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SECTION IV!

CHAPTER NINETYTWO

The Brahmapurdna : Contents and merit accrued

Sita said :

1. On hearing these words of Sanatkumara joyously,
the delighted Narada who was desirous of knowing the excellent
thing that is conducive to welfare, said again.

Narada said

2. Well done, O blessed one, Well done. The great
sacred (Tantra) text, that is the most excellent among the
(Tantric) scriptural texts has been narrated by you. It renders
great benefit to all the worlds.

3. Now I wish to hear the excellent narration of Puranas.
O sage, tell me whatever (i.c. all legendary episodes) is narrated
in cach of the different Purinas, since you are considered
to be omniscient.

Sita said :

4. O Brahmana, on hearing those auspicinous words of
Naradi, his enquiry regarding the stories in the Puranas,
Sanatkumara replied.

1 This section is historically very important as it 1ecords the detailed
contents of each Mahdpurdpa as they stood before the final  redaction of the
present NP. As the notes below will show, the NP does not cover all the
contents of all the Puranas and the information regarding interlocutors etc,
is at variance with the published editions of these Purdpas. But that does not
mean that whatever is not recorded in the NP. is spurious. Critical
editions based on all-India Mss. of the Puranas will be more reliable in
this matter.
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Sanatkumadra said :

5. O Brahmana, the stories extant in the Puranas are
miraculous and very detailed. They have originatedsin the
different Kalpas! and they include differentstories and anecdotes.

6. This sage Sanatana is the most excellent among
the knowers of many Kalpas. Ask him about this. No one else
knows as much as he docs.

7. On hearing these words of the noble-souled Sanat-
kumara, Narada bowed to Sanatana with great humility and

submitted :

Narada said :

8-9. O Brahmana, the most excellent one among the
knowers of the Puranas, interested in the discussion of the
perfect knowledge, kindly recount to me the classification of
the Puranas in their entirety, on hearing which e¢verything
becomes hecard, on knowing which everything is known. It is
by following the injunctions therein that everything meritorious
1s done.

10-11. The duties of the diftferent castes and stages of
life are clearly understood fromit. How many are the Puranas?
What is the magnitude (extent) of each ? What are the stories
that they contain ? O holy Lord, tell me. So also recount to
me the different stories based on the four castes of people, as
well as the details of the different holy observances.

12. Please reveal clearly thestories of the different races
and dynasties in the order of their creation. O Holy Lord,
there is no one superior to you in the knowledge of the stories
contained in the Puranas.

13a. Hence tell me the story (i.e. the content of the

Puranas) that dispels all doubts.
Sita said :

13b-14a. O Brahmanas, on hearing the speech (request)

1, This is a convenient plea to reconcile different versions of the same
story in different Purdpas.
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of Narada, Sanatana, the most excellent one among the knowers,
meditated on Narayana for a short while and said :

Sandtana said :

14b-16a. Very well ! O excellent sage, very nice !
Since your steady inclination is diverted towards the knowledge
of the stories in the Puranas. This is conducive to the help of
all the worlds. I shall tell you what had been narrated by
Brahma formerly. Urged by filial affection, he narrated to
Marici and other sages.

16b-18. Brahma’s son named Marici is well known as
one richly endowed with Vedic learning. He is the master of
the Vedas and the Vedangas (lores ancillary to Vedas). Once
he approached his father Brahma, the creator of the worlds. O
leading sage ! O bestower of honour ! He devoutly bowed to
him and asked him the same question regarding the holy narra-
tive of the Puranas as you do now.

Marici said :

19. O Lord, Lord of the chiefs of the Devas, the
Creator and the annihilator of the worlds, O omniscient one, O
presiding deity over all, obeisance be to you, who are gracious to
all.

20. O father, I am desirous of hearing. Kindly tell me
the core of the Puranas, their definition, their authority, the
narrator and the inquirer.

Brahma said :

21. Listen, O dear child, I shall tell you the collective
account of the Puranas. On knowing it, all the extant literature
among the mobile and the immobile beings becomes known

22. O bestower of honour, in all the Kalpas, there was
only one Puranal that was the very seed of the fourfold aims of
life- It extended to a hundred crores of verses.

1. With due respect te P.V. Kane (H.D. V. ii.P. 829), I believe that
originally there was a single text of literature called the Purdpa, on account
of the following reasons :
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23-24. It was from the Purana that all other sacred
literature and sciences were evolved. As days passed by, people,
could not grasp this Purana properly. On realising it, Hari the
highly intelligent deity, incarnated himself as Vyasd in every
age. In the course of every Dviapara age, he reduced it to four
hundred-thousand verses.

(1) Not only the NP here but various other Purinas record the
tradition that originally there was one Purdpa, vide Brahmanda (BdP) I.1. 40-
41, LP I. 2.3, Mt. P 53. 3-11, Pd. P V. 145.52, Va. P. I. 60-61. And They
have a number of common verses. For example compare, NP 1.92.22-25
(our text) with the following from Mt. P. 53. 4-11. :

Purdnam ekam evdsit tadd Kalpantare’ nagha [
Trivarga-sidhanam pupyam Sata-kofi-pravistaram |[/
Praurttih sarva-$astranam Purdpasyd’ bhavat tada |
Kalenagrahanam drsfva Purdpasya tato nrpa ||
Vydsa-riapam aharin krtvd samharami yuge yuge |
Catur-lakga-pramanena Dvapare Dvapare sada ||
Tad astadasadha krtva bhir-loke’smin prakasyate |
Adydpi deva-lokesmin Sata-koti-pravistaram [ |

(2) All Puranas conform in general to a uniform structure known as
Pafca-laksapa br claim to have the following five characteristic topics viz.,
the creation of the Universe (Sarga) after destruction or Pralaya
( Pratisarga)

(3) Genealogy of Sages and Kings (Vaméa) (4) the great periods
called Manvantaras, (5) history of dynasties both Solar and Lunar races. etc.

(Vaméanucarita)
(4) Not only verses but long passages of verses are found common to

a number of Puranas.
Thus each Purina tries to follow the proto-type of that ancient
text called the Purana.

(5) The Atharva Veda (AV. XI. 7. 24 and XV. 6. 10-11) mentions
Purdpa which shows that there was no proliferation of Purana upto the
final redaction of the AV.

It was by the time of the Dharma-Satras of Apastamba and Gautama
that Puranas yvir,h different names came into existence “approaching in the
contents to some extent at least of some of the extant Puranas” (HD, V. ii.
318). Writers from the 2nd to the eighth cent A.D. from Sabara to Sankara
shaw that the Purina texts before those authors exhibit the same contents
and characteristics as many of the extant Purinas.

The later proliferation does not disprove the existence of one single
work called Puripa.

For dectails, vide section 1 of the Introduction.
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25. He divides Purina into eighteen books and hands it
over to the people of the Earth. Even today, original in the
region of the Devas, the Purana extends to a hundred crores
of verses.

26-28. Of course, there is a condensed version in which
the essence is described briefly in four hundred thousand
verses.! The following are the three times six (eighteen) books
viz—Brahma, Padma, Vaisnava, Vayaviya, Bhagavata, Naradiya
Markandeya, Agneya, Bhavisya, Brahma Vaivarta, Lingaka,
Varaha, Skanda, V&amana, Kirma, Maitsya, Garuda and
Brahmanda.?

29. The single narrative is called the thread that binds
the narrator and the listener. I shall recount briefly. Listen
with great concentration.

30. It was the Brahma Purana that was narrated at the
outset® by the noble-souled Vyasa, the Vedic scholar, for the
benefit of the whole world.

31. Indeed, it is the foremost among all the Puranas. It
bestows virtue, love, wealth and liberation from Sarhsara. It is
rich with various narratives and historical anecdotes. It consists
of ten thousand verses.4

1. The total number of verses in the extant Purdnas as enumerated in
Mt. P. & Va.P. comes to 400600 which is approximately the same as “Four
hundred thousand’’ as mentioned here and in other Purinas.

2. The list of Puranas given here is the same as in the Bh. P XII
13. 4-8, VP III. 6.21.23, Mt. P. 53.11 ff Va. P. 104. 2-10, etc. But there is
some difference in the serial order. For example, NP. records the Viyu P
as the 4th in the list, while a number of others substitute the Saiva as the
4th instead of Viyu. A.D. Pusalkar has however, convincingly shown that
the Vdyu is entitled to be a Mahapurana and Not the Siva Puripa ( Studies
in the Epics & Purdpas of India (SEP. Ch.2 pp. 31-41) that the VP contains
this list shows that these Puripas existed in the Gupta Age.

3. Like the NP most Purdpas give the Brahma the first place in their
lists. But the Viyu 104,3 and the Devibhdgavata (13.3) put the Maisya as the
first in their list, while the Skanda-Prabhdsa Khanda 2. 8-9 gives that honour
to the Brahmdada.

4. The Bh. P. XII. 13.4 agrees with the NP about the number of
verses (viz 10000) in the Brahma P but AP. 272.1 credits it with 25000
verses while M. P. states 13000 as the total No. of verses therein, Actually
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32. O leading sage, in it is described the origin of the
Devas, *Suras and Daksa and other Prajapatis.

33. Then, there is the holy narration of the race of the
Sun, the Supreme Atman, the lord of the worlds. The narrative
is destructive of great sins.

34. In the course of that narrative, the incarnation of
the glorious Ramacandra! has been recounted, Ramacandra of
blissful form incarnating in four manifestations (vyihas).?

35. Thereafter, the lunar race is dcscribed. There is the
story of Krsna, the Lord of the Universc, that is destructive of
sins.

36. There is the description of all the continents and
sub-continents without omitting anything. The description ofthe
nether-worlds and the heavens is also seen (given therein).

37. There is the enumeration of the Narakas (hells).
There is a hymn and a narrative of the Sun. Parvati’s birth
and marriage are described.

38. Then there is the narrative of Daksa. There 1is the
description of the holy centre of ‘Ekamra’® (Bhuvanesvara in
Orissa). O Narada, the first part of this Purana hasthus been
narrated.

39. In its second part, there is the description of Puru-
sottama.* It is explained in detail along with the injunctions
as to how a pilgrimage (of Jagannatha Puri) isto be conducted.

the Anandisrama Edt. of this Purana contains 13,761 verses. In the
Brahma P, Gautami-Mahitmya is given in 106 chapters but the NP.
does not record it—a big omission.

*Probably a misprint. It should be cdsurdndm ca ‘and of Asuras’.

1. This story of Rama though included in the list of contents of the
Brahma by the NP. is not found in the printed editions (both Anandis$rama
Poona and Gurumandal (GM) Calcutta.)

2. Obviously the Paficardtra doctrine of “Four Manifestations” is
implied here as Rama is anincarnation of Vispu (Vasudeva.)

3. Thisis in Ch. 41 ofthe Bd. P. (GM. Edt). Ekamra is Bhuvanesh-
var on the river Gandhavati in Orissa—Dec 59.

4, The description of Purusottama Ksewra and how king Indradyumna
of Avanti carved out three wooden images (of Jagannatha, Balarima and
Subhadra) is found in Chs. 44-51 of the Bd. P. This Purusottama Ksetra is
Puri of Jagannatha Puri or Srl Ksetra in Orissa. Puri is the ancient Buddhist



1V.92.40-47a 1351

40. Itis here itself that the story of Krsnal! is explained
in detail. There is the description of the region of Yama and
the procedure of the Sraddhas of the Pitrs (manes).

41. The duties of the different castes and stages of life
have been described in detail. There is the narration of Visnu-
Dharma and the Yugas as well as the Pralaya (dissolution of
the world).

42. There is the narration of the Yogasand the Sankhyas.
Therc is the description of Brahmavada (Philosophy of the
Brahman) and the eulogy of the Purana.

43. Thus the Brahma Purana that consists of two parts
has becn described. It is destructive of all sins. It bestows all
happiness.

44-46a. He who, after getting copied this Purana
consisting of the dialogue of Sita and Saunaka that yields
worldly pleasure (here) and release from Samsara (hereafter),
donates devoutly that manuscript on the full moon day in the
month of Vaisikha, to a Brahmana well-versed in Puranas,
alongwith gold, water and a cow, after propitiating him with
garments, sweet dishes and ornaments,—(such a person) stays
in the region of god Brahma as long as the sun, the moon and

the stars shine.

46b-47a. He who reads or listens to this index (table of
contents) to the Brahma Purana, O Brahmana, shallattain
the benefit of the reciter and listener of the entire Purana.

Dantapura which got its name from the shrine of Buddha’s left canine tooth.
The three images represent Buddha, Dharma and Sangha and there were
car festivals of these when Fa Hian and Hiuen Tsiang visited this place—
De, pp 162-163.

I. VV 40-42 give some of the main items in the Bd. P. such as the
stery of Krspa (Chs. 180-211), description of the region of Yama
(Chs. 214-216), Pitr-Sraddha (219-220), Varpisramadharma (Ch. 222),
discussion of Yoga (Chs. 234, 238), Sankhya (Chs. 235, 239) and eulogy
of Purinas (Ch. 235). But a number of chapters on sacred places and other
important episodes which find a place in every Purana and as such cannot
be branded as ‘spurious’, are not mentioned in the contents of the Bd. P.
as summarised in the NP,
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47b-48a. He who restricts his diet to rice soaked in ghee
and subdues his sense-organs through (religious) observances
and listens to the whole of Brahmapurana, shall attain the
region of Brahma. _

48b-c. O dear one, What more needs be said ? By
reciting this Purana a man obtains whatever he desires.

CHAPTER NINETYTHREE

The Padma Purana : Contents

God Brahma said :

1. O son, listen. I shall tell you the story of Padma
Puranal It bestows great merit on those men who joyously read
and listen to it.

2. Just as a man becomes complete with his five sense
organs, so also is this Purana with its five sections. It is destruc-
tive of sins.

1. This Vaisnava Purina is regarded as the heart of the Cosmic
Hari (Pd. Svarga 62.22). There are variations in the nomenclatures of the
different Sections (Khapdas) and the total number of verses in this Purana.
The NP. gives Srsti, Bhumi, Svarga, Pitidla and Ultara as the names of its
Khapdas and this is borne out by the Bengal Mss of the Padma P—-another
evidence to show that the author of the NP was an East Indian. The No. of verses
is 55,000 according to the NP., Bh. P, Mt. P., VaP. but the Brahma
Vaivarta credits it with 59000 verses. The Anandasrama edition (Poona)
mentions six Khapdas viz. Adi, Bhimi, Brahma, Patdla, Srsti and Uttara &
contains 48,425 verses. The Guru Mandal edition (Calcutta) of the Pd. P.
has seven Khandas viz. Srsyi, Bhami, Svarga, Brahma, Patdla, Uttara and
Kriyd-yoga-sara and they tally with the statement of the Pd, P. Svarga-Khapda
1.23-25 and the no. of verses is 55000, It is noteworthy that a number of
topics in the published Padma Purdpa such as the characteristic of heretics
(Pikhandas), condemnation of the Maiya-Viada, stories regarding wearing
special Vaispava marks like dirdhva-Pupdra, greatness of Dvaitism, etc. do
not form a part of Pd. P. as describad in the NP:
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3. O Brahmana, the details of religious duties are
narrated in it alongwith the accounts of various incidents,
anecdotes, etc. by Pulastya to Bhisma with the orderly account
of creation of the universe, etc.

4. The greatness of Puskaral! is glorified in detail. The
procedure of the Yajiia of Brahman and the characteristics of
the study of the Vedas (are described).

5. Various kinds of (charitable and religious) gifts and
holy observances are secverally glorified. The marriage of
Parvati is mentioned. There is the long narrative of Taraka.

6. The greatness of cows etc. that bestows all merits has
been mentioned. The killing of Kalakeyas and other Daityas has

been described separately.
7. O excellent Brahmana, the mode of worship of the

planets and the rite of Dana (religious gift) have been laid down.
All these have been mentioned by the noble-souled Vyasa in the
first part of Srstikhanda (Section on creation).

8. In the context of the worthiness of inother, father and

others of being worshipped, there is the story of Sivasarman? at
first and then that of Suvrata.? Vrtra’st death is described

afterwards.

The special feature of the Pd Pis that it was used by Kalidasa for
the plot of the Sdkuntala and the Raghuvarma. There is one special Tirtha
Mahitmya in the Pd. P. which is not mentioned by the NP and is ignored
by complacent editors of the Pd. P. at Bombay (The Venkatesvara Press
cdition) and Poona (The Anandasrama Edt) and that is the Karavira
Mahatmya of 7300 verses MSS evidence of which is unanimous in claiming it
to be a part of the Pd. P. It is being edited by the present editor in the
Sk-Pkt. series of the Shivaji University Kolhapur.

1. Asin the case of the Br. P. in the casc of the Pd. P, the NP
mentions only a few topics practically as tokens in cach Khapda and passes
to the next Purdna (Viz. the Visnu)

Thus the greatness of Puskara mentioned in this verse (No. 4) forms
Chs, 111-117 and god Brahma’s sacrificeisin Chs. 124-131 and the Vrata
topic mentioned in the next verse (No. 5) is found in Chs. 200-258 of the
pPd. P.

Hence non-mention of a topic in the NP, is not a proof that the
particular topic in the Pd. P is spurious.

2. vide PD P. (Guru Mandal Edition) Bhami Khanda (Ch. 1.4)

3. ibid Ch. 11, 21, 22

4. 1ibid Ch. 25
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9. There are the stories of Prthu, son of Venal of Suni-
tha® and of Sukala.? There is Dharmakhyina (narration

of Virtue) afterwards.
10. There is thc narrative of service rendered to the

parents. There is the story of Nahusa. Yayati’s® story is
narrated. Gurutirtha® (Holy centre) is reviewed.

11. There is the dialogue between the king and Jaimini
in which there is a very wonderful story. The story of Asoka-~
Sundari® is mentioned alongwith the death of Daitya Hunda.

12. The narrative of Kamoda? alongwith the death of
Vihunda and the dialogue of Kuiijala® with Cyavana. the noble-
souled (sage).

13. Then there is the narration of the Siddhas.® The
benefit of (listening and recounting) this section is narrated.
Then there is the dialogue between Siita and Saunaka. This is
remembered as Bhiimikhanda.

14.  The origin of the Cosmic Egg is narrated by Sauti to
the sages. The situation of all the worlds including the Earth
is described. Thereafter, the holy centres are enumerated.

15. Then there is the narration of the origin of
Narmada. The stories of various holy centres in it are severally
mentioned. The holy account of the holy centres like Kuru-
ksetra etc. has been described.

16. The narration of the merit of the Kalindi, the des-
cription of the greatness of Kasi and Gaya, and the merit-
giving glory of Prayaga.

l. PD Chs 27-29, Vena story is scattered upto the er of
Bhﬁmi-Kha(zda.

ibid Chs 33-36.

ibid Chs 41-60.

ibid Chs 64, 72-83.

ibid Ch. 85.

ibid Chs 103-116

ibid Ch, 119,

ibid Chs 86,90,122

1bid. Ch 123.

he above correspondence of topics in NP. verses 8-13 in this
chapter and the various chapters in the Bhami Khanda of the Pd. P, is
enough to show the nature of the Anukramapikd Varnaham (The description
of the Index or table of contents) of the Pd. P. and NP.

HORPNDOD A wN
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17. The review of the path of activity (Karmayoga) in
accordance with the castes and stages of life. The dialogue
between Vyasa and Jaimini is comprised of holy rites and stories.

18. The story of churning the ocean, thereafter, the
enumeration of holy vows. The greatness of Urjapaficaha and
the hymn that dispels all guilts.

O Brahmana, this is the section called Svarga Khanda.
It is destructive of all sins.

19-21. The description of Rama’s horse sacrifice, Rama’s
coronation at the outset, the arrival of Agastya and others, the
narration of the family of Paulastya. The instruction regarding
horse sacrifice. Then the description of rites regarding the
sacrificial horse. The holy stories of many kings. The description
of god Jagannatha (the Lord of the Universe) of Puri, the
greatness of Vrndavana; it is destructive of all sins.

22. The narration of the perpetual sports of the incarna-
tion of Krsna, the greatness of the ablution in the month of
Vaisakha, the benefit of ablution, gifts and worship.

23. The dialogue between the Earth and Divine Boar
(Visnu-Varaha), the story of Yama and the Brahmana, the
dialogue of the messengers of the king, review of the Hymn of
Krsna.

24. The mceting of Siva and Sambhu (?), then the story
of Dadhica, the incomparable greatness of the Bhasma, the
excellent greatness of Siva.

25. The story of the son of Devarata, the praise of the
knower of the Puranas, thc narrative of Gautama, then the
Siva-Gita.

26-27a. The story of Rama in another Kalpa, the stay in
the hermitage of Bharadvaja. This is the Patilakhanda* (The
section on Patala). It is destructive of all the sins of those who
listen and recite. It bestows all desired benefits.

*Some topics mentioned in the NP are found in the extant Pd. Purana
c.g. greatness of Bhasma (chs 105-108), Praise of the knower of Purinas
(chs 114-115), The story of Gautama (ch. 114)—Vide Pd. P. Paitila
(G. M. edition)
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27b-28. The story of Parvata originally recounted to
Gauri by Siva; then the story of Jalandhara, the narration of
Sri-Saila etc.; thereafter, the meritorious story of Sagara is
narrated. g

29. The merit of Ganga, Prayaga, Kadiand the special
merit of Gaya, the greatness (in efficacy) of the gift of cooked
rice etc, the holyrite of Mahadvadasi (12th Tithi of Bhadrapada
(Suddha) with Sravana Naksatra.)

30. The greatness of twentyfour Ekadasis (eleventh day)
in each fortnight is described severally, the narration of Visnu-
dharma, the thousand names of Visnu.

31. The greatness of Karttikavrata, the benefit of
ablution in the month of Magha. The greatness of the holy
centres of the continent Jambudvipa, which destroys sins.

32. The greatness of Sabhramati, the description of the
origin of Nrsimha, the narration of the story of Devasarma and
others, the description of the greatness of Gita.*

33. The description of devotion and the greatness of
Srimad Bhagavata,** the greatness of Indraprastha with the
stories of many holy centres.

34. The mentioning of Mantraratna, the description of
Tripadbhiiti; thereafter, the holy stories of the incarnation of
Matsya (fish) etc.

35-37. The hundred divine names of Rama, O Brah-
mana; thereafter, its greatness is described; then the testing of
the greatness of Sri Visnu by Bhrgu. This is the holy fifth
section called Uttarakhanda. The excellent man who listens to
the Padma Purana comprising of five Khandas attains the
abode of Visnu after enjoying all pleasures here that he desires.
This Purapa contains fiftyfive thousand verses. It is called
Padma Purana.

38. This must be written in full and handed over to a
Brahmana well versed in the Puranas after honouring him
suitably on the full moon day in the month of Jyestha along-

*Vide Pd. P. Uttara Khanda, chs. 175-192.
**Vide ibid. chs. 193-198.
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with a gold lotus. He who does so is bowed to by all the Devas.
He goes to the abode of Visnu. He who reads this index to
Padma Purana or listens to it attains the merit of listening to
the whole of Padmapurana.

CHAPTER NINETYFOUR
The Visnu Purdna : The Table of Contents

Sri Brahma said -

1. O dear child, listen. I shall narrate the great Purina
of Visnu.! It contains twenty-three thousand verses.2 It is

destructive of all sins.

2. In the first section, six divisions have been made by
the descendant of Sakti i.e. Para§ara. In the first division the
introduction to the Purana is made to Maitreya.

3. The primordial causal creation, the origin of the
Devas and others, the narrative of the churning of the ocean,

the family-race of Daksa and others.
4. The story of Dhruva, the anecdote of Prthu, the

narrative of Pracetas, the story of Prahlada.?

I. Probably this is the only Purana which conforms to the Pafca-
laksapa definition of a Purina. May be due to its being Pro-paficardtra.
Raminuja regards it as an authoritative text., Though I have seen the
Venkatesvara Press edition and that of Gopal Narayan & Co. with the
comm, Vispucitti and Ratnagarbha’s Vaisnava-kdga-Candrika, I use here the
Gita Press edition (Gorakhpur Sarmvat 2026)

2. Though the NP. and some other Purapas such as the Vayy,
Matsya, Bhdgavata and Brahma-Vaivarta state that VP consists of 23000 verses,
the printed editions give only 6000 verses.

The Gita Press edition has 6373 verses. It appears that the NP in
in verses 17b-18, regards VP and Vispudharmottara Purapa as one book while
Sankara (800 A.D.) rcgards them as two separatc works (PJ VIII 94-96)
showing thereby that the present NP. was settled before 800 A.D.

3. In this verse the NP. mentions topics discussed in VP I. I1-22



1358 Ndrada Purdna

5-6. The narration of the separate rulership and
administration. These are the topics in the first division.

(The second division.) The narration of the family of
Priyavrata, the review of the continentsand the sub-continents,
the narration of the ncther worlds and hells; the review of
seven heavens; the narration of the day of the week like
Sunday and others alongwith their separate characteristics.

7. Then the story of Bharata, which points out the path
of salvation, the dialogue between Rbhu and Nidagha—these
are topics in the second division.!

8.2 (The Third Division.?) The enumeration of the
Manvantaras; the incarnation of Vedavyasa; thereafter, the rite
that lifts one up from hell is mentioned.

9. The review of all the religious duties (Dharmas) in
the dialogue between Sagara and Aurva; then Sraddha Kalpa
(The rituals connected with Sraddha) is recounted; the classifi-
cation of the castes and stages of life.

10. The conduct of life of the good is described; then the
story of delusion duc to Maya; thus the third division that
destroys all sins has been explained.

11. (The Fourth Division.) The holy story of the solar
race, the narration of the lunar race. Alongwith that there are
stories of different kings. O excellent sage, these are the topics
in the fourth division.

12-15.  (The fifth division.) The query about the incarnae
tionof Krsna; then the story of the family of cowherds; the
death of Pitana during his infancy; the slaying of Agha, etc. in
the course of his boyhood days; killing of Karmsa during the
youth; the story of his life in Mathura; then inthe course of his
prime of youth his sports at Dvaraka, the killing of all Daityas,
the different marriages, staying at Dvaraka, the Lord of the
Universe, Krsna, the Lord of Masters of Yoga removed(lightened )

1. This verse refers to topics contained in VP Amsa IT chs. 1-7,
12-16.

2. VV 8-10 mention topics described in VP Améa Il chs. 1-3, 8-9,
13-16, 17-18.

3. It appears that the NP is unaware of the chs. 21-24 which
describe the future kings, in the IV Arhéa of the VP.
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the burden of the Earth through killing etc. of the enemies; the
narrative of Astavakra. The fifth division is thus recounted.!

16-17a. The story of Kali is mentioned, the four tvpes of
dissolution. The Knowledge of Brahman reviewed by Kesidh-
vaja (for the benefit) of Khandikya. So the sixth division is
recounted.

17b-18. Hereafter, the perpetual virtues called Visnu-
dharmottaras are mentioned by Sita on being respectfully asked
by Saunaka and others. Many holy stories, holy rites, obser-
vances, and restraints were also described by him.

19-20. Dharma-sastra (Code of Laws), Arthasastra
( Political economy) Vedanta (Metaphysics), Jyotisa (Astrono-
my and Astrology), the narration of the races, hymns according
to the context; and dynasties, Manvantaras(or Manus); differ-
ent vidyas (lores) that are beneficial to the worlds are describ-
ed. This is verily the Visnu Purana which is a succinct collec-
tion of all the topics of sacred scripturcs.

21-23. In this, the events of the Varaha Kalpa2 have
been narrated by Vyasa.3 He who reads this with devotion and
hie who listens to it with respect goes to the world of Visnu,
Both of them enjoy all pleasures there. This Purana must be
written and given to a devotee of Visnu who knows the mean-
ing of the Purana on the full moon day in the month of Asadha
alongwith ghee and a cow. O Brahmana, he who does so goes
to the abode of Visnu through an aerial chariot as refulgent as
the sun.

24. O Brahmana, he who hears the contents of the Visnu
Purana shall attain the benefit of the Purana itself.

I. VV 12-15 summarize the topics in Lord Krspa’s life and form
the basis for the X Skandha of the Bh. P.

2. The device to explain different versions of the same story is to
attribute it to a different Kalpa.

3. In VP, Vyasa is not the interlocutor. It is a dialogue between
Paraéara and Maitreya.

It appears that the major portion of the present day VP is known to the
NP and hence it obviously precedes NP in date.
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CHAPTER NINETYFIVE

The Vayu Purana : The table of contents

God Brahma said :

1. O Brahmana, listen; I shall describe the Vayaviya
Purana! on hearing which one attains the abode of Rudra,? the

Supreme Soul
2. This Purapa is reputed to comprise of twentyfour

thousand® verses. In the context of Svetakalpa, holy rites
(dharmas) have bcen described herein by the wind-god.

3-6. This Vayaviya Purana has two sections. (In the
first section) the characteristics of creation etc. are mentioned
in details. Kings and their dynasties in different Manvantaras
have been recounted. The killing of the demon Gaya? is describ-
ed in detail. The importance and glory of (different months and
of) the month of Migha in yielding (religious) merits is men-
tioned. The merit accruing from charitable gifts and the duties
of the kings have been described in detail. The precise descrip-

1. Thisis called Vayu as god Vayu is the chief interlocutor. The
Mt. P. (ch. 53) declares that herein Viyu proclaimed dharmas pertaining to
Sveta-Kalpa, This Purana is published by Venkatesvara Press Bombay,
Asiatic Socicty Calcutta, Anandasram Poona and Guru Mandal Grathmala
Calcutta (to mention a few).

2. This Purina belongs to the Saiva group and is characterised by the
glory of Rudra as Mt. P. puts it. The elucidation of Pasupata Yoga and the
emphasis on Siva Mahiatmya made NP declare the attainment of Rudra’s
abode as the fruit of listening to this Purdna.

3. Though Vayu, Mt. P, Bh. P and NP declare 24000 as the total
number of verses in the Vdyu, AP gives the 14000 as the number of verses,
while according to the Devibhdgavata it is 24,600 verses.

Actually the Anandasrama edition contains 10,991 verses. It appears
that sections like Reva Mahatmya and other Mahatmyas which were originally
in the Vayu P. when the NP wrote this chapter, later got separated as
independent works (Pusalkar —Studies in Epics and Puripas (SEP).—P. 7a).
Pusalkar opines that the Viyuisa Mahapurana while the Siva Purdpa is an
Upa-Purdga (ibid 77).

4. Kanc (HD. vii p 906) and other scholars regard this Gaya Maha-
tmya as a later addition to counter-balance the Saiva bias in such chapters as
20.31-35, 24.91-165 (Sarva Stotra), 101, 215, 33 etc.



IV.95.7-14 1361

tion of the beings wandering over the Earth, nether worlds,
quarters and the firmament is made thereinand all the holy
vows and observances etc. are mentioned. Thus the first Section
has been stated in brief.

7-9. In the latter section, there is the description of the
holy river Narmada.! O leading sage, Siva’s Sarmhhita (com-
pendium) is mentioned in detail. The eternal Deity who is ins-
crutable to all the Devas stays perpetually on the banks of
Narmada wholeheartedly. The waters of Narmada are identi-
cal with Brahma, Hari, himself, the great Hara, the formless
Brahman and the Kaivalya (salvation) itself.

10. Verily Reva, (this Narmada) is a certain Sakti
in the form of a river which has been brought forth from his
own body by Siva for the benefit of the worlds.

11. Those who live on its northern bank are the followers
of Rudra. Those who reside on the Southern bank go to the
world of Visnu.

12. Beginning with Omkaresvara and ending with the
Western ocean, there are thirtyfive confluences with other
rivers that destroy sins.

13. There are eleven confluences on the Northern bank
(the northern side) and twentythree in the Southern bank
(from the south) and the confluence of Reva with the ocean
is the thirtyfifth.

14. Together on both the banks of Reva, there are
four hundred famous holy centres inclusive of the confluences.

1. VV 7-15: The Printed Texts (both Anandisrama and Guru
Mandal (GM) ecditions) do not give the chapters pertaining to the Reva
Maihatmya which might have been there when the NP was written. In stead
of the division Pirvirdha and Ultardrdha as given in the NP (of the Viyu-
Purina) the Vayu itself (in ch. 103.44) states that it has four sections (Pddas)
viz. (1) Prakriyé (2) Anugsanga (3) Upodghdta and (4) Upasamhdra and it calls
the Puridna as ‘Four-tooted Purina narrated by Vayu' in the next verse (ibid
103.45)

The Anandasrama edition gives the following division of chapters :

1. Prakriya (chs 1-6) (2) Anusanga (chs, 7-64) 3. Upodghiata (chs. 65-99)
(Upasarhhara (chs, 100-112)

The contents given in the NP are to a great extent different from those

in the Printed editions of the Vayu P.
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15. O leading sage, there are sixty crores and sixty
thousand holy centres at every step on both the banks of the
Reva.

16. This Samhita (compendium) of Sivag the great
Atman, is very meritorious. In this the story of the river
Narmada has been detailed by Vayu.

17-18a. He who writes this Purana and gives the manus-
cript with great devotion to a Brahmana householder on the full
moon day in the month of Srivana alongwith jaggery and a
cow, lives in the world of Rudra aslong as fourteen Indras rule
over the Heaven.

18b-20. The man who narrates this Vayaviya Purana or
listens to this, regularly, restricting his diet to cooked rice con-
seccrated with ghee, is undoubtedly Rudra Himself. He who
listens to or reads this index (or the contents of this Purana)
shall obtain the benefit of listening to the entire Purana.

CHAPTER NINETYSIX

Srimad Bhagavata : Contents

God Brahma said :

1. O Marici, listen. T shall tell you (the story of) the
Purana, Srimad Bhagavata that has been composed by Veda-
VYyasa and which is on a par with the Vedas.

2. It consists of eighteen thousand! verses. It is glorified
as destructive of sins. This is a veritable wish-yielding celestial
tree with twelvebranches (Skandhas--sections of thc Bhagavata) .

3-4. O leading Brahmana therein in the first Skandha,
when Sita and the sages meet together, the Lord is mentioned

1. According 10 the Va, P,, AP, NY,Br. V. & Devibhigavata and
the Bh. P. itsclf, the Bh. P. consists of 18000 verses. But actually the Gita
Press edition of the Bh, P. contains 14,579 verses.
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as embodying the whole of the Universe. The holy life of Vyasa
as well as that of the Pandavas (is recounted). Then the epi-
sode of Pariksit. This is cited as the first Skandha.

5-6. In the course of dialogue between Pariksit and Suka
there is the review of the two types of creation. In the course of
dialogue between Brahma and Narada there is a nectarlike
story of the Devas, the characteristics of the Purina and the
cause and origin of the creation. This second Skandha is thus
composed by the intelligent Vyasa.

7-8a. The anecdote of Vidura, his meeting with Maitreya :
The Prakarana (section) of creation from Brahman, the Supreme
Soul; the Sankhya doctrine propounded by Kapila : Thus the
third Skandha is summarised.

8b-9. The story of Sati at the outset and that of Dhruva
thereafter : There the holy story of Prthu as well as that of
Pracinabarhis : Thusthe excellent fourth Skandha is told, while
narrating the gross creation (Visarga).l

10-11a. The meritorious story of Priyavrata and the anec-
dote of the members of his family; thereafter, the description of
the worlds included in the Cosmic egg. The condition of
hells. This is considered (as the summary of) the fifth Skandha
which is technically called Sarhsthana or Sthiti.?

11b-12. The story of Ajamila and the review of the crea-
tion by Daksa. The narrative of Vrtra and thereafter, the meri-

I. The NP. upholds the view advocated by the Bh. P. I1.90.1 that
instead of the traditional five characteristics of a Purdna, the Bh. P. redefines
a Purdina as possessing the following ten characteristics.

(1) Subtle creation (Sarga); (2) Gross creation (Visarga) (3) law and
order ensured by God (Sthina); (4) Protection—welfare of all (Posana);(5)
material lust for Karmas (0t) (6) the periods of Manus and history of that
epoch (Manvantara) ; (7) accounts of the deeds of the Lord ([anukathd) (8)
physical annihilation (Niredha) (9) Liberation (Mukti); (10) the last resort of
the Universe or the Ultimate reality (4sraya).

These characteristics occur with some variations in the Bh, P. XII.7.9-
10 but as Sridhara points out the terms Vrtti and Raksi stand for Sthdna and
Posapa. Vaméinucarita is used for Iiinukatha, Samstha includes Nirodha and Mukti;
and hetu is substituted for Oti, Apasraya for Afraya.

2. Despite the efforts of Bopadeva in Harililimrta (and his able com-
mentator Madhusiidana Sarasvati) to show how the contents of Skandha V
demonstrate the characteristics of Sthina, a modern reader wonders how the
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torious nativity of the Maruts. This is the sixth Skandha com-
posed by Vyasa in the course of the section known as Pariposana
(or Protection and welfare of all by the Lord). -

13. The holy story of Prahlada, the review of the castes
and stages of life. O dear one, thus the seventh Skandha is men-
tioned in the course of the narration of thedesire for action as
directed by past Karman. (It is technically called Uti).

14-15a. In the course of the narration of the part known
as Manvantara comes the narration of the elephant-king, the
churning of the ocean and the check on the prosperity of Bali.
The story of the incarnation as Fish. This is the eighth Skandha.
(It comes under Manvantara).

15b. The narration of the Solar dynasty as well as the
review of the lunar race. O highly intelligent one, the ninth
Skandha is mentioned in the course of the narration of the
dynasties.

16-17. The story of the childhood of Krsna and his boy-
hood; his stay in th. Vraja; his early youth and the stay in
Mathura; his later youth and stay in Dvaraka and the removal
of the burden on the Earth. This is the tenth Skandha in the
course of narrating the characteristic section called Nirodha or
control.

18-19a. The dialogue between Narada and Vasudeva, the
meeting of Yadu with Dattatreya and that of Uddhava with Sri
Krsna. The mutual fight and the annihilation of the Yadavas.
This is the eleventh Skandha which is designated as Mukti

(liberation).

legends of Priyavrata to Bharata (chs 1 to 15) followed by the mythological
geography, ancient (mythical) astronomy and description of hells form an
organic whole to be included under the characteristic Sthiti, Sarhsthdna or
Vrtti. Such doubts naturally arise when the text of the Bh. P. is stretched on
the Dasa Laksapa bed of Procrustes.

It appears that the NP. accepts the traditional Skandhs-wise
distribution of the topics or the ten Purdna laksapas of the Bh. P, as folows :

Name of the characteristic topic. No. of Skandha illustrating it.
1. Sarga 111
2, Visarga v
3. Samsthdna or Sthit: \'%

4. Posapa VI
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19b-21. The future Kali is prophesied; the liberation of
Pariksit; the composition of the branches of the Vedas; the per-
formance of penance by Markandeya. The Vibhiti (elegance,
glory) of Sira (Sun-god) and thereafter, that of the Satt-
vatas. The narration of the number of verses in the Puriana.
This is the twelfth Skandha which is also called Aéraya (sup-
port). Thus the whole of Srimad Bhagavata has been narrated
to you, O dear one.

22. It is the bestower of devotion, worldly pleasures and
salvation on the narrator, listener, instructor, supporter and
the person who renders assistance.

23. The manuscript of this book is to be given with
pleasure to a Brahmana devotee of the Lord alongwith a replica
of a lion in gold, on the full-moon day in the month of
Bhadrapada.

24. If any one desires for the devotion of the Lord, (he
must give it) after duly worshipping him (the Brahmana) with
clothes, gold etc.

That person too who reads or who listens to this index,
attains the excellent benefit of listening to the entire Purana.

5. Uti VII
6. Manvantara VII1I
7. Idnucarita IX
8. WNirodha X
9. Mukti XI
10. dsraya XII

This distribution is supported by Jater eminent writers like Bopadeva in
Harilildmrta; Sridhara, Vira-raghava, Vijayadhvaja, Vallabha and others.

As I have presented this traditional scheme and criticised it in details in
my Introduction to the Bh.P. pp, xxii-xxxiv (AITM series vol. VII), I may
briefly state that the claim of the Bh. P, as a Mahdpurdpa with ten characteris-
tics is tolerably justifiable within the limits of the Bh. P, as an epic of growth.

This traditional presentation of the contents of the Bh. P in the NP.
shows that the major portion of the BH.P. belongs to the pre-NP. era.
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CHAPTER NINETYSEVEN

The Naradiya Purdna : Contents

Sri Brahma said :

1. O Brahmana, listen, I shall recount to you the
Naradiya Purana comprising the twentyfive thousand verses,!
based on the story of Brhat Kalpa.

2-3a. In the first quarter of the carlier (first) division,
there is a dialogue between Siita and Saunaka, then there is
a succinct description of Creation. Many holy religious
stories connected with Pravitii (activity) have been narrated
in the first quarter of the first division by Sanaka, the great
soul.

3b-4. In the second quarter called ‘Moksa Dharma’,
there is the review of the means to salvation, the detailed
narration of the ancillaries of the Vedas and the birth of Suka.
All these have been recounted to the noble-souled Narada by
Sanandana.

5-7a. In the third quarter, the following have bcen
narrated to Narada by sage Sanatkumara : Pasu’s (individual
soul’s) liberation from Pasa (bondage of Sarhsara) as explained
in Maha Tantra; the consecration of the Mantras, the initiation,
the uplift of the Mantras, themode of worship, practical appli-
cation, Kavaca (recitation of mantras as protection or coat of

I. According to the Vdyu, Mt. P., Bh. P. A.P., Br. Vaivarta and the
statement of the NP. here, this Puriana consists of 25000 verses. But actually
the Venkajesvar Press cdition of the NP contains 18550 verses (13144 in the
1 part and 5406 in the II Part) PJ. VII 2, p 349 states that 1t consists of 17549
verses. According to Hazra, the Mt. P., AP and $k. P. had a different—an
earlier—version ofthe NP beforc them, as that NP (according to these
Purinas) was declared by Nirada with reference to Brhat Kalpa which is
merely mentioned here. In the present NP., Nirada is a listener. Hence the
present NP is different. Moreover, a number of Nibundha-writers quote from
the NP but the quotations are untraceable in this extant Purana. For example,
the 47 lines quoted from the NP by Jimitavihana in Kdlavivska are not traced
inthis NP. It appears that an earlier edition of the NP was a bigger one when
the mediaval Dharma-§astra writers used it.
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mail), the thousand names, the hymns to Ganesda, Siirya, Visnu,
Siva and Sakti in due order.

7b-9. Thefollowing topics have been recounted to Nirada
by Sage Sanatana in the fourth quarter : The characteristics of
the Purana, the authorities and means of valid knowledge,
charitable gifts, etc. have been mentioned separately alongwith
the proper time for the gifis. The holy vows that destroy all
sins and that have to be observed on the Pratipad (first day)
and other (subsequent) Tithis in all the months such as of
Caitra etc.

10. Thus the first division is summarised. It is called
Brhadakhyana. In the second division there is the enquiry about
the vowed observance of Ekadasi.

11-18. It is a dialogue between Vasistha and Mandhata :
It contains the meritorious story of Rukmaiangada, the origin
and activities of Mohini, the curse on Mohini by Vasu and
then the way of extrication therefrom; the holiest story of the
Ganga, the narration of the pilgrimage to Gaya; the incoin-
parable greatness of Kasi; the description of Purusottama, the
injunctions regarding the pilgrimage to the holy centres along-
with many incidental anccdotes; the greatness of Prayaga;
thercafter, that of Kuruksetra; the description of Haridvara; the
narration of Kamoda; the greatness of the holy centre Badari
as well as that of Kamiksa; the grcataess of Prabhasa; then the
description of Puskara; the story of Gautama afterwards and
then the hymn called Vedapada; the greatness of the holy
centre of Gokarna; the narrative of Laksmana; the narration
of the greatness of Setu (the Bridge built by Rama {rom
Bharata to Lanka) ; the description of the sacred river Narmada;
the greatness of Avanti; and that of Mathura; the greatness of
Vrndavana; the approach of the Pasu (individual soul) near
Brahman, the story of Mohini thercafter. These are the
contents of the Naradiya Purana.!

1. Despite the difference noted above. the division of the NP in  five
parts and the contents of each inentioned therein, do tally with the contents

of the extant Purana.
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19-21. The man who hears this with devotion or narrates
it with great concentration goes to the abode of Brahma; no
hesitation or doubt need be entertained in this respect. He who
gives (the manuscript of) this book to an excellent ,Brahmana
on the Isupiirna* (on the full moon day of the 5th month viz.
Sravana) alongwith seven cows, attains salvation. He who
describes this index of Naradiya Purana or listens to it with
concentration attains Heaven.

CHAPTER NINETYEIGHT

The Markandeya Purana : Contents

Sri Brahma said :
1. O sage, henceforth, I shall narrate the Purana named

Markandeya.! It is highly meritorious to those who read and

listen to it.
2. All the Dharmas have been reviewed therein with

reference to the wise birds (in the Vindhya mountains)2.
Markandeya Purana is said to contain nine thousand verses.?

*The correct reading should be Isd Parmmd; it will mean “Full-inoon
day of Asvina (Scptember-October).

1. This Purdna is available in two editions—B.I. (Bibliotheca Indica
series) and Venkatesvar Press. Both the editions, howcever, differ in the total
number of chapters (viz. 137 and 134) and number of verses in many chapters.
This Purana is noted for the Devi Mahdatmya or the famous Saplasati which,
though an interpolation, must have taken place long before 1000 A.D.; as
verses from the Saptasati arc quoted in the Dadhimati Mata Inscription (in
former Jodhpur state dated 289 of the Gupta era (608 A.D.) vide Epi. Ind. XI.
299-303. This Purana is assigred a date between 400-600 A.D. (Kane HD.
V : 11. 903)

2. VV 2-3. This refers to the introductory part (chs 1-7) of the Mk. P.
in which Markandeya directs Jaimini to approach the wise birds in Vindhya
mountain to get answers for his Mahabharara problems (about the Mahiabha-
rata story such as the reason of Nirguna Vasudeva’s assumption of human
form, Balarima’s token expiation for 2 Brahmana-slaughter etc.) I wonder
why Jaimini, a direct disciple of Vyasa, the author of the Mbh., approached
Mairkandeya for problems about the Mbh and not to Vyasa himself. The
wise birds called Dharmas explain his difficulties.

3. According to the NP.. Vayu, Malsya, Agni and Bh.P the Markandeya
P. consists of 9000 verses but the Venkatesvar edition gives only 6447 verses
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3. At the outset, the question of sage Markandeya to
Jaimini is mentioned. Thereafter, the nativity of birds designated
Dharma is recounted.

4. The story of their previous birth; the aberration of
Divaspati (Lord of Heaven); the pilgrimage of Bala, the
narrative of the sons of Draupadi.

5. The holy story of HariScandra; the battle named
Adibaka;! the narrative of the father and son (viz. Mahamati
and Sumati), then the story of Dattatreya.®

6. Then the story of Haihaya alongwith the great
narrative, (the story of Kuvalayasva ?) then the story of
Madalas3 is mentioned alongwith the story of Alarka.

7. The holy glorification of the creation is made in nine
ways; the end of the period of Kalpa is pointed out, the review
of the creation of the Yaksas.

8. The creation by Rudra and others is mentioned; the
activities in the continents have been mentioned; the stories
of the Manus, diverse and destructive of sins, have been
mentioned.

9. Among those stories, the story of Durga is exceedingly
meritorious, in the eighth Manvantara. Thereafter, the origin of
Pranava hailing from the brilliance of the three Vedas.

10. The narration of the nativity of Martanda alongwith
its greatness ; the race of Vaivasvata; then the story of Vatsapri.

11. Then theholy story of the noble-souled Khanitra is
mentioned; the story of Aviksit and the glorification of

(PJ. VIII.2. (349). It is possible that when NP. was finally redacted, the
storics of Rama, Puriravas, Nahusa, Krsna etc. must have been in the then
MSS of Mk, P., but thcy came to be deleted later and the printed editions
of the Mk.P. do not include them. Hence the deficiency in the number of
VErscs.

1. The combat fought between Adi  (an acquatic bird) and a crane
into which Vasistha and Visvamitra had been transformed respectively due to
curses given by them to each other due to the harsh treatment given by
Visvamitra to King Hariscandra. God Brahmi intervened and stopped this
duel.

2. Cf. Bh. P. 1.3,52 where Dattitreya, the 6th incarnation of Visnu
explained Anviksiki to Alarka and Prahlida.
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“Kimiccha” Vrata! (the vowed observance called “What do
you wish ?”’)

12. The story of Narisyanta, then the story of Iksvaku,
thereafter, the story of Nala, and then the excellefit story of
Ramacandra.

13. The narration of the line of Kusa; the description of
the lunar race; the holy story of Puriiravas and the wonderful
story of Nahusa.

14. The holy story of Yayati, the enumeration of the
scions of the family of Yadu; the story of infant Krsna and
then the story of his life at Mathura.

15. The story of his life at Dvaraka, the stories of all
incarnations. Then the description of the Sankhya philosophy,
the glorification of Sattva quality in the world.

16-18. Then the story of Markandeya; the benefit of
listening to the Purina. The inan who listens to this Purana
called Markandeya with great devotion and respect, O dear
onc, attains the greatest goal. He who writes a gloss on this,
attains the region of Siva; Ile who writes the whole Purana
and gives it to an excellent Brahmana on the full moon day in
the month of Karttika alongwith the replica of an elecphant in
gold, attains thc rcgion of Brahma. He who narrates or listens
to this index (of topics in this Purana) shall attain the benefit
desired as in the case of the whole Markandeya Purana.

1. Kimiccha Vrata is given in the MkP. 122 8,17,20.  Atithi is asked
what he wants and it is supplied to him. Aviksit, the son of Karandhama
carried this vrata of his mother and proclaimed : “O beggars (arthinal), 1

havc solemnly resolved to give you whatever you wish”’,
kimicchatha daddmyesa kriyamdne Kimicchike —Mk. P, 122.20
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CHAPTER NINETYNINE
The Agn: Purdna : Contents

Sri Brahma said -

1. Henceforth, I shall describe to you the Agni Purana.
The Fire-god recounted the events of I$ana Kalpal to Vasistha.

2. It comprises fifteen thousand? verses of various
wonderful stories. It dispels all the sins of men who listen
to this.

3. At the outset is the enquiry about the Purana, then
the story of all incarnations, then the chapter on the Creation
and then the (mode of) worship of Visnu and other things.3

1. This Purdnais an encyclopaedia of the mediaeval India as stated

by it : Agneye hi purane’smin sarva vidyah pradarsitah
AP. 383.52

Although the NP is supported by the Mt P. and $k.P. in connecting the
events in the AP to Ifana Kalpa, the extant AP does not mention that Kalpa
or that the incidents therein belong to that Kalpa. This is quite natural, as
Hazra points out that the genuine, Agneya Purdna was forced to travel to the
south and came to be known as the Vahni Purdpa and is awaiting publication,
Hazra states that it is considerably frce from the influecnce of Tantrism
while the extant AP is a spurious Agneya Purdna written under the influence
of Tantrism in the 9th cent. A.D. He states that the extant Agni Purdpa is
different from thc AP which was beforc the writer of the NP. The Sk. P.
states that glorification of the Agni is the aim of the AP but that is not
found in the present text of the AP. Moreover, a number of verses said to be
quotations from the AP in Ballilasena’s Ddnasdgara are not traced in the
present text of the AP.

Hence, it is held that the published text of the AP is different from the
text available to the writer of the NP (vidc Hazra : Present Agni Purapa”
—IHO. XII 683-691, ‘Our Heritage’ Vol. Lu 209. 45).

2. The NP. is supported by the Bh. P, and Br. Vaivarta in claiming
15000 verses to the AP. The AP also calls itself to be Paicadasa-sihasram
(382.64). The statements that it contains 16000 verses (the Vayu, Mt.P
Sk.Pyshows that those Purinas refer to a different version The Anandisrama
edition has 11,457 verses. But Hazra has shown that the Anandisrama
edition is not the original Purdna but a late compilation. the original Agneya
or Vahni Purana is unpublished (Ilazra—¢Discovery of genuine Agneya
Purana”, Journal, Oriental Institute Baroda V. pp.411-416.

3. VV 3.22 give the list of various topics described in the AP. As
the Vahni Purana is not availabie in print, nothing can be said about the con-
tents of that genuinc AP. But a comparison of the topics mentioned in these
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4. Then the rites of fire worship, thereafter, the
characteristics of the Mantras and Mudras (gestures), etc., the
injunctions regarding all initiations; the reviéw of the procedure
of ablutions.

5. The characteristics of Mandala (mystic diagram)
etc., then the rite of Marjana (wiping off) with the water from
Kusa grass; the injunction regarding the wearing of the Pavitra
(Kusa grass with a loop and a tail worn like a ring), and then
the instructions regarding the temples.

6-7. Then the worship of Silagraima etc., the separate
signs and symbols of the Mirtis, the injunctions regarding the
Nyasa rites, the worship of Vinayaka etc. alongwith their
Pratistha (installation), thereafter the rules regarding initiation
of diverse kinds; the installation of all deities and the review of
the Cosmic egg.

8. The greatness of the Ganga and other holy rivers, the
description of the continents and the sub-continents, the
arrangement of the upper and the lower worlds, the review of
Jyotiscakra (the circle of the luminaries.)

9. Jyotisa (Astrology and Astronomy) is then described
and then the scripture ‘“Yuddhajayarnava’” (Ocean of the
conquests in battles) , then the six holy rites are narrated and also
the collections of Mantras and medicinal herbs to be used with
Mantras.

10. The rites of worshipping Kubjika (an unmarried girl
of eight years) etc., then the six types of Nyasa rites, then the

injunction regardmg “kotihoma’” (a crore of Homas), the
review of the Manvantaras.

11. The pious rites of Brahmacarya (vow of celibacy)
etc., then the rules regarding the rituals of Sraddha, then Graha-
yajiia (the sacrifice for the planets) is mentioned, then the
various holy rites laid down in the Vedas and the Smrtis.

12. The narration of expiatory rites, the Vratas etc. to
be performed on the various Tithis, days of the week and the
constellations.

verses with those in the extant AP (GM;-edition) shows in majority of the
topics mentioned in the NP are found in the extant AP.
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13. The guidance regarding monthly Vratas, the rules
regarding the charitable gifts of lamps, the worship of the
Navavyuhas (the nine manifestations) and the review of
hells.

14. The review of Vratas (sacred vowed observances)
and charitable gifts, the direction regarding Nadi Cakra (circle
of nerves) and the excellent rules regarding the Sandhya
prayers.

15. The stipulation regarding the meaning of the
Gayatri, then the hymn unto the Linga, the specification of
the Mantras for the coronation of kings; the righteous duties
(and activities) of kings.

16. Then the chapter on dreams is mentioned, the
review of omens, etc., the specification regarding Mandala
(mystic diagram) etc., then the rules regarding ‘Ratna Diksa’

17. The guidance in polity mentioned by Rama, then
the characteristics of Ratnas (jewels), then the science of
archery is described, then the method of dealing is revealed.

18. The narrative of the conflict between the Devas and
the Asuras, the review of Ayurveda (Medical Science), the
Veterinary science (e. g. the treatment of elephants etc., and
their pacification).

19. The treatment of cows, diagnosis and treatment of
men, etc., then the different kinds of Pijas; different kinds of
Santis (pacificatory rites) ; then the science of prosody.

20. Then literature (literary criticism) and the (lexicon
of) single-syllabled norms, thereafter, the enumeration of the
formation of words, then lexicon according to the different
groups and formations.

21. The characteristics of dissolutions; the review of the
Sariraka (limbs of the body in AP. ch. 370), description of
hells, then the Yoga system of Philosophy.

22. Thereafter, thec knowledge of the Brahman, the
benefit of listening to the Purana, O Brihmana, this is mentioned
as the Agni Purana.

23-25. He who writes this and gives it to a person who
knows the meanings of the Purana, on the full moon day in the
month of Margaéirsa in accordance with the injunctions,
alongwith a gold lotus and a replica of a cow in gingelly seeds,
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is honoured in the heavenly world. This index of topics in the
Agni Purana narrated toyou is the bestower of salvation unto
the men who read and listen to this, It benefits them both
here and hereafier. ‘

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED

The Bhavisya Purana : Contents

Sri Brahma said :

1. Henceforth, I shall recount to you the Bhavisya
Purana! which yields all Siddhis and which bestows the desired
objects of all the worlds.

2. Init, I have come up as the primordial maker of all
the Devas. For the purpose of creation, there was born the
Svayambhuva (son of the self-born) Manu formerly.

3. He bowed to me and asked me about Dharma (pious
and religious duties) that is the means of achieving all objects.

1. This Bhavisya Purdna is not what is mentioned in the Apastamba
Dharma Siitra (1.6.19.13) not the extant Venkatesvara Ldt. For the NP in the
following verses (VV 4ff) mentions that Vyasa divided this Purana into five
divisions viz. Brahma, Vaisncva, Saiva, Saura and Pratisarga. But the published
Bhavisya Purina has only four Parvas viz. Brihma, Madhyama, Pratisarga and
Uttara. NP verse 5 states that the Bhavisya P. described the incidents of the
Aghora Kalpa which is not mentioned in the Printed Edition. The NI’ in V 6.
states that the 1st Parvan (Brahma) is a dialogue between Sata and Saunaka
which is not found in the printed edition. Pratisarga Parvan in the printed
editions 1s a fabrication as it refers to the stories of Adam and Eve, Kabir,
Nanak and Caitanya etc.

Thus the account regarding the ¢xtent and contents of the Bhavisya P
as given in the NP.,, Mt P. 53. 30-31, AP. 272. 12 does not tally with the
printed editions. The number of verses in the Bhavisya P is 14500 according to
Mt. P. and Vayu. P. but 14000 according to NP. verse 13 and Agni (272.
12) but the Printed edition is much longer (25,936 verses). PJ—VII-2, p.
349. Thus the NP dcscribes a different version of the Bhavisya P. than the
published one.
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Very much delighted I expounded to him the Dharmasamhita
(a compendium on Dharma.)

4. When the highly intelligent Vyasa classificd the
Puranas, thesage divided that Samhita(of the Bhavisya Purana)
into five divisions.

5. The incidents of Aghora Kalpa are mentioned
alongwith many wonderful stories. There the first Parvan is
Brahma where the Upakrama (beginning) is mentioned.

6. Tn the course of the dialogue between Siita and
Saunaka* there is the transmission of the enquiry regarding the
Purana. It is full of the stories of the sun and accompanied by
all narratives.

7. The entire form of the scripture is endued with the
characteristics of creation etc. Thereafter, the characteristics of
the calligraphy of the writers of books are mentioned.

8. The characteristic features of all Samskaras (purifi-
catory rites) are mentioned here. Seven rituals regarding the
Tithis of the lunar fortnight are mentioned.

9-10. The Kalpas for the remaining Tithis beginning
with Astami (eighth day) are mentioned in the section called
Vaisnava Parvan. In the next Parvan called Saiva Parvan
those who are different in bodies are mentioned. (?) In the
Saura Parvan the final stories are mentioned. The next Parvan
is called Pratisarga. It contains different storics alongwith the
conclusion of the Purana. It is the fifth Parvan.

11-12. Among these five, in the first Parvan, the glory
of Brahma is very much greater than that of Visnu
or Siva in regard to Dharma, Kama (love) and Moksa
(salvation). Thus the story mentioned in the second, third and
the fourth section (Varga) called Saura and in the last one
named Pratisarga has been recounted.

13. The Parvan alongwith the Bhavisya has been pro-
claimed by the intclligent Vyasa. The Purana consists of
fourteen thousand verses.

14. The Bhavisya is that Parvan (Purana) where the
equality among all the deities is glorified. In the point of view

*Not found in the published version of this Purina
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of the comparison of the Gunas, the Sruti says that “Brahman
is equal.”

15-16. That a learned person who bci‘ng free from
jealousy writes or gets written this Purana and on the full
moon day of the month called ‘Pausa’ (December-January)
worships duly both the reader (of this Purana) and the book
(the manuscript of this Purana) alongwith the replica of a
cow made of jaggery as well as gold, clothes, garlands and
ornaments,

17. Or a person who has subdued his sense-organs,
observes fasts or takes only one meal per day of sacred Havisya
food (food worthy of being oblated in sacrificial fire), hears or
glorifies (recounts) this with concentrated mind becomes
absolved of terrible sins and attains to the supreme region of
Brahma.

18-19. He who reads or listens to this index to Bhavisya
Puriana as mentioned here shall attain worldly pleasures and
liberation.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND ONE

The Brahma-Vaivarta Purdna : Contents

Sri Brahma said :

1. Odear child, I shall recount to you the tenth Purana
named Brahmavaivarta.! It points out the path of the
Vedas.

1. This Purana is Brahma-Vaivarta as the entire Brahman was mani-
fested by Krsna :
vivrtarh Brahma kirtsnyena Kyspena yatra Saunaka |
Brahma-Vaivartakam tena pravadanti purd-vidah |/
—Brahma-Vaivarta 1.1-10
Itis obviously a Vaispava Purgna—mainly devoted to the glorification of
Radha and as such is very popular with Gaudiya Vaisnavas. According to
Wilson this work does not deserve to be called a Purdpa (Vispupurdpa, Intro.
LXV—LXVII)
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2. In it the Lord himself assumed the form of Savarna
and narrated the subject matter of the Purana to Narada,! the
divine sage. He mentioned the entire miraculous non-mundane
subject matter to him.

3. The essence of virtue (dharma), wealth, love and
liberation from bondage of sarhsara is the pleasure in and love
for Hari and Hara. In order to establish their non-difference is
meant the excellent Brahmavaivarta (transformation of
Brahman),

4. The events of Rathantara Kalpa narrated in details
by me in the Purana of hundred crores of verses were condensed
and narrated by the knower of the Vedas (i.e. Vyasa).

5. In the Purana called Brahmavaivarta he condensed it
into four parts. This Purana is reputed to contain cighteen
thousand verscs.?

6. It consists of parts (sections) called Brahma, Prakrti,
Ganesa and Krsna. There the Purana starts with the dialogue
between Sita and Sages.

7. The first chapter (prakarana) pertains to the crea-
tion; then there isa great verbal disputation between Narada
and Vedhas (god Brahma) in which both of them met with a
great defeat.

8-10a. Then the attainment of Siva’s world. The acqui-
sition of perfect knowledge through the realisation of Siva’s
Atman through Siva’s exposition. Thereafter, O Marici, Narada

1. Although the NP. states that this Puriana is in the form of a dialogue
between Lord Siavarni and Nirada, in the printed edition (GM) Sauti and
Saunaka are the interlocutors in the 1st (Brahma) Khanda while Naradyana
(and not Savarni) and Narada are the interlocutors in the rest of the
khandas.

2. This statement of NP regarding the extent of the Brahma Vaivarta
(18000 verses) is supported by the Vdayu, MT, P. AP., BH.P., and Brahma
Vaivarta itself.

As{ddasa-sahasram ca Brahma-Vaivartam ipsitam
Br, Vai. IV. 131, 16

But in the Anandasrama edt. there are 20,694 verses (PJ VII 2. p.
349) and GM edt. adds an additional (spurious) khapda—Kdsirahasya.
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goes to the hermitage of Savarni' which was resorted to by
Siddhas for the purpose of perfect knowledge. That is an
exceedingly meritorious hermitage causing wonderment in the
three worlds. This is well known as Brahma Khanda., It is des-
tructive of sins.

10b-11. Then the dialogue between Savarni and Narada
is recounted. It contains the greatness of Krspa and a number
of various different anecdotes, the greatness of the Kalas
(digits) that are parts of Prakrti is described.

12. 'The modc of worship in the precise manner has been
described in detail. This is the well known Prakrti Khanda
that brings about prosperity.

13. The word of enquiry about the nativity of Ganecsa :
Parvati’s great and meritorious Vrata (holy vow) ; the birth of
Vighnesaalong with Karttikeya.

14-15a. The wonderful story of Karttavirya and Jamada-
gnya (Parasurama). A great disputc arises between Ganesa
and Jamadagnya (Parasurama). This is the Vighnesa Khanda
that dispels all obstacles.

15b-16. The enquiry regarding the birth of Srikrsna :
The narration of his birth in wonderful manner, his departure
to Gokula (the cowherds’ colony), the miracles of killing
Putana, etc.; his sports during infancy and boyhood of
diverse kinds, are described.

17. 'TheRasa sportin the autumn alongwith the cowherd-
esses is mentioned ; his secret dalliance with Radha is described
in detail.

18. Thereafter, Hari goes to Mathura accompained by
Akrira. After the killing of Kamsa and otkers Krsna is con-
secrated as a twice-born (i.e. investiture with the sacred

thread.)

1. The Printed text of Br. Vaivarta Brahma Khapda Ch. 28 does not
mention Savarni at all. God Sankara sends Nirada to Nariyana in the
Badarivana and the rest of the Purana is a dialogue between Nirada and
Narayana (and not Savarni though Savarni in the NP. is regarded as iden-
tical with Visnpu).

A detailed comparison of the contents of the printed Br. Vaivarta Purdna
and those given in the NP shows that the author of the NP had a different
version of this Purapna before him,
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19. The wonderful learning of all lores from Sandipani
of Kasi, the killing of Yavana, thereafter the departure of
Hari to Dvaraka.

20. The killing of Naraka etc, was wonderfully carried
out by Krsna. O Brahmana, this is the Krsna Khanda that
cuts at the root of worldly existence of men.

21. This is read, hcard, meditated upon, worshipped
and saluted. Thus is the Supramundane Brahmavaivarta Purana.

22. 'This is narrated at the outset by Vyasa. One who
reads it and listens to it is liberated from the terrible occan of
worldly existence through the acquisition of perfect knowledge
and the suppression of ignorance.

23. He who writes this out and makes a gift of it on the
full moon day in the month of Magha alongwith a cow attains
Brahmaloka. He is liberated from the bondage of ignorance.

24. He too, who reads or listens to this index (contents
of this Purana) attains the desired benefit, thanks to Krsna’s
grace.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND TWO

The Linga Purana : Contents

God Brahma said :

1. O son, listen, I shall recount to you the Purana called
Linga.! It bestows worldly pleasures and salvation on those
who read and listen to it.

2. It was while stationed in the huge fiery column that
Hara narrated (the subject matter in the Purana) named Linga
to me in order that virtue etc, may be realised. The story refers

1. The LP is published by the Venkatesvara Press, G.M. Calcutta.
and MLBD, Delhi. Its translation is published in the AITM, Motilal
Banarsidass, Delhi. I have used the GM. edition for reference here.
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to the incidents of the Agni Kalpa.!
3. The same thing was described by the holy Lord Vyasa

in two parts. The Linga Purana is mentioned to be miraculous
with many narratives.

4. It comprises of eleven thousand verses.? It indicates
the greatness of Hara. It is greater than all the other Puranas.
It is the essence of the three worlds.

5. There is the enquiry at the start of the Purina. The
former creation is succinctly described. Then the Yoga system
is narrated; thereafter, the Kalpa is recounted.

6. The origin of the Linga; then Amba is glorified; then
the holy dialogue between Sanatkumara and Silada’s son i.e.
Nandin.

7. Thereafter, the story of Dadhica, the review of the
Yugadharma (virtue peculiar to the different Yugas), then the
narrative of the Bhuvana Kosa (The globe of the world), then
the Solar and the Lunarraces are described.

8. Then the creation is described in detail; then the
story of the Tripuras; the installation of the Linga and then the
liberation of the Pasu (individual soul) from Pasa (bondage i.e.
from samsara)

9. The holy rites of Siva, the survey of good conduct
Expiatory rites; Aristas (evil portents, harassments etc.); then
the description of Kasi and Sri Saila.

10. The narration of Andhaka; then the story of Variha
(The Divine Boar), the story of Nrsirnhha and then the slaying

of Jalandhara.

1. The NP states that the Liriga Purdpa (LP) refers to incidentsin the
Agni Kalpa, but LP 1 2.1 states that it describes the incidents in the [fana-
Kalpa.

Itana-Kalpa-vrttantam adhikrtya mahdtmand/
Brakmana kelpitam pirvam Purdpam Laingam uttamam||

It means that the NP used a different and older version of the LP than
the extant published editions.

2. This statement of the NP regarding the extent of the LP (viz.
11,000 verses) has been endorsed by the Vayu, Mt.P., Bh.P., A.P. etc. The LP
also states that it consists of 11000 verses ;

Asyatkddasa- sshasrar granthamanam iha dvijah|
But actually the Venkata Edt. of the LP contains 9185 verses (P]J VII—

2. p. 349)
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11. The thousand epithets of Siva, the destruction of
Daksa’s sacrifice. Kama is burnt down, then the story of the
marriage of Girija.

12. Then the story of Vinayaka, that of the kings and
that of Siva; then the story of Upamanyu. This is the summary
of the first section.!

13. The narration of the greatness of Visnu, then the
story of Ambarisa, O sage, again there is the dialogue between
Sanatkumara and Nandisa.

14. The greatness of Siva, the mode of ablution and sacri-
ficial system (yaga) etc. the injunction regarding the worship of
the sun-god. Then the worship of Siva that confers liberation
from sarnsara.

15. Many types of charitable gifts are mentioned ; then the
chapter on Sraddha, the Pratistha Tantra (the ritualistic text of
installation), then the glorification of Aghora.

16. The great Vidya of Vajresvari, then the glory of
Gayatri, the greatness of Tryambaka, (the three-eyed Lord) as
well as that of listening to the Purana.

17. Thus the latter half of theLinga Purana as compos-
ed by Vyasa has been recounted by me and the greatness of
Rudra is indicated.?

18-19a. This Purana must be written and giftedto a
Brahmana with devotion on the full moonday in the month of
Philguna alongwith gingelly seeds and a cow. He who does
so, attains Sayujya with Siva. He does not have to suffer from
old age or death.

19b-20a. The man who reads or listens to the Linga
Purana that dispels sins, enjoys pleasures in this world and
at the end attains to Siva’s city.

1. Though the NP refers to a few topics in the Parva Bhdiga, most of
them are found in the extant editions.

2. A comparison of topics given in the NP and those found in the
printed (GM) cdition shows that the published LP has many topics common
with the LP that was before the author of the NP,



1382 Ndrada Purdna

20b-21. The man who reads the index and the man who
listens to this—both of them are the devotees of Siva. They
enjoy both the worlds through the Grace of the Lord of Girija.
There is no doubt about this.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND THREE

The Varaha Purana : Contents

God Brahma said :

1. O dear one, listen. I shall recount the Varaha Puranal.
It is comprised of two parts and it continuously indicates the
greatness of Visnu.

2-3. The context of the Manasa Kalpa composed by me
before, or description of the acts I did in the Manava Kalpa
before was compiled by Vyasa, the most excellent one among
scholars in this Purina that comprises twenty-four thousand
verses. Vyasa is the incarnation of Visnu himself on the earth.
There at the outset is the auspicious dialogue between the
Earth and Varaha. (Divine Boar-Visnu).

1. The Purdana is extant in two recensions—The Northern and the
Southern. The Northern recension published in the B 1. (Bibliotheca Indica)
series contains 217 chapters and 9654 verses ( with some chapters e.g. 81-83
in prosc) and Not 24,000 verses as stated in the NP below (verse 2) and
endorsed by the Viayu, MT. P., Bh. P. and while the Agni P (272. 16) credits
it with 14000 verses. Though the NP states that the Vardka P. has two parts,
the published edition has one part only, though there arc indications in ch.
217 that there must have been a second part as well.

This Purina is supposed to have been narrated by Visnu-Variha to the
carth-goddess. Kane observes that it is remarkable that Vyisa does not
appear in this Purana though Sita figures at the beginning of several chapters
(HD V.ii, p. 904).

It is obvious that the author ofthe NP had a different and bigger version
of the Varaka Purdna before him.
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4. In the course ofthe incidents of the earlier period,
there is the story of Rambha and then that of Durjaya, there-
after Sraddha Kalpa (the rituals of the $Sraddha) is described.

5. The narration of the great penance (Mahitapas)-then
the origin of Gauri, Viniyaka, the Nagas, the commander-in-
chicf (i.e. Karttikeya) and Aditya (the sun).

6. Then therc is the narrative of the Ganas of the .god-
dess, of Kubera and that of Vrsa; then the narrative of Satya-
tapasa alongwith the narration of vratas.

7. Thereafter, Agastyagita and Rudragita are narrated;
then the glory of the destruction of demon Mahisa (Buffalo)
brought ahout by the three Sakiis.

8. Then is the chapter on Parvans (religious festivals),
the incidental narrative of Sveta and the charitable gift of cows.
All thesc incidents had already been pointed out by me in the
section on DBhagavad Dharma (virtuous pathway to the
Lord).

9-12. Thercafter, the narration of Vratas and Tirthas, the
expiatory bodily rites for thirtytwo offences. The greatness of
holy centres is mentioned scparately and particularly of
Mathurid, thereafter, the rules of procedure regarding Sraddha
etc., the description of the world of Yama, in the context of the
son of the sage, the ultimate result of Karmans and the review
of Visnu's Vratas, the greatness of Gokarna that is destructive
of sins, is mentioned. Thus the early part (i.c. the first part) of
the Purana is reviewed.

13-14.  In the latter part, in the coursc of the dialogue
betwecen Pulastya and theking of Kurus, the greatness of all the
holy centres is mentioned in detail, severally.

All the virtues too have been mentioned. The holy Parvan
pertaining to Puskara is mentioned. Thus the Variha Purana.
that is destructive of sins is recounted to you.

13-17.  This increases devotion to the Lord, of those
who read and listen to this. He who writes out this Purama
anl gives it to a Brahmana with devotion, along with a gold
replica of Garuda and gingelly seeds and a cow, on the full
moon day in the month of Caitra, attains the abode of Visnu.
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He is paid obcisance by the groups of Devas and sages. He
who reads or listens to this index obtains devotion to Visnu that

is the cause of dissolution of worldly existence.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR

The Skanda Purana : Contents

God Brahma said :
1. Odear ong,listen. I shall recount Skanda Puranpal

wherein Lord Mahadeva is present in every word.
2. In the Purana of a hundred crores of verses, 1 had
described the story of Siva. In a hundred thousand verses, the

essence of those topics has been described by Vyasa.

1. The NP states (veice 3) that the Sk. P (Shanda Purana) consists of
81,000 verses—a view shared by the Sk.P. itsell and by At P. (53-41-42) Br.
Vaivarta and Devi Bhagavata. The Vayu and the Bh. P. credit it with 81,000
verses while AP (272. 17) and Skanda (clsewhere) state that the Sk. P. has
84,000 verses.

Caturasiti—Sihasram Shandam Skanderitam mahat/ |

But the Venkatesvar edt. contains 94,343 vewses (PJ VIT 2.349).
According to the NP. the Sk. P. is divided in the following Khandas— Vahes-
vara, Vaisnava, Brahma, K51, Avanti, Nagara and Prabhisa. Onc more Khanda—The
Sahyidri—is separately published. But in the Sita Samhita the Skanda consists
of 6 Sambhitas, tifty Khapdas and a hundred thousand verses. The names of
Samhitis being Sanatkumdra, Sita, Sankari, Vaispavi, Brahmi and Saura.

The published editions—Venkatesvar, Bangavasi, Naval Kishor Press
(Lucknow) and Gurumandal are not unanimous in contents. Thus in part I
of Avantikhanda 84 chapters of the glory of 84 Lingas (Caturasiti linga
madhatmya) are not included in the Lucknow edition, while in the II Part of
the Avantikhanda, the Lucknow edition gives 110 different chapters. In other
words, the Lucknow and Bombay editions differ considerably in the Avanti
Khanda. The GM includes the spurious Satya-nirdyana Maéhdtmya in the
Revi khanda (pp. 1122-2235) —and that too of 4 chapters while usually we
find 5 chapters of the same.
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3. He has named it Skanda. There are seven khandas
(parts) in it. It comprises eighty one thousand verses. It is
destructive of all sins.

4. He who listens to this or reads this becomes Siva
himself. Therein all the rites and rituals regarding Mahesvara
have been revealed by Sanmukha (Skanda).

3-6. These incidents which bring about all Siddhis had
happened in the Tatpurusa Kalpa. The Mahesvara Khanda-,
the first Skandha of this (Purana) destroys all sins. It consists of
a little less than twelve thousand verses. It is highly merito-
tious and contains big stories. It contains hundreds of good
stories. It indicates the greatness of Skanda.

7. The following are the topics dealt with! in the context
of the greatness of Kedara, the Purana has its starting point;
thereafter the story of Daksa’s Yajfia and then the benefit of
worshipping Siva Linga.

Although the Venkatesvara Edt. contains more than 12,000 verses more
than the extent recorded in the NP and other Puranas, the Venkatesvare
edition does not include the Mathura and Mdgha M ahatmyas in the Vaisnavas
khanda, though the NP mentions them as a part of that khapda. Needless
to say that the author of the NP had a different edition than those before
the modern editors of the Bombay, Lucknow and Calcutta editions.

As the SK. P. is a stupendously voluminous Purana a detailed analysis
of all its contents 1s not possible here for want of space.

1. VV 7-19 mention the main topics in the Maiahesvara khanda. In
the GM editions it covers the following subparts, the total no. of pages of
this khanda being 799.

Sub part. No. of chs. pages.
I 35 1—254
1II Kaumaiika 66 255—683
Khanda
111 Arupdcalu—Mahitmya— Piirvardhe
13 684—742
IV —do— (Uttarardha) 24 743—799

Out of the vastness of this volume, the NP. merely mentions the topics
contained in the following chapters.
Section Chapters
I 1-7, 9-13, 27-31, 34
I1 3,78,9,15, 16-33, 37,38, 39, 40, 53, 66.
1IT 10-11,
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8. The narration of churning the ocean, then the
story of Indra, the ruler of the Devas; the narrative of Parvati
and her subsequent marriage.

9. The birth of Kumira (Skanda) is narrated there-
after, then the battle wish Taraka, then the narration of
Pasupati, alongwith that of Canda.

10. The narration of being engaged in the game of dice,
the meeting with Narada. Then in the context of the great-
ness of Kumara, the story of five Tirthas (holy centres).

11. The anecdote of king Dharmavarman; the enu-
meration of rivers and oceans; thercafter, the story of Indra-
dyumna alongwith the story of Nadi-jangha.

12.  The appearance of the Earth, the story of Damanaka,
the contact between the Earth and the ocean, then the story of
Lord Kumara.

13. Then the fight with Taraka alongwith various anec-
dotes, the killing of Taraka, the installation of five Lingas.

14. The holy narration of the contincnts, the orderly
arrangement of the upper worlds, the situation and magnitude
of the Cosmic Egg, the story of Varkaresa.

15.  The origin of Mahakila and his extremely miraculous
story, the greatness of Vasudeva, thereafter the Koti Tirtha.

16. The narration of different holy centres, Gupta
Ksetra (near the confluence of the Mahi with the sea) the holy
story of the Pandavas and the achievement of great Vidya.

17. The wonderful conclusion of pilgrimage to holy
centres by Kumara; the greatness of Arunicala, the conversa-
tion between Sanaka and Brahma.

18. The description of Gauri’s penance, the review of
different holy centres, the narrative of demon Mahisa and his
wonderful death,

Actually we find that the NP touches a fringe of this part of the SkP
and a great number of topics are not even mentioned.

The same is the case with other Khapdas. One wonders whether a
shorier version of the Sk. P. was used by the NP or a casual mention of a
few chapters was looked upon as a table of contents in those days. Many of
the topics not mentioned by the NP are found in other Purdpas also and
as such one should think thrice before branding them spurious.
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19. The permanent residence of Siva in Dronicala has
ever been glorified. Thus the part of Mahe§vara Khanda has
been recounted.

20. The second part is called the Vaisnava Khanda.
Listen to the stories contained in it. At the outset, the narrative
of the Earth and Variha.

21. The greatness of the mountain Venkata, destructive of
sins is mentioned therein; the holy story of Kamala, the resi-
dence of Srinivasa therein.

22. The story of Kulala (potter), the story of Suvarna-
mukhari,! the wonderful tale of Bharadvaja alongwith different
narratives.

23. The dialogue between Matanga and Afijana that is
destructive of sins, the greatness of Purusottama? (Jagannatha)
in Orissa thereafter.

24. The story of Markendeya, the tale of king Ambarisa
and the auspicious stories of Indradyumna and Vidyapati.

25. O Brahmana, thereafter, there are the stories of
Jaimini, Narada and Nilakantha, then the description of
Narasimha.

26. The story of horse-sacrifice of the king and his
attainment of Brahmaloka, the procedure regarding the Ratha
Yatra (chariot procession), the rules regarding the abodc of
birth.

*The NP. refers to the following chapters from Sk. P. II in VV 9 1-11
chs : 3-8; 9-15, 16-32, 33, 36-40, 53, 66 (from the GM edition)

The GM text of the Sk. P. devotes the whole of TI[—Uttarirdha to
Arunicala.

1. VV 22-23 refer to incidents in the Vesnkafdcala Mahditmya (sub-part
I of this Khanda). The story of Suvarna Mukhari covers chs. 29-35 and the
dialogue between Matanga and Afjana, chs. 39-40. Out of the 40 chapters
of this Mahdtmya, only the above topics are mentioned.

2. Purusottama Ksetra is Jaganniatha Puri in Orissa though originally a
Buddhist shrine but before the time of the NP. it was completely Brahmanised.
This Ksctra-Mahatmya consists of 60 chapters which are briefly mentioned
here in VV 24-28. Of special interest are Ratha-1dtrd (the procession of
Jagannitha in a chariot) chs 33, 44. The Sayana-Utsava chs 43-44. NP men-
tions a few more stories e. g. that of Indradyumna and Vidyapati, Gundiva
and Vratas like Akdmika Pijad,
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27. The anecdote of Daksinamiirti, the tale of Gundiva,
the arrangement for the maintenance of the chariot, the glorifi-
cation of the Sayana-Utsava (the festival of Deity’s going
to sleep). :

28. The story of Sveta is mentioned here; then the review
of Prthutsava (the great Festival), the Dolotsava ( Festival of the
Swing) of the lord and the observance called annual Vrata, the
Akamika Pija (worship without entertaining any desire in
return) of Visnu. Different kinds of Yoga and means thereto
according to the teaching of Uddalaka.

29. The ten incarnations are enumerated; the rite of
ablution etc. is glorified; then the greatness of Badarika?! that is
destructive of sins.

30-32. Thegreatness of Agniand other holy centres situ-
ated in the rock of Vainateya; the cause for the residence of the
Lord; the holy centre named Paficadhara, the situation of
Meru. In the context of Karttika, the glory of Madalasa.

33. The narrative of Dhumrakesa, the daily rites and
duties in the month of Karttika,? the description of ¢Pafica-
Bhisma’’ Vrata that bestows worldly pleasures and salvation.

34. Then in the context of the greatness of Marga-
§irsa,® the rules of procedure regarding the bath, the
glorification of Pundra (the mark onthe forehead) etc., the
meritorious nature of wearing garlands, etc.

1. VV 29-32 adequately decal with the 111 section called Badarikdsrama
Mahatmya as most of the topics like holy centres of the rocks of Vainateya
(ch. 4) Kapalamocana, Paiicadhari (ch. 7)and Meru-Saristhipana (ch. 8)
are mentioned herein.

2, VV 32-33 deal with the topics in the *‘glory of the month of
Karttika” (Kirttika-mdsa-makatmya). In the original Sk. P., this section con-
tains 36 chapters. Qut of them chapters connected with the glory of
religious rites in this month and the Bhisma paficaka vrata (ch. 32) are men-
tioned and the story of Jalandhara ignored unless we identify “Dhimrakesa”
(mentioned in the NP) with Jalandhara.

3. VV 34.38 decal with the section Mdrgasirsa Mahdtmya which consists
of 17 chapters in the original. It contains the various rites regarding bath
(ch. 1), the Pundra mark on thc forchead (ch. 2), the details of worship
(chs. 5, 7, 8,9). The importance of Ekadasi and rules of observing that
fast (chs. 11-13, 15 & 16) and the glory of Mathura (ch. 17).
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35. The meritin the ablution with Paficimrta, the bene-
fit originating from ringing the bell etc.; the benefit of wor-
shipping with different kinds of flowers, the benefit accruing
from the Tulasi leaves.

36. The greatness of Naivedya (food offering) to
God, the glorification of Harivasara (Hari’s day i.e. Ekadasi)
The Akhandaikadasi (the unbroken Ekadasi) as well as the
merit of keeping awake during Ekadasi.

37. The rules regarding the festival thereof, the narrative
of illustrious names of God, recountingof the merit of meditation,
the greatness of Mathura, etc.

38. Thereafter, the greatness of the holy centre Mathura
is separately mentioned, then the greatness of twelve forests is
mentioned.

39. In this context, the greatness of Srimad Bhagavatal
is mentioned in the course of dialogue between Vajra and
Sandilya, the inner sports are revealed.

40. Then the greatness of the months of Magha? is review-
ed in ten chapters in regard to bath, charitable gifts and Japas
alongwith suitable anecdotes connected therewith.

41. Then in the context of the greatness of the devotees
of Visnu the benefit of Sayyidana (charitable gift of beds)
ismentioned ; the rules regarding the gift of water are mentioned ;
then the story of Kama.

42. The story of Srutadeva, the wonderful anecdote of
the Vyadha (hunter), the special glorification of Aksaya
Trtiya® (the everlasting Trtiya i.e. the third day of the bright
half of Vaisakha)

1. That the SkP has a Bhdgavata Mahdtmya is less known as generally
the Bhigavata Mahatmya in the Padma P. is printed at the beginning of differ-
ent editions of the Bh. P.

2. The GM edition of the Sk. P. does not give Mdgha Mahitmya but
gives Vaitakha Mahdtmya instead. The Mdgha Mahdtmya mentioned in the NP
consisted of 10 chapters.

3. The Sk. P. gives a section of 25 chapters for Vaifdkha Mdsa
Mahitmya. But the NP mentions only one topic viz. the glorification of
Aksaya treiyd (ch. 23 in the original Sk. P.) and ignores all other chapters.
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43. In the context of the greatness of Ayodhya! the two
holy Tirthas viz. Cakratirtha and Brahmatirtha are mentioned.
These two bring about the liberation from the sin of drinking
spirituous liquor; the heavenly door with a thousand Supports.

44. The description of Candrahari and Dharmahari, the
anecdote of Svarnavrsti (shower of gold); the confluence of
Tiloda and Sarayi.

45. The holy pool of Sita, the lineage of Guptahari, the
confluence of Sarayu and Gharghard; the holy centres of
Gopratara, Dugdhoda and the set of five (Tirthas) beginning
with Gurukunda.

46. Thereafter, the description of thirteen Tirthas such
as Soma, Arka etc., the greatness of Gaya-kipa (the well of
Gaya) that causes all sins to recede.

47. Thereafter, the holy spots beginning with the hermi-
age of Mandavya, that of Ajita etc., and Mainasa etc. are
mentioned.

48. Thus the second Khanda called Vaisnava is explained.
Hereafter, O Marici, listen to the Brahmakhanda that bestows
merit.

(The summary of Brahma Khanda)

49. In the context of the greatness of Setu (Bridge built
by Rama over the sea), the benefit resulting from bath and
mere sight; the penance of Galava, the story of Raksasas.

50. The greatness of Cakratirtha etc, the greatness of
Vetalatirtha which is in Devipattana? (city of the Goddess), the

1. VV 43-46 mention topics described in the Ayodhya Mahdtmya,
a section of 10 chapters in the Vaispava Khanda of the Sk. P. But one
wonders why the whole section called Sri Vésudeva Mahatmya in this Khapda
of Sk. P. is completely ignored in the NP.

The first two khapdas viz. Mahesvara and Vaispava are compared in
detail with the topics mentioned in the NP. The omissions of topics in the
NP shows that the author of the NP had a different and a shorter edition of
the Sk. P. when he enumerated the contents of the Sk. P. As sufficient
cvidence for this finding is presented above, the comparison with other
khandas of the Sk. P. is not given here.

2. This is at a distance of 12 miles from Rimnad (Ramnath Pur).

It is also called Devipura (Sk. P. III 1. 7. 57. 63) and also Devipuri (ibid
60). Here Durga killed the demon Mahiyisura.
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glorification of the holy place called Papanasa (the destruction
of sins).

51. The greatness of Mangalad etc., the description of
Brahmakunda etc, the greatness of Hanumatkunda, the benefit

resulting from Agastyatirtha.

52. The narrative of Ramatirtha etc, the review of
Laksmitirtha, the greatness of Sankha and other Tirthas. So
also the benefit accruing from Sadhyamrta etc.

53-54. Thegreatness of Dhanuskoti etc. and that of Ksira-
Kunda etc., the greatness of Gayatri and o:her Tirthas is
described here; the greatness of Rimanatha; the instruction in
the perfect knowledge of Reality, the recounting of rules
regarding the pilgrimage to Setu which yields salvation to
men.

55. Thereafter, the greatness of Dharmaranya! (forest of
Dharma) is mentioned. It was here that Lord Sthanu instructed
Skanda in Tattva (Philosophic principles) .

56. The origin of Dharmaranya; the glorification of its
merit, the narration of Karmasiddhi (achievements of the fruit
of actions, the review of the family-lines of the sages.

57. The greatness of main Apsarastirthas (Holy centres
of the divine damsels) 1is mentioned; the review of the
principles of Dharma (duties) of the castes and stages of life.

58-59. The division of hecavenly spots, the auspicious
story of Bakuldrka, the goddesses Chatrananda, Santa, Srimita,
Maitangini and Punyadaare stationed herein, the greatness of
Indresvara etc., the review of Dvaraka etc.

60. The narrative of thedemon Lohasura, the review of
Gangakiipa, the story of Sri Rama, the description of Satya
Mandira.

61. The narrative of the repair to the ruins; the accep-
tance of seats, the mentioning of different castes, the
review of the holy rites in accordance with the Smrtis.

1. De. gives four locations of Dharmaranya but none of them is in
the South. It may appear to be a mythological forest near Rameévara but
the association of Brahmanas of 24 gotras with it (Sk. P. III ii. 9-27) shows
the need of its correct location.
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62. Then the holy rites prescribed for Vaisnavas are
mentioned through different narratives, thereafter, the exposition
of holy rites, observances etc.,, in regard to the holy
Caturmasya (the four months of the rainy season when special
Vratas are observed).

63. The eulogy of charitable gifts, thereafter the greatness
of Vratas, the narration of loop-holes (causes of failures)
in penance and worship.

64. The narration of making amends for them (loop-
holes ) ; the review of Salagrima; the means for the destruction
of Bharaka, the glory of the worship of trees.

65. The causeof Visnu in regard to the state of being a
tree, then Parvati’s subsequent penance, the Tandava dance of
Hara, the review of the name Rama.

66. The fall of the Linga of Hara, the story of Baijavana,
the story of the nativity of Parvati, the wonderful killing of
Taraka.

67. The narration of prosperity through the Pranava,
the activities of Taraka, the conclusion of Daksa’s Yajfia, the
mantra of Twelve syllables (viz. o namo bhagavate Vasu-
devaya) which is its embellishment.

68. The narration of the path of knowledge and the
greatness of twelve-syllabled Mantra, The merit of Sravana
(the means of hearing), etc. that causes happiness to men.

69. Then in the latter half of the Brahmakhanda the
wonderful greatness of Siva is narrated, then the greatnessof the
five-syllabled Mantra : Namah Siviaya and that of Gokarna.

70. The greatness of Sivaratri, the glorification of
Pradosa Vrata,! the Vrata on Mondays, the anecdote of

Simantini.

1. This Vrata is to be commenced on an auspicious day in the bright
half of Caitra or Margasirsa. Its details are given in ch. 18 of the Brah-
mottara Khapda of the Sk. P., Kanein HD V., 1. 277 gives 6 varieties of this
Vrata.



IV.104.71-82 1393

71. The narration of the origin of Bhadrayu, the review
of good conduct, the guidance of Sivavarman (?) and the
description of Bhadrzyu’s marriage.

72. The greatness of Bhadrayu, the glorification of the
greatness of Bhasma (Sacred ashes), the story of Sabara
(Hunter), the Vrata called Uma-Mahesvara.

73. The greatness of the Rudraksa bead, the merit of the
‘Rudridhydya’ Mantra, the merit of Sravana (hearing), etc.
Thus the Brahmakhanda has been recounted.

74. Henceforth, the fourth part, the excellent Kasi

Khanda! (is summarised). The dialogue between Vindhya and
Narada is described.

75. The greatness of Satyaloka, the arrival of the Devas
in the residence of Agastya, the story of a chaste lady, the prais-
ing of the pilgrimage to holy centres.

76. Then the narration of the seven cities, the review of
Samyarnini, the attainment of the worlds of Budha (Mercury),
Indra and Agni by Sivasarman.

77. The origin of fire, the origin of Varuna from fire (?)
the origin of the two cities Gandhavati and Alaka and the
nativity of I$vari.

78. The description of these worlds, viz., the moon, the
sun, the mercury, the Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, my world, Visnu’s
world of Dhruva’s world (?) and the Tapoloka.

79. The meritorious story of the world of Dhruva, the
survey of Satyaloka, the conversation between Skanda and
Agastya, the origin of Manikarni.

80. The prowess of the Ganga, the thousand names of
the Ganga, the praise of Varanasi, the appearance of Bhairava.

81. Thereafter, the origin of Dandapani and Jfiianavapi
(the well of Knowledge), then the narration of Kalivati and
the exposition of good conduct.

82. The narration of a celibate, then the characteristics
of women, the stipulation of what should be done and what
should not be done, the description of Avimuktesa.

1. VV 74-9]1 summarise the main topics in the fourth kAanda called
Kdsi khapda. It covers the main topics found in the extant Kdsikhapda.
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83. The duties of householders and the Yogins, then the
knowledge of Kala (Time), the holy story of Divodasa, the
description of Kasika.

84. The appearance on the Earth of Maiya Ganapati,
the Universe due to Vispu's Maya, then the liberation of
Divodasa.

85. Then the origin of Paficanada and that of Bindu
Madhava; then the enumeration of holy centres belonging to
Visnu, the arrival at Kaséi of the trident-bearing Lord.

86. The dialogue between Jaigisavya and Maheéa, the
name Jyesthesa of Mahesa, the enumeration of holy temples,
the origin of Kandukesa and Vyaghreévara.

87. The originof Sailesa and Ratne$vara as well as that
of Krttivasas; the abode of the deities; Durga’s exploit over the
Asuras.

88. Durga’s victory, the description of Ormkaresa, then
the greatness of Orhkara, the origin of the three-eyed Lord
Siva.

89. The narration of Kedara, the story of Dharmesa
born of Visnu’s arms (?), the narrative of Viresvara, the glori-
fication of the greatness of Ganga.

90. The greatness of Vi$vakarraesa, the origin of Daksa’s
Yajiia aswell as that of Satisa, Amrtesa and others, the benumb-
ing of the arms of Parafara.

91. The group of holy centres and shrines, the dialogue
in the Mukti-Mandapa (The pandal of salvation) the prosperity
of Visveéa and then the circumambulatory pilgrimage.

(Thus the fourth part is summarised)

92. Hereafter, listen to the description of the fifth part
called Avanti Khanda.! The narration of the forest Mahakala
Vana; then the chopping off of the head of Brahma.

1. VV 92-141. mention the important topics in the fifth khanda—the
Avanti khapda. One fails to understand why so much importance has been
attached to this khapda in the NP as it devotes 49 verses to this khanda as
compared with the meagre 17 verses to Kdsi Khapda which is now so popular,

It may be further added that the geographical location of each
Tirtha mentioned here is expected in the annotations of the Skanda Purdpa

roper (translation or original text) and is thus beyond the scope of

drada Purdpa.
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93. The rules regarding expiatory rites; the origin of
Agni; the arrival 6f the Devas, the initiation of the Devas; Siva’s
hymn that is destructive of different kinds of sins.

94. The narration of Kapalamocana, the situation of
the forest Mahakilavana, the holy centre of the Lord
Kanakhala that is destructive of all sins.

95. The pool called afier the Apsaras (celestial damsels)
and the lake of Rudra that is meritorious, the holy centres of
the Lord of Kudava, Vidyadhara, and Markate$vara.

96. The holy waters of Svargadvaracatussindhu (the
four rivers that constitute the doorways to heaven), Sank-
aravapika (The tank of Saﬁkara), Sankarirka, Gandhavati
Tirtha, that is destructive of sins.

97. Dasasvamedhika and Anarh§a Tirtha that bestow all
Siddhis, the procession of Pisacaka, etc, Hanumadi$vara, Kava-
cesvara.

98. The procession of or pilgrimage to Mahakalesa,
the holy centre of Valmikesvara, the circumabulations-of Kusas-
thali in the fifth Tirtha called Sukra (?).

99. The centres of Akriira, Ekapada and Candrarkavai-
bhava ; the holy shrine called Karabhesa and those of Lakutesa
and others.

100-101. Markandes$a, Yajfia-vapi-somesa, Narakantaka,
Kedares§vara, Rimesa, Saubhagyes$a, Nararkara shrines. Then
KeSavarka, Saktibheda, Svarnasira, and other shrines, the
holy spots of Orikaresa etc, the glorification of Andhakasruti.

102. The number of Lingas in the Kalaranya, the shrine
named Svargasrnga (gold horn), the names of Kusasthali,
Avanti and Ujjayini.

103. The shrines named Padmavati, Kumudvati, and
Amaravati the names of Visala, and Pratikalpa and
Amaravati, the subduing of fever.

104. The benefit of the names of Siva etc., the eulogy of
Siva sung by the Nagas (Serpents), the narrative of killing
Hiranyiksa, the holy centre of Sundarakunda.

105. The holy centres of Vindhyavasin (residing in
Vindhya) called Nilagangapuskara, the holy centre destructive
of sins, called Purusottama.
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106. The Gomati river, the holy pool of Vimana, the
thousand names of Visnu, the lake of Vire§vara, the shrine of
Kailabhairava.

107. The greatness of Nagapaficami, the Jayantika
(birth anniversary) of Nrsithha, the procession of Kutumbesvara,
the glorification of divine Sadhakas.

108. The holy shrine called Karkaraja, the bearing of
Vighnesa and other Devas, the review of many holy centres in
the Rudrakunda (theholy pitof Rudra) and others.

109. The holy pilgrimage of the eight holy centres, the
greatness of Reva, the detachment of Dharmaputra, his meeting
with Markandeya.

110. Narration of the most excellent experience,* the
glorification of Amrta; Different names of Narmadi in the
different Kalpas.

111. The hymn of Narmada composed by the sages,
the story of Kalaratri; thereafter the prayer of Mahadeva,
the wonderful stories of several Kalpas.

112. The story of Vifalya, the story of Jaleévara,
the description of Gauri Vrata, the burning of Tripuras.

113. The injunctions regarding the casting off of the
body, then the confluence of Kaveri, the holy shrines of
Darutirtha and Brahmavarta, alongwith the story of Iévara.

114-115. The following series of shrines are then
described : Agni Tirtha, Ravi Tirtha, Meghanida Tirtha,
Adidaruka Tirtha, Deva Tirtha, Narmade§a, Kapila Tirtha,
Karafija Tirtha, Kundalesa, Pippalida, Vimaleia and
Sillabhrt, then the story of abduction of Saci and killing of
Abhraka. (v. 1. Andhaka)

116. The Tirtha called Siilabhrdudbhava where different
types of charitable gifts are to be given; then the story of
Pirgha-tapas and that of Rsya$mga.

*v..— prag-laydnubhaodkhydnam—The experience of the initial
dissolution (deluged universe)
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117. Then the holy story of Citrasena, the characteristic
feature of the kingdom of Kisi,* then the description of Devaéila
(The rock of the lord) alongwith the holy centre of Sabari.

118-121. Then the holy narrative of Vyadha (the
hunter) ; then the holy centre of Puskarinyarka; then the
following holy pools and shrines—Apretye$vara Tirtha, Sakra
Tirtha, Karotika, Kumairefa, Agastyesa, Anandefa, Maityja,
Lokesa, Dhanadesa, Mangale$a, Kamaja, Nage$a, Gopara.
Gautama, Sankhaciidaka, Narade$a, Nandike$a, Varunefvara
Tirtha, Dadhiskanda and other holy centres; then Hantima-
teSvara, Rameévara and other holy centres, Somefa, Pinga-
ledvara,

122-129. Rpamoksa, Kapilesa, Pitikesa, Jalefaya,
Candarka, Yama Tirtha, Kilhodifa, Vanadika, (v.1. Nandika)
Narayana, Koti¢a, Vyasa Tirtha, Prabhasaka, Nagefa, Sankar-
sanaka, Prasraye$vara Tirtha, the holy confluence of Airandi,
Suvarnaila Tirtha, Karafija, Kamaha, Bhandira, Rohini-
bhava, Cakra Tirtha, Dhautapapa, Skanda, the holy place
named after Angiras, Koti Tirtha, Tirtha called Ayoni, Angara
Tirtha, Trilocana Tirtha, Indre$a, Kambukefa, Somefa,
Kohane$a, Narmada, Arka, Agneya, the excellent Bhargavesvara
Brahma, Daiva, Margesa, Adivarahakesvara, Ramesa, Siddhesa
Ahalya, Kankate$vara, Sakra, Saumya, Nadeéa, Toye$a, Ruk-
minibhava, Yojane$a, Varahe§a, Dvadasi Siva Tirtha, Siddhefa,
Mangale§a, Lingatirtha, Variha Tirtha, Kundefa, Sveta-
varaha, Garbhavesa, Ravi§vara.

130-135. The holy centres of Sukla etc., Hunkarasvami
Tirtha, Sarnigame$a, Nahuse§a, Moksana, Paficagopa,
Nagasava, Siddhesa, Markandatirtha, Akriratirtha, Kamo-
datirtha, Siliropatirtha, Mandavya, Gopakesvara, Kapilesa,
Pirigale$a, Bhiite$a, Ganga Tirtha, Gautama Tirtha, Aévamedha,
Bhrgukaccha Kedaresa, the dispeller of sins, Kalakale$a, Jalefa,
Salagrima, Varahaka, Candraprabhisa, Aditya, Sripati Tirtha,
Harmhsaka, Milyasthina (the original abode), Silea, the
Tirtha called Ugra, Citradaivaka, Sikhisa, Koti Tirtha, Dafa-
kanya, Suvarpaka, Rnpamoksa, (that which liberates from

*v.l. Kafi-rgjasya moksapam—Salvation of Kifirija
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indebtedness), Bharabhiiti, Purikha Mundi, Dindima (a drum),
Amalesa, Kapilesa, Smga Erandi Bhava, Koti Tirtha and
Lotane$a. Thereafter, there is Phalasruti (A remark like the
Vedic passage indicating the benefit) (phalastuti®—praise of

the benefit).

136-140. In the context of the greatness of Drmijangala,!
there is the story of Rohitasva, the narration of Dhundhumara
the strategem of destroying Dhundhu; the killing of
Dhundhu and the birth of Citravaha, his greatness,
the prowess of Candi$a, Rati§vara, Kedare§a, the Laksatirtha,
the holy water originating from Visnupadi (Firmament),
Mukhira, Cyavana, Andhasya and the lake of Brahma,
the Tirthas of Cakra, Lalita, the holy centres full of cows,
Rudrivarta and Markanda, the holy centres that dispel sins,
Sravanesa, Suddhapata, Devindhupretatirtha, the origin of
holy centre Jihvoda, Sivodbheda and their eulogy in regard
to their efficacy.

141. This is the summary of the part called Avanti
Khanda;? it is destructive of sins of those who listen.
Henceforth, the sixth part named Nagarakhanda® is being

narrated.

The Nagarakhanda*

142. The narration of the origin of Linga, the aus-
picious story of HariScandra, the greatnessof Visvamitra, the
attainment of heaven by Trifanku.

i. ‘The topics from Drmijangala upto Sivodbheda mentioned in VV 136~
140 are not traced in any extant edition of Avanti Khapnda indicating that
the author of Nirada Puriana had a different version of Sk. P. than the
present printed ones.

2. The Venkatedvara, Bangabasi and the GM editions of the Sk. P,
give a big section of 84 chapters called Caturasiti-linga-mahdtmya. But the NP
does not mention this whole section.

3. It issurprising that the NP does not even mention the big Revdkhapda
the Uttarirdha of Avantikhapda—which consists of 232 chapters and skips

to the Ndgara-khauda.
4. VV. 142-167 give us the main topics in the Ndgara-khapnda, many of

which are found in the extant Sk. P.
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143. In the context of the greatness of Hatakesvara, the
killing of demon Vrtra, the description of the holy centres
Nigabila, Sarikha Tirtha and Acalesvara.

144-145a. The narration of the city of Camatkéara, that
is very interesting, then the description of these holy centres—
GayasSirsa, Balasikhya, Bzlamanda, Mrgahvaya, Visnupada,
Gokarna, Yugaripa and Samais$raya (that is the support of
the people).

145b-146. Siddhesvara, the holy pool of Nagas, the holy
centre of seven sages, of Agastya as well as that of Bhrana-
garta, Nalesa, of Bhisma, Vaiduram, Arkaka (pertaining to the
Sun-God), Siarmistha (related to Sarmistbd), Somanitha,
Daurga, Atarjakesvara.

147-150. The story of killing of Jamadagni; the story
of (Paraurama’s vow of) making (the country) devoid of
Ksatriyas, the holy centres of Ramahrada, Nagapura, Sadlinga,
Yajiiabhii, the three shrines of Trikarka beginning with
Mundira, the marriage of Sati, the shrines of Rudradirsa,
Yagesa, Valakhilya and Garuda. The curse of Laksmi, the
twentyseven palaces of Soma; the shrine called Panduka
erected by Amba, Agneya (belonging to the fire God), Brahma-
kunda, Gomukha, the shrine called Lohayasti, the goddess
Ajapilesvari, the shrine of Saniscara, (Saturn), the Rajavapi
(Royal tank) Ramesa, Laksmanesvara.

151-158. The excellentmost among the excellent
Lingas—Kus$esa and Laves$a. The story of Astasasti and that
of Damayanti, the origin of the holy centre Bhaktika Tirtha,
Ksemamkari, Kedara, Sukla Tirtha, Mukharka, the narration
of the shrine Satyasandhesvara, the story of Karnotpala,
Ates$vara, the shrines of Yajfiavalkya, Gauri, and Ganesa. Then
the description of Vastupada, the narration of Ajagrha, Sau-
bhagyandhu (the well of good fortunc), the shrine Silesa,
the story of Dharmaraja, the story of Lord the bestower of
sweets, three shrines of Ganapati, the story of Jabali and
the story of Makaresa, the description of Kalesvari and
Andhaka, the holy pool of Apsaras (celestial damsels), the
shrines of Pugydditya and Rauhitasva, the narrative of the
origin of Nagara, the stories of Bhrgu Visvamitra, Sarasvati,
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Pippalada, Kamsarisa and Pendaka, the story of the Yajiia of
Brahma alongwith the narration of Saviutri, Raivata, Bharata
Yajiia and the survey of the important holy centres.

159. The three Ksetras (holy shrines) of Kayrava, (i.e.
the descendants of Kuru) Hatakesa and Prabhasa, the three
forests of Pauskara, Naimisa, and Dharma.

160. The three cities viz. Varanasi, Dvaraka and Avanti,
the three Vanas (Parks) viz. Vrndavana, Khandavavana and
Advaika (?) [ta ?] vana.

161. The three excellent villages, viz. Kalpagrama,
Salagrama and Nandigrama, the three Tirthas (holy centres)
viz. Asi Tirtha, Sukla Tirtha and Pitr Tirtha.

162-63a. The three excellent Parvatas (mountains) viz.
Sri Parvata, Arbuda Parvata (mount Abu) and Raivata
Parvata; the three rivers Ganga, Narmada, and Sarasvati,
each of these is glorified as yielding one and a half crore of
benefits.

163b-164a. The four holy centres of Kipika, Sankha-
tirtha, Amaraka and Balamandana are said to yield the same
benefit as Hatakesaksetra.

164b-165. The Sraddhakalpa (rituals regarding Sraddha)
according to Samba (alongwith Amba and Aditya ?), that of
Yudhisthira and Andhaka; the holy rite of Aéiinya Sayana in
the four months (of the rainy season), lying down on water.,
the shrine of Mankane$a, the festival of Sivaratri, Tuldpu-
rusadana rite.

166. The gift of lands, the shrines of Vanakesa and
Kapalamocanes$vara, Papapinda (the lump of sins), Masalainga
(the worship of Linga for a month), the glorification of the
extent and magnitude of Yugas.

167. The narration of Nimbe$a and Sakambhari deities,
the description of Rudraikddasa (the eleven Rudras), the
narration of the greatness of charitable gifts and the glorification

of twelve Adityas.
The Prabhdsa khanda?

168a. Thus Nagara khanda (has been summarised).
Now the part called Prabhisa khanda is being mentioned.

I. VV. 168 to 212 give the detailed contents of the last—Prabhdsa
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168b-169. The shrines Somesa and Viévesa, the great
and meritorious holy centre called Arkasthala, the narration of
Siddhesvara etc., is made here separately; the shrines of Agni-
Tirtha, Kapardi$a and Kedaresa and the bestowers of goals
(heavenly abodes).

170. The different forms of Hara—viz. Bhima, Bhairava,
Candifa, etc., the planets viz. the Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury,
Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu and Sikhin (Ketu).

171. Then five others Siddheévara and the forms of Rudra,
are stationed there. The goddesses of excellent beauty—Aja,
Pala, Mangala and Lalitesvari.

172-74. Then the shrines of Laksmifa, Yadavesa,
Urvisa, Kame§vara, Gaurisa, Varune$a, Durvase$a, Ganesvara,
Kumareéa, Candakalpa and Sakuli§vara. Then the holy story
of Kotisa, Bialabrahma, etc., then the stories of Narakesa,
Sarhvarte§a and Nidhisvara, then that of Balabhadre$vara,
Ganga and Ganapa.

175. Then the good story of the river named Jambavati
and the well called Pandukipa, the story of Satamedha
(hundred sacrifices) , Laksamedha (hundred-thousand sacrifices)
and Kotimedha (a crore of sacrifices.)

176-177a. The prominent story of Durvasas, Arka,
Ghatasthana (place of Water pot) and Hiranyasangama
(confluence of the Hiranya), the separate stories of Nagararka,
Krsna, Sankarsana and Samudra (sea), Kumari (Virgin),
Rsetrapala (the guardian of the fields) and Brahmesa.

177b-178. The glorification of Pingala and Sangamesa,
Sankara, Arkesa, Ghatesa, the holy centre Rsitirtha, Nandarka-
tritakiipa, the wonderful story of Parniarka and Nyankumati
with Sopana.

179. The news (or the details) of Varahasvamin and
that of Chayalinga and Gulpha, the story of Kanakananda as

well as that of Kunti and Gangesa.
180. Then the story of Camasa, Udbheda, Vidura and

Trilokesa (Lord of the three worlds), then the stories of
Mankanesa, Traipure§a and Sanda-Tirtha.

Khapda which agrees with the extant published Sk. P., showing the degree
of authenticity of the Khanda.
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181. Then the stories of Siiryapraci and Triksana (three-
eyed) as well as that of Umanatha, the stories of Bhiddara
(the uplifter of the Earth), Siilasthala (spot of Trident), that
of Cyavana and Arkesa.

182. The story of the'holy spots of Ajapale§a, Balarka
and Kuberasthala, the meritorious story of Rsitoya, the glori-
fication of Sangalesvara.

183. The narration of Nirada and Aditya, review of
Narayana, the greatness of Taptakunda, description of
Milacandisa.

184. The story of the four-faced presiding deity of the
attendants and Kalambe§vara, the story of Gopalasvamin and

Vakulasvamin, as well as the Maruts (Winds).
185. Then the stories of Ksemarka, Unnata Vighnesa

and Jalasvami, the stories of Kilamegha, Rukmini, Durvasa,
IsvaraBhadra.

186. The stories of the shrines Sankhavarta, Moksa-
tirtha, Gospada and Acyutasadman ((Abode of Acyuta) and
of the deities Jalesvara, Humkaresvara and Candisa.

187. The wonderful story of Vighnesa stationed in
Asdiapura and that of Kalikunda, the story of Kapilesa and of
Jaradgavasiva (Siva with an old cow).

188. The storyof Nala and Karote$vara and that of Hata-
keévara, the Yantra and the Bhiisa (ornament) of Naradesa,
Durgakiita and Ganesa’s story.

189. The story of Bhairavis called Suparna, Ela and that
of Bhallatirtha, the glorification of Kardamila and Gupta
Somesgvara.

190. The stories of Bahusvarne$a (Lord of much gold),
Srngesa and Koti$vara, the stories of Markandes$vara,
Damodaragrha and Kotisa.

191. Svarnarekha, Brahmakunda, the shrines of Kunti-
§vara and Bhimes$vara, the pit of Mrgi (hind) is remembered
in the temple of Sarvasva and Vastrapatha.

192. The wonderful stories of Durga, Bhilesa, Gangesa
and Raivata, then the story of Arbudesvara, the glorification
of Acale$vara.

193. The story of Nagatirtha, the description of
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Vasistha’s hermitage, the great eminence of Bhadrakarna and
that of Trinetra (the three-eyed) thereafter.

194. The greatness of Kedara, the glorification of the
arrival at the holy centre, the stories ofthe holy centre in the
form of Kotisvara and that of Arsikesa.

195. The glorification of Siddhe$a, Sukresvara and
Manikarnifa, the description of Pangutirtha, Yamatirtha and
Varahatirtha. '

196. The greatness of Candra Prabhisa, Pindoda,
Srimita, Suklatirtha and Kaityayani, theri the greatness of
Pindaraka.

197. Then the glory of Kanakhala, Cakratirtha and
Manusatirtha, the story of Kapilagnitirthaand that of Raktanu-
bhandha.

198. The pilgrimage to Ganesa and Parthesvara shrines,
the story of Ujjvala, Candisthana (abode of the Goddess), the
greatness of Sivakunda originating from Naga, the story of
Mahesa.

199. The story of Ramesvara and the origin of Mark-
andeya, the stories severally of Uddailakesa, Siddhe$a and
Gatatirtha.

200. The origin of Sridevakhita and the shrines of
Vyasatirtha and Gautama-tirtha, the greatness of Kulasantara
and that of the Tirthas of Rama and Koti.

201. The wonderful origin of Candrodbheda, I$inasmga,
and Brahmasthana, the auspicious stories of Tripuskara,
Rudrahrada and Guhesvara.

202. The greatness of Avimukta and Uma-Mahe$vara,
the glory of Mahaujas, the description of Jambdtirtha.

203. The story of Gangadhara and Misraka and the
culogy of the benefit (of reading this). In the context of the
greatness of Dvaraka, the story of Gandra$arman.

204. The holyrite of Ekadasi and the narration of (the
mode) of worship.and keeping awake (on Ekadasi night), the
description of Mahadvadasika and the meeting of Prahlada
and the sage.

205. The anecdote of Durvasas, the glorification of the
beginning of Yatra (pilgrimage), the narration of the origin
of Gomati and the benefit of ablution etc., therein.
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206. The greatness of Cakratirtha, the confluence of
the river Gomati (near Dvaraka) and the ocean (the Arabjan
sea), the narration of the Hrada (deep pool) of Sanaka and
others, then the story of Nrgatirtha,

207. The holy story of Gopracira, the arrival of
cowherdesses at Dvaraka, the narration of Gopisaras (the lake
of the cowherdesses); the glorification of Brahmatirtha.

208. The narration of the advent of five rivers,
alongwith different stories and the glorification of Sivalir'lga,
Gadatirtha and the worship etc. of Krsna.

209. The story of the Mirti (the idol) of Trivikrama,
the conversation between Durvasas and Krsna, the benefit of
the recital of death of Ku$a daityaand the special worship
thereof.

210. The glorification of the advent of all the Tirthas in
Gomati and Dvaraka, the survey of Krsna’s temple and the
coronation at Dvaravati.

211. There the story of the residence (of all Tirthas)
that holy centre; the glorification of the merit of Dvaraki. O
Brahmana, this is the summary of the seventh part called
Prabhasika Khanda.

212-213. In the course of description of the greatness of
Siva in the Skanda Purana with all the gloriousmost stories,
he who writes this outand gives it to a Brahmana on the full
moon day in the month of Magha, receiving him duly and
with the charitable gift of a gold trident, rejoices in the region
of Siva,
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND FIVE

The Vamana Purdna! : Contents

Brahma said :

1. O dear one, listen, I shall recount to you the Puriana
named Vamana. It contains stories of Trivikrama and com-
prises ten thousand verses.

2. It contains the narratives of events of the Kiirma
Kalpa; it has stories descriptive of Vargatraya (the three
aims of life viz. virtue, love and wealth). It is in two parts.
It is auspicious to the narrator as well as to the listener.

3. At the outset, there is the enquiry about the Purana;
the cutting off of the head ofBrahma, the story of Kapala-
mocana, the destruction of Daksa’s Yajfia.

4, The description of (and narration about) Hara in the
form of Kala, then the burning of Kima, the fight between
Prahlida and Narayana, the war between the Devas and the
Asuras.

5. The narration of the story of Suke§i and Arka, then
the Bhuvanako$a (description of the worlds), then the des-
cription of Kamyavratas ( Vratas performed with some desired
object), then the story of Sri Durga.

1. According to the NP. Viyu, Mt. P., Bh. P. the Vdmana P. consists
of 10,000 verses. Further the NP states that the Vimana consists of two parts
Parvabhdga and Uttara bhdga (or Viddha Vamana) the latter containing the
following samhitds viz. the MaheSvari, Bhdgavati, Sauri and Gapefvari, cach
consisting of 1000 verses (VV. 13-14). But the whole of the Uttarabhdga is lost
leaving the Piirvirdha of 6000 verses. But actually in Venkateivara edit.
there are 5451 verses (chs. 26, 44 and 93 being in prose).

There is a discrepancy in the total number of chapters in the MSS of
this Puripa ¢. g. Devanigari MSS (94 chs.), Teclugu MSS (89 chs.),
Sarada code (85 chs.), Adyar Mss (67 chs.). (A. S. Gupta—PJ. V. pp. 360-
66). Although many of the topics mentioned in the NP are found in the
printed edition, the absence of the Uttardrdha and the no. of verses in the
extant Puripa show that the NP refers to a different version of the Vamana
Purapa.

By the way it may be noted that though this was originally a Vaispava
Puripa, Saivism has considerably influenced it as the cpisodes of Siva are also
described in details. This synthetic tendency—harmonizing Vaigpavism,
Saivism etc. by regarding these deities as representatives of the BreAman—is
found practically in all Purigas.
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6. Then the story of Tapati, description of Kuruksetra,
the incomparable greatness of Satya, the glorification of the
nativity of Parvati.

7. Her penance, and then the marriage, thereafter, the
story of Gauri, thereafter, the subsidiary story of Kausiki and
then the story of Kumara,

8. Then the story of killing Andhaka, then the
narrative of Sadhyas, afterwards, the story of Jabali, the
wonderful story of Araja.

9. The fight between Andhaka and lévara, Andhaka
given the status of a Gana (attendant of Siva), the narration of
the Maruts, then the story of Bali.

10. Then Laksmi’s story, thercafter the story of Tri-
vikrama, then auspicious stories are being narrated in the course
of pilgrimage of Prahlada.

11. Thereafter, the story of Dhundhu; then the story of
the Preta (Ghosts), the story of Naksatrapurusa (The name of
a Vrata), then the story of Sridiama.

12. At the end of the story of Trivikrama, there is an
excellent hymn composed by Brahma. In the course of
conversation between Prahlada and Bali in Sutala (Nether-
worlds), Hari is praised.

13. Thus the story of the first half of this Purana is
mentioned to you. Hereafter, listen to its latter half called
Brhad Vamana,

14. There are four Sambhitas (compendiums) therein
each consisting of a thousand verses. They are Mahesvari,
Bhagavati, Sauri and Ganesvari.!

1. According to the NP, the Kirma Puriapa consists of Brihmi,
Bhagavati, Sauri and Vaispavi Sarnhitas and has 17,000 verses in all (verse
3), a figure endorsed by the Bh. P. (XIIL 13, I). But the Viyu and
Matsya credit it with 18,003 verses, while according to AP (272-10) it has
8000 verses only. The Kirma B itself states that it consists of Brdhm{, Bhdgavaty,
Sauri and Vaispavi Samhitas and the Brdhmi contains 6000 verses. But actually
Venkatesvara Press edit. gives 5925 verses. The NP, gives the topical analysis
of each Samhitd and states the sub-sections of each Sarhhita e. g. the Bhigavati
Sarhhita has five sections ( Pafica-padi) , the Sauri, six (sodhd), Vaisnavi, four
(catuspadi). The total No. of verses in each section is given as 6000, 4000,
2000 and 5000 verses respectively, Ch. 106.
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15. In the compilation called Mahe§vari, there is the
glorification of Krsna and his devotees. In the compendium
Bhagavati, there is the wonderful story of the incarnation of
the Mother of the Universe.

16. In the compendium Sauri, the glory of the Sun is
spoken (praised) which is destructive of sins. In the com-
pendium Ganesvari there is the story of Gane§a and Mahesa.

17. This is a wonderful Puriana named Vamana. It is
narrated by Pulastya to the noble-souled Narada.

18. Then it was acquired from Narada by Vyasa, a
very great Atman. From Yyasa his disciple Romaharsana
acquired this.

19. He will narrate it to the Brihmanas of Naimisa
forest. Thus the auspicious Vamana Purana hasbeen traditionally
handed down and acquired.

20-22. Those who read this or listen to this, attain the
greatest goal. He who writes this out and gives it to a Brahmana
Vedic scholar at the time of autumnal equinox alongwith ghee
and a cow, uplifts his Pitrs (ancestors) from hells and leads
them to heaven. After enjoying all worldly pleasures and
dying thereafter, he attains the great region of Visnu.

All this evidence shows that the author of the NP had positively a
different and a larger version than the extant KP.

The extant (both Venkatesvara and Kasiraja) editions of KP tally to a
great extent with the Brdhmi Samhitd and the other Sanihités seem to have been
lost.

Hazra notes that originally the K'irma was a Pdficardtra Purdpa which was
subsequently Pisupatised. (vide PR. pp. 57. ff.)
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SIX

The K@trma Purdna : Contents

God Brahma said :

1-2. O dear child, O Marici, listen to the Purana called
Kirma. It covers the events of the Laksmi Kalpa. In
the context of Indradyumna, the merciful Hari, assuming the
form of a tortoise, proclaimed it to the sages the respective
greatness of virtue, love, wealth and salvation.

3. It consists of seventeen thousand verses.! It is very
auspicious with four Samhitas. O sage, many of the Brihma
dharmas (religious duties) mentioned formerly, have been
explained in it.

4. They are dealt with in the context of different
stories. They are the bestowers of good position (hereafter) unto
men. In the first subdivision there is the usual beginning
at the outset.

5. There is the dialogue between Laksmi and Indra-
dyumna and the conversation between the Divine Tortoise and
the groups of sages. Then is the account of the four castes
(Varnas) and stages inlife (Aframas, and their (prescribed)
duties, the narration of the creation of the Universe.

6. There is a brief description about the calculation of
Time (such as Yugas, Manvantaras), at the end of the dis-
solution, there is the eulogy of the Lord (by Siddhas), then a
brief description of the creation (os the universe) and the story
of Sankara.

7. The thousand names of Parvati, the exposition of the
Yoga philosophy, the description of the family of Bhrgu, and then
that of Sviyambhuva (Manu).

. According to the VP, Viyu, Bh. P. (xii. 13. 4-9) and Mt. P,
itself, this Purina consists of 14,000 verses while AP credits it with 13000 (or
13,003 as per A. S. Gupta) the BVP with 18,000 verses. The Anandiirama
Press edit. contains 14,062 verses and its contents agree in general with those
given in the NP. This agreement is probably due to its being the best
prescrved and the earliest of the 18 Purinas (Kane—HD. vii. p. 899). Kane
also notes that it has perhaps the largest number of Smyti chapters among
Purinas and assigns 200 A. D. to 400 A. D. as jts probable date.
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8. The origin of the Devas and others, then the destruc-
tion of Daksa’s Yajnia, the story of the creation by Daksa, then
the narration of the lineage of Kag§yapa (containing the account
of the Solar and Lunar dynasties).

9. The description of the family of Atri, the auspicious
story of Krsna, the dialogue between Krsna and Martanda
(The Sun-god) and the conversation between Vyasa and the
Pandavas.

10. The narration of the characteristic nature of different
Yugas (Yugadharma), the glorification of Vyisa and Jaimini,
the greatness of Varanasi and Prayaga.

11-12.  The description of the three worlds, the review of
the branches of Vedas. In the latter half of the Purana there are
the I$varagita and the Vyisagita. These two illuminate the
different kinds of Dharmas; the greatness of the diflferent holy
centres i1s mentioned separately.

13. Then there is the narration of Pratisarga (Dissolu-
tion of the Universe). Thismuch is the summary of the first
division named Brahmi Sarhhita. Henceforth, the compendium
Bhagavati Sambhita is reviewed.

14. In this division, the separate activities of the different
castes are narrated. In the first quarter of this Samhita, the
determination of duties etc. of the Brahmanas has been narrated.

15. O dear one, it consists of good and disciplined life
and it enhances their enjoyment and the happiness of worldly
pleasures. In the second quarter, the functions of the profession
of the Ksatriyas are clearly enunciated.

16-19a. Ifa (Ksatriya) abides by these, he shall eschew
sins and go to heaven. In the third quarter, the fourfold acti-
vities of the Vai$yas have been explained. If these are followed,
onc shall attain excellent salvation. In its fourth quarter, the
activities of the Siidras are explained. If these are followed,
Lord Visnu becomes pleased and increases the welfare of men.
In the fifth quarter the duties and functions of the mixed castes
are explained. If they are followed, one attains excellent state
of future life.

19b. O sage, thus is narrated the second compendium
( Sarhhita) consisting of five sections (Paficapadi).
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20. The third compendium is called Sauri. It lays down
the various duties of men. To men who desire (to obtain some
objects), it instructs the six karmans and their Siddhis in six
different ways. :

21. The fourth compendium is called Vaispavi. It is
glorified as the bestower of Liberation from Samsara. It con-
sists of four sections (Catus-padi). It is veritable Brahma i.c.
the Veda incarnate to the twice-borns.

22. The four Sambhitas contain respectively six thousand,
four thousand, two thousand and five thousand verses.

23. This Kirma Purana vyields the benefit of four
Vargas (the aims of life) viz. Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksa.
It yields the best of all goals to the men who read and listen
to it.

24, Hewho writes this (Purana) with devotion and gives
it to a Brahmana during the transit of the sun from the tropics,
alongwith the replica of a tortoise in gold, attains the greatest

goal.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVEN

The Maltsya Purdna : Contents

Lord Brahma said :

1. O excellent Brahmana, I shall, henceforth, recount
the Matsya Purana to you. In it, all the events of the seven
Kalpas in the world, have been condensed.

2. It hasbeencomposed by Vyasa, a scholar in the Vedas,
in about fourteen thousand verses.* He has begun by describ-

ing Narasirhha.

*The Viyu, the Matspa and the Bh. P. state this figure, but AP.
gives 13000 and the Br. V. 18000 verses as the figure. Actually the Anand-
asrama edition contains 14,062 verses. The contents of that edition tally with
those given by the NP. here.
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3. The discussion between Manu and Matsya, then the
narration (description) of the Cosmic Egg; the creation of the
Devas, Asuras and the Marut (wind) from the Brahman.

4. Madana-Dvadasi (the twelfth lunar day in honour of
Madana) and the worship of the guardians of the worlds; the
survey of the Manvantaras, the description of the government of
the kingdom by the Vaisyas.

5. The birth of Vaivasvata (Manu) from the sun, the
contact with Budha (Mercury), the narration of the lincage of
tbe Pitrs; the opportune time for ( performance of) Sraddha),

6. The peregrination among the Pitr-Tirthas, the origin
of Soma (the moon), the glorification of the lunar race and the
story of Yayati.

7. The story of Kirttavirya, the narration of the created
race, Bhrgu’s curse to Visnu to take ten births on the Earth.

8. Then the glorification of Puru’s race, the race of Huta-
sana (the fire), the path of activity. Thereafter, the narration of
the Purana,

9. The Vrata (holy rite) called Naksatra Purusa, Mar-
tanda-sayana, the Vrata of Krsnastami (the eighth day of the
dark half of Srivana observance in honour of Krsna’s birth)
and that of Rohinicandra.

10. The greatness of constructing tanks; the gift of the
trees, the Vrata called Saubhigya and Sayana Agastya Vrata.

11. The Vrata of Anantatrtiya, that of Rasakalyanini, that

of Anandakari and then the Sarasvata (belonging to Sarasvati)
Vrata.

12. Uparagabhiseka (Ablution at the time of eclipse
Saptami $ayana, Bhima Dvadas$i, Anangasayana rite.

13. Asunyasayanavrata, Angarakavrata (holy rite of
Mars) Saptami saptaka (seven Saptamis i.c. seventh lunar day)
Visokadvadasivrata (holy rite on the twelfth lunar day for
wiping ofl" grief).

14. 'The gift of Meru, ten-fold specification of evil planets;
the narration of the forms of planets, Sivacaturda$i (the
fourteenth day of Siva).

15. The abandonment of all fruits, the holy observance
of Sliryavara (Sunday), the taking of bath at the time of
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Sankranti (Solar Transit from one sign of Zodiac to another),
the holy riteof Vibhiiti Dvadasi.

16. Thegreatness of Sasthivratas (holy rites on_the sixth
Lunar day) (leading Sastivratas—sixty holy rites), then the
rules of procedure regarding holy baths, the greatness of Prayaga,
the description of continents and the worlds.

17. The movement in the firmament, the greatness of
Dhruva (Pole Star), the abodes of the leading Devas, the illy-
mination of the three cities.

18. The greatness of leading Pitrs, the description of
Manvantaras, the creation of the set of four Yugas and the
review of Yugadharma (the characteristics peculiar to the
different Yugas).

19. The birth of Vajranga and the nativity of Taraka, the
greatness of the demon Taraka, the glorification of God
Brahma.

20. The nativity of Parvati, the penance-grove of Siva,
the burning of the body of Ananga (Cupid) and the grief of
Rati.

21. The penance-grove of Gauri, soothing by Siva, the
conversation between Parvati and the sages, the auspicious
celebration of Siva’s marriage.

22. The birth of Kumara and the victory of Kumira, the
terrible killing of Taraka, the description of Narasimha.

23. The creation of the lotus-born deity; the killing of
Andhaka, the greatness of Varanasi as well as that of Narmada.

24. The description of Pitrs according to the Gotras and
Pravaras, the glorification of the Pitrgatha (song of Pitrs)
Ubhayamukhidanam (gift of a cow while giving birth to a calf
and hence two-faced) and the gift of Krsnajina (deerskin of a
black antelope).

25. Then the story of Savitri, the duties of a king, the
narration of different kinds of evil portents ending with
eclipses.

26. The narration of omens at the time of journey,
the glorification of auspicious signs in dreams, the greatness
of Vamana and that of Varaha (Boar) thereafter.

27. The churning of the ocean, the suppression (nullifica-
tion) of the poison Kalakiita, the clash between the Devas and
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the Demons; then the science of Engineering (planning the
foundation and construction of a house).

28. The characteristic features ofan image (idol); then
(the construction) of the temple, the characteristic features of
a mansion, the characteristics of a pavilion.

29. The indication of future kings, the glorification of
great gifts, the narration of Kalpas—All these are narrated
in this Purana.

30. This Purana is pure and conducive to welfare; it
causes increase in longevity and fame. He who reads this or
listens to it, goes to Hari’s abode.

31. He who writes this and gifts it over to a Brahmana
after worshipping him on the equinoctial transit, alongwith a
gold fish and a cow attains the greatest region.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHT

The Garuda Purana : Contents

God Brahma said :

1. O Marici, listen, I shall recount to you the auspicious
Garuda Purana.! Onbeing asked, the Lord Visnu, seated on
Garuda, recounted this to Garuda.

1. The GP (Garuda Puripa) is an ancient encyclopacdia of Indian
wisdom, though its Prefa-kalpa section adds little to its glory. According to
the NP. Bh. P. (xii. 13.8) and BV. P, GP consists of 19,000 verses while
according to the Vdyu and Mt. P the total no. of its verses is 18,000 (Kane
HD. vii. 832) and according to AP 272, 21, 8000 verses. Kane's statements
need revision as the Vayu 104.8 (GM, edt.) clearly states, 19000 as its total
No. of verses.

ekona-vishfa-sahasram Vainateyam uddhriam/

But GP (I. 1. 35) states 8800 verses as its extent.

astau-$loka-sahasrdni tathd cdsjau fatdni ca/

Purdpany Garudarn Vydsah purd’sau ma'bravid idam ||
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2. It consists of nineteen thousand verses. The story
deals with the events of the Tarksya Kalpa. There is the usual
enquiry about the beginning of the Purana, creation of the
Universe is described svccinctly.

3. O Brahmana, there are rules of the procedure of
the worship of the sun; thereafter, the rules regarding initia-
tion ceremony; then there is the worship in connection with
Sraddhas, after this (injunctions regarding) the worship of nine
Vyiihas (manifestations of the Lord).

4. Then the injunctions regarding the worship, the Pafi-
jara (ritualisticcage) pertaining to Visnu, the chapter on Yoga
system and the glorification of Visnu’s thousand names.

5. Themeditation on Visnu, then the worship of the Sun,
thereafter, the Arcana (worship) of Mrtyufijaya, the Maila-
mantra (Garland mantra), the worship of Siva and then the
worship of his attendants.

6. The adoration of Gopala, the worship of Sridhara, the
fascinator of the three worlds, the worship of Visnu of the five
Tattvas, the discus and the worship of the Lord.

7. The rites of Nyasa, etc., the Upasti, performance of
Sandhya prayers, the worship of Durga and then the worship of
the Devas, the worship of Mahe§vara, and then the rite of
wearing the Pavitra (Darbha grass with a loop worn in the
finger like a ring) and worshipping.

8. The meditation on the idol of the Lord, the measure-
ments of the sites of the buildings; the characteristics of palaces,
the mode of installation of all the Devas with the several
modes of worship.

The confusion is due to difference in Mss. or versions of the GP.
available to the writer of the Purdna, e. g. GP. I.ch, 107 (ref. to the Pardfara
Smyti) isnot known to the NP. noted by Dr. Ramshankar Bhattacharya
(GP. Intro, p. 14-15) ., the table of contents given in the NP agrees more
closely with the Jibanand edt. of the GP. (though Venkatesvara edt. of GP
also tallies with that of the NP).

The Pretakalpa in the NP. differs in some respects from all the printed
edjtions of the GP as accretions went on increasing in the Pretakalpa (R.S,
Bhattacharya—ibid, p. 16).

A few slips in the readings of the NP (Venkateévara) edt.

NP. Sraddha (verse 3) for GP. 1. 10 Sreyadi Pija.

NP. Vidhi Kriyd (verse 9 for GP. I. 53) Nidhi Kriyd.
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9. The Yoga with its eight ancillaries, the Dharmas re-
garding the charitable gifts, the activity and the rules of proce-
dure regarding the expiatory rites, the narration of different
continents and their Lords, the description of hells, the solar
system (planetary system around the sun) and Jyotisa (Science
of Astrology and Astronomy.)

10. The science of Simudrika (Palmistry of prediction
based on the characteristic marks on the body), the knowledge
of the notes, scrutiny tests of the Navaratnas (the nine precious
stones) the glory of the holy centres, the excellent greatness of
Gaya.

11. Then the description of the Manvantaras severally
alongwith their divisions, the enumneration of the Pitrs, the
duties of the different Varnas (castes), the purification of the
materials of worship, the dedication of benefit unto God.

12. Sraddha, worship of viniyaka, Grahayajiia (sacrifice
for propitiating the planets), the Asramas \(stages of life), the
impurity due to birth and death (in the family), Nitisastra
(science of Polity and Ethics), statements about the holy rites.

13. The Solar race, the lunar race, the narration of the
incarnations of Hari, the story of Rama, (the Ramayana),
the genealogical line of Hari (the Harivarmsa) and then the
story of Bharata.

14. The science of life, pathology at the outset and (then)
the treatment, then materia-medica (Dravyaja Gunah), the
Kavaca (Mantras as coat of mail) that dispels ailments and which
pertains to Visnu and Garuda, the mantra pertaining to
Tripura.

15. Praéna-ciida-mani (a treatise on answering astrologi-
cally problems asked) at the end, the exposition of the veteri-
nary science branch about Horses, the enumeration of the
names of drugs and then discussion about grammar.

16. The science of prosody, good conduct and discipline,
and then the rules regarding ablution, the rites of Tarpana
Vai$vadeva, the twilight prayers and the holy rites (offering
ablutions to Pitrs during Parvans such as the full moon and the
new moon days and such other special days.

17. Nityasriddha (the daily Sraddha), the description of
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Sapinda rite, the essence of Dharma, the atonement of sins, the
secondary creation, the dissolution and the particular character-
istics of the Yugas are narrated, the benefit of religious
rites.

18. The system of Yoga philosophy, the devotion to
Visnu, the benefit of obeisance to Hari, the greatness of Visnu,
the excellent hymn to Narasirhha.

19. The nectar of perfect knowledge, the set of eight ver-
ses in praise of Guha (Karttikeya), the eulogy of Visnu, the
principal tenets of Vedanta and Samkhya, the knowledge of
the Brahman and the Atman.

20. The gist of the Bhagavadgita, glorification of the fruit
thereof—these are the topics mentioned inthe first section. Then
in the second section Pretakalpa (the ritualsafter the death)
is narrated.

21. O Brahmana, on being asked by Tarksya (Garuda)
the lord communicated all these things, the revelation of
Dharmas, the cause of salvation of the Yogins.

22. The benefit of charitable gifts etc. is mentioned and
then the Mantras for the rites of obsequies, then the description
of the path leading to the world of Yama.

23. The details (regarding the performance) are stated
alongwith the fruit of sixteen Sraddhas. Expiatory rites in
regard to the path of Yama, then the greatness of Dharmaraja.

24. Specific mention of the harassment of the Pretas
(ghosts), review of the characteristic signs of the Pretas, the
narration of the stories of the Pretas; the cause of
ghosthood.

25. Consideration of religious rites for the ghosts; state-
ments regarding Sapindikarana (the rite regarding the offer-
ings of the balls of rice to the departed), the description of the
release from ghost-hood, the charitable gifts for the purpose of
salvation (of the ghosts).

26. The indispensable excellent charitable gift; the in-
ference of things causing happiness to the ghosts; the descrip-
tion of the embodied soul, the description of Yama’sworld.

27. The narration of the uplift from ghosthood; the
specification regarding the holy rites and the doer, the narra-
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tion of the rites to be performed before death, the exposition
of subsequent rites.

28. The ‘middle’ sixteen Sraddhas, the stipulation of
activities for the attainment of heaven, the reckoning of Siitaka
(period of impurity due to birth), the rite of Nariyana Bali
(oblation unto Narayana.)

29. The greatness of Vrsotsarga (the rite of setting a bull
calf free), the avoidance of forbidden activities, statemnent of the
rites when accidental and premature death takes place, the
fruits of human action.

30. The consideration of Krtya and Akrtya (what should
be done and what should not be done), meditation on Visnu for
the purpose of Salvation, narration of the rites laid down for
the attainment of heaven, the description of happiness in
heaven.

31. The description of Bhiirloka, (the Earth,) the
description of seven nether-worlds, the narration of five
upper worlds, the description of the position of the Cosmic
Egg.

32. Many stories concerning the cosmic egg, the exposi-
tion of the Brahman and the Jiva (the individual soul) ; the
narration of the ultimate dissolution (of the Universe) and the
narration of the eulogy of benefits.

33. Thus is the Purana named after Garuda; it yields
worldly pleasures and salvation; it is glorified as destructive of
sins of those men who read and listen to it.

34. He who writes out this Purina and gifts it to
a Brahmana at the time of equinoctial transit, alongwith a pair
of swans made of gold, goes to heaven.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINE
The Brahmanda Purdna : Conlents
God Brahma said :

1. O dear one, listen, I shall recount to you the ancient
(Purina) named Brahmanda.! It comprises twelve thousand
verses. It deals with the events of the Adikalpa.

2. It has four Padas (quarters), the first one is called
Prakriyipada, then is the Anusangapada, the third one
is Upodghita Pada (quarter of Introductory matter) and the
fourth one is Upasarhhara (conclusion).

3. The first two quarters constitute the first or earlier
section, the third quarter formns the middle section and the
fourth quarter, the final section.

4. At the beginning, there is the stipulation of duties,
then the story of the Naimisa forest, the origin of Hiranyagar-
bha, the conception of the different worlds.

5. This is the (summary of the) first quarter. O bestower
of honour, listen to the second. The narration of the Kalpas and
the Manvantaras, the knowledge of the worlds, thereafter.

1. According to the NP., Bh. P. (xii. 13, 8), AP. (272. 23), the Brah-
manda P. consists of 12,000 verses and 12,200 according to Mt. P. 53. 54.
But the Venkatesvara edt. gives 14,286 verses. Its contents are divided into
three parts (the preliminary (Pirva) part containing 2 sections: Prakniyd
(Introduction in 5 Chs.) and Anusanga (various kalpas, manu-ages, etc. in 33
Chs.) Part II (Upodghita) deals with the genealogies of kings or dynastic
history. Part III (Upa-samhdra) is a recapitulation of the creation of the
Universe, Manu-epochs, dissolution of the Universe). It is however, called a
Puriapa with four parts (catuspada) v. 29.

Kirfel in his Purdpa Pafcalaksana has noted the close similarity in
hundreds of verses in the Vdyu and Brahmdnda Purdpas and proposed a theory
that they formed one Purana originally.

The Purdna traces the tradition of authorship as follows: God Bramma—-
Vasistha—Parasara—» Jitikarnya—Viyu or Prabhaijana—Vyiasa (vv. 33-
34).

This table of contents in the NP tallies in general with those of the
printed editions of the Brahmanda Purina except the 40 chapters of the
Lalita episode.

(vide table of contents of the Purina Edt. Jagadish Sastri MLBD, Delhi,
PP ix-xi,)
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6. The narration of the mental creation, the description
of Rudra’s offsprings, the elegance and prowess of Mahideva
and thereafter, the creation by the sages.

7. The conquest of fires, the description of the exis-
tence of Kala (Time), the specification of the family of Priya-
vrata, the length and extent of the Earth.

8. The description of the (sub-continent) Bharata and
then the review of other sub-continents, the description of Jam-
budvipa and other continents, then the description of the
nether-worlds.

9. The enumeration of the upper worlds, and thereafter,
the movements of the planets, the narration of the Solar Array
(Planetary system), the enumeration of the Divine planets.

10. The explanation of the name Nilakantha, prowess
of Mahadeva, description of the New moon day, the review of
the principles of the different Yugas.

11. The insticution of the Yajiias, the last two Yugas and
their activity, the characteristic features of the human beings
etc. in different Yugas, the description of the spiritual lineage
of the sages.

12. The narration of the classification of the Vedas, the
description of Sviyambhuva Manu and the enumeration of
the remaining Manvantaras and then the milking of the
Earth.

13. The first part, the second quarter ends with the cur-
rent creation in the Caksusa Manvantara. Then in the Upod-
ghata quarter, the glorification of the seven sages.

14. The family of Prajapati; the birth of the Devas and
others therefrom; the desire for victory, the narration of the
origin of the Maruts.

15. The narration of the descendants of Kasyapa, the
review of the families of the sages, the narration of the Pitr
Kalpa, and thereafter, the Sraddha Kalpa (the rituals regarding
the Sraddha).

16. The origin of Vaivasvata Manu and thereafter, the
creation by him, and the family of Manu’s sons, ultimately the
review of the Gandharvas.

17. The narration of the family of Iksvaku, the family
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of the noble-souled Atri, the family of Amavasu and the wonder-
ful story of Raji.

18. The story of Yayati, the review of the family of
Yadu; the story of Karttavirya, thereafter, the story of Jamada-

agni and his son.
19. The description of the family of Vrsni, the birth of

Sagara, thestory of Bhargava (Parasu-Rama) subsequent to the
killing of his father.

20. The story of Sagara, the story of Bhargava once
again, the story of the battle between the Devas and Asuras, the
description of the manifestation of Krsna.

21. The meritorious hymn in praise of Indra glorified by
Sukra, the narration of the greatness of Visnu and the review of
the family of Bali.

22. The story of the future kings after the advent of the
Kali age. This is the quarter of Upodghata in the middle
section, the third quarter (in the Purana).

23. I shall recount the fourth quarter viz. Upasarhhara
(Conclusion) in the final section, the narration of Vaivasvata
Manvantara precisely and in detail.

24. What has been mentioned before is mentioned here
succinctly; thereafter; the story of the future Manus.

25. The specification of the Kalpas and the dissolution
(then), thereafter the measurement of Time, then the fourteen
worlds are mentioned along with their respective characteristics.

26. The description of hells (attained) by impious
activities, the narration of Manomayapura (City of Mind) and
thereafter, the Prakrtika Laya (Dissolution within Prakrti).

27. Thereafter, the description of Siva’s city. The three-
fold goal of creatures, thanks to the contact with the Gunas,
is described.

28. Thereafter, the description by means of positive and
negative assertions (i. e. invariable concomitance and logical
discontinuance) of the Brahman, the great Atman, thatis
beyond specifications and argumentation.

29. Thus the quarter section on Upasarhhara has been
summarised. Thus the Brahmanda Purana comprising four
quarters has been described to you.
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30-33a. O Brahmana, thisPurina called Brahmanda is
the eighteenth Purana, the most essential of all chief (Puranas).
What is originally composed of four hundred thousand verses
has been narrated separately in eighteen books, O bestower of
honour, by the sage Vyasa the son of Parasara who is the real
instructor of all the sages of purified souls. Those sages who by
nature practise religious virtues and bless the wretched ones,
heard these Purianas from me and revealed them to the world.

33b-36a. Formerly, this Purana has been narrated by me
to Vasistha; it was passed on by him to his son Sakti, by him
it was recounted to Jatikarnya. Then Vyisa obtained it from
the mouth of the Wind-God, making it authoritative in the
world; he propagated this excellent Purana in the Public (the
world). O dear one, whoever glorifies this and listens to it with
great concentration, dispels all sins and attains the world devoid
of ailments.

36b-37. He who writes out this Purana and gives it to a
Brahmana after covering it with a cloth and placing it on a
gold throne, attains the world of Brahman. No doubt need be
entertained in this respect.

38. O Marici, these eighteen Puranas narrated briefly
by me to you should be heard in full.

39. The excellent man who listens to the eighteen Puranas
or narrates them in accordance with the injunctions, is not
born here again.

40. The Siatra (summarised form) of the Puranas
which has been mentioned by me to you now, should be prac-
tised everyday by one who desires the benefit out of the Puranas.

41. This should not be narrated to any one who is
arrogant, hypocrite, sinful, malicious to the Devas and preceptors,
knavish or one who hates good men.

42. It must be imparted to one who is quiescent, of
tranquil mind, interested in service, devoid of indecent rivalry,
is pure and is a good devotee of Visnu,



1422 Narada Purdpa
CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND TEN

The Exposition of Vratas to be performed
on Pratipads, the first day of the
Lunar fortnight

Ndrada said :

I. O holy sir, I have heard the full gist of all the
Puranas, conveyed by you directly and orally in the same
manner as it was narrated to Marici by Brahma, the highest
deity.

2. O highly blessed one, now recount to me, in due
order, the story of the Tithis (i. e. the details of the different
lunar days) whereby the holy rites and observances can be
decided upon.

3. Now please narrate to me the particular holy
Vrata (vow or rite) alongwith its detailed procedure of worship
etc. and enlighten me on what (particular) holy lunar day
(tithi) and in what (particular) month that Vrata is to be
performed.?

Sandtana said :

4. O Narada, listen I shall recount to you the holy
rites (Vratas) of the Tithis separately. They bring about all
the Siddhis (accomplishments of objects) in the order of the
Tithis and their lords.

5-6. God Brahma created the entire Universe on the
first day in the bright half of Caitra, at the time of sunrise.2
It was in the beginning of the year and that of the spring in
the kingdom of Bali (?). The Pratipad is to be taken always

1. Vratas are of different types. Some are to be performed on
particular tithis, some on days, some depend on the constellation of the
particular day etc. (AP. 175.1) AP later gives some general rules for observing
Vratas.). Here Narada wants to know the details of Tithi-vratas.

2. The belief that the Universe was created by god Brahma at the time
of sun-rise on the Ist day of the bright half of Caitra, is common to other
Purinas. CC on Vrata, pp. 360-65, Vrata-rgja (VR].) ch. I, p. 21 quotes
Bm. P and prescribes Nahdsanti and the worship of god Brahma as in the NP,
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when it is in conjunction with the previous Tithi, by wise
persons.!

7. At that time, the great rite of Santi (the pacificatory
rite) should be performed. It is destructive of all sins. It
subdues all evil portents. It dispels the sins of Kali.

8. It bestows longevity, causes nourishment and enhances
wealth and good fortune. It is auspicious and holy and is
conducive to happiness in both the worlds.

9-10. On that day, at the outset, god Brahma who had
assumed the physical body of the fire-god, should be worshipped
with respectful formalities such as washing the feet with water
and other respectful offerings (Padyas, Arghyas), flowers,
incense, clothes, ornaments, meals, sacrificial oblations, presents
and the propitiation of the Brahmanas. Thereafter, the worship
of deities should be performed separately of each god.

11-12. After paying obeisance to the Ornkara with (the
offerings of) water from the Kusa grass, gingelly-seeds and raw
rice-grains, (the devotee) shall give religious fee or gift
(Daksina) to a Brahmana who isa Vedic Scholar, alongwith
clothes and gold for the purpose of complete and perfect per-
formance of the Vrata. This Vrata that has such a special
Pdja in it, is called Sauri Vrata? (Vrata pertaining to the Sun).

13-14a. O Brahmana, this holy rite yields good health
to men. Q sage, Vidyavratad is also to be performed on that
day. O sage, on the same Tithi, the holy rite called Tilaka*
was told by Krsna to Ajatasatru (Yudhisthira).

14b-16. In the month of Jyestha, in the bright half, on
the first day at sunrise, one should worship the pleasing Karavira

1. VR]J. quotes this as Viddha Vasistha Smrti and states that even if
the Pratipad is associated with amdvdsyd (pirva-vrddhd), it should be taken as
the proper beginning of the year.

2. Probably the samc as Arogyapratipad vrata (VR]. 1 p, 23).

3. NP gives no details of this Vrata, for which vide CC on Vrata 1. 338
40, VR]. p. 23.

4. After worshipping Saihvatsara (the year), the performer has to
apply on his forehead a Tilake with white sandal-wood paste for one year
(CC on Vrata I. 348-50.
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tree that grows in the temple garden.! It must be tied with a
red thread, scents, incense and unguents must be offered along-
with the germinating seven grains, oranges and pomegranates.
It must be sprinkled with water mixed with unbtoken rice
grain. The following Mantra should be uttered for praying for
forgiveness.

17-19a. “‘Obeisance to you O Karavira, the residence of
meritorious acts, beloved of the sun, always liked by (one who
wields thunderbolt Dambbholi) i.e. Indra, Mrda, (Siva), Durga
and other deities.”” Heshould then crave forgiveness through the
Vedic Mantra? ““A Krsnena’’ etc. (RV. I. 35.2). After worship-
ping thus with great devotion and after giving due Daksina
to a Brahmana, he should circumambulate and go to his house.

19b-20. On the first day in the bright half of the month
of Sravana, there is a2 great Vrata® that yields good fortune
and intellect. It is the cause of all the Purusarthas) viz.
virtue, wealth, love and liberation.

O Brahmana, beginning on a Monday, this Vrata should
be continued for three and a half months.

21-22. After observing fast on the fourteenth day in the
dark half of the month of Karttika, the devotee, earnest and
interested in the Vrata, should worship Siva on (the following)
full moon day. On the Pratipad following it He should offer
Vayana (sweet-meats and other presents) alongwith a gold
flute (?) to a Brahmana for the purpose of increase in the
wealth. O leading sage, it is highly meritorious and it increases
the pleasure of the deities.

23. On the first day in the bright half of Bhadrapada,
the Vrata named ‘Mahatma’ (the greatest one) should be

1. VV 14-19a. describe the Karavira-pratipad-vrata It is observed on
Vaitikha Suddha Pratipad in Tamil Nad. Cf. CC. I. 353.

2. V. 17 which is a prayer in Puranic SK is said to be the ‘Mantra’
@ Krspena ctc. is a Vedic Mantra in RV. 1. 35, 2.

3. VV 19b-22 describe the Rofaka Vrata, although NP does not
disclose the name of this mahdvrata, Vrj., pp. 25-26 describe it as Rotaka
Vrata. Itis also called Bilvi-i. ‘aha vrata.
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performed. Some call this Vrata by the name of Mauna!
(silence). Siva is worshipped in this rite.

24.27a. The devotee shall, in silence, cook three times
sixteen fruits alongwith ground flour. He shall give one
set of sixteen to a Brahmana. He shall give another set of
sixteen to the Deity. One set of sixteen, he himself eats. Over
the water pot, the knower of the injunctions worships a gold
image of Siva and gives everything of it to the preceptor along-
with a cow. O Briahmana, after observing this Vrata of the
trident-bearing Lord of the Devas forfourteen years, the devotee
enjoys worldly pleasures, till his death (thereafter), he attains to

iva.

27b-29. O Brihmana, a man who performs Adokavrata®
on the first day in the bright half of the month of Advina,
(himself) becomes Asoka (free from grief). He is endowed with
riches and grains. The Asoka tree must be worshipped by those
who are exclusively devoted to these observances and rites.
At the end of the Vrata in the twelfth year, he should offer
the replica of an Asoka tree with great devotion to the pre-
ceptor. He is thereby honoured in Sivaloka.

30. One shall begin Navaratra® (the festival of nine
nights) on this very Pratipad. He should worship the goddess
in the forenoon alongwith the rite of installing the water-pot.

31. He should sow to germinate barley grains mixed
with wheat. He should take only one meal once a day. The
food consumed should not be one that is requested for.

32-33. In accordance with his ability, he should observe
fast. The worship of the goddess, repetition of the Mantras and
recitation of the holy texts (the Saptasati) should also be done
in accordance with one’s capacity. O Brahmana, the three
Caritas (stories) mentioned in the Markandeya Purana should
be read for all the nine days, by one who desires to get worldly

1. VV. 23-27a detail the Mauna Vrata. HD V, 383-384 gives a Vrata
of a similar name but the details are somewhat different,

2. VV 27-29 describe Afoka-vrata. This is different from that given in
CC I1. 279-283. HD V. i. 295 also differs.

3. VV. 30-34 describe the Navaratra or Durgd Pgja which is obscrved
all over India. It is described in details in HD V. 1., pp. 154-187. The
Carita in the Mk. P. mentioned in V. 32 is most probably Devi Mdhdtmya
(chs. 78-90) or the Saptasati.
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pleasures and salvation. The worship of virgins alongwith the
rite of feeding, is praised.

34. O Brahmana, after performing the Vrata thus, the
man becomes a receptacle of all Siddhis on the Eargh, by the
grace of Durga.

35. On the first day in the bright half in the month of
Urja (Karttika), one should perform all the rites mentioned for
Navaratra. Particularly, the rite called Annakiita! (a heap of
cooked articles of food) causes the increase in the delight of
Visnu.

36. In the course of worship of Govardhana, Anna-
kiita must be made with all cooked articles and with all milk
products by everyone, for achieving all objects by the
worshipper.

37. In the evening the devotee should worship
Govardhana mountain alongwith the cows, and offer suitable
Daksina. He shall attain worldly pleasures and liberation.

38-40a. The excellent Dhanavrata? is to be performed
on the first day in the bright half of the month of Margasirsa.
Visnu is to be worshipped at night alongwith Homas. The
observer of the Vrata should give a replica in gold of the fire-
god to a Brihmanpa after covering it with two red clothes. By
performing this vrata thus, one becomes flourishing in wealth
and food-grains on the Earth. With hissins burned in fire, he

is honoured in the Visnuloka.

1. VV. 35-37 describe the Govardhana Pgjé (in the memory of Krspa’s
triumph over Indra) or Annakiifa. Though v. 35 instructs “to perform all
the rites mentioned for Navaratra,” the essential difference is that the
Navardtra is pertaining to Devi (Sakta) while Govardhana Pija is a strictly
vegetarian Vaigpava Vrata. Vij. p. 33 quotes Sanatkumdra Samhitd to describe
the procedure of worship of Annakita. There are minor regional differences
in performing the Annakitap ija.

2. VV. 38.40a describe Dkhana-vrata which is otherwise called
Dhanya-vrata (AP. 167. 5-6) or Dhanya pratipad Vrata, CC 1. 355-56 bases
its description on the Vardha Purdpa 56. 1-16 which is somewhat different
from what is given here. HD. V. i. 320 lists a Dhana-vrata which begins on
Phalguna-Suddha-Trayodasi and is concerned with Kubera and as such is
different from the Dhana-Vrata in the NP.



1V.110.40b-48 1497

40b-41a. On the first day in the bright half of the month
of Pausa, one should worship the Sun-god with devotion. The
man must restrict his diet to one meal a day. Performing the
Vrata thus, that mortal being shall attain the world of the Sun.

41b-42a. On the first day in the bright half of the month
of Migha, one shall worship the Fire god as Mahe$vara him-
self, in accordance with the injunctions. He becomes rich and
flourishing on the Earth.

42b-44a. On the first day in the bright half of the
month of Phalguna, one should, with water, sprinkle Digambara
(the naked Lord Siva), the Lord of the Devas, all of whose
limbs have turned grey due to dust. He should sprinkle the
water all over his body. Indeed, god Mahesévara is delighted
even with such secular rites and activities. On being worshipped
with devotion, he grants his own Sayujya (Salvation where-
in the devotee becomesone with the Deity).

44b-46.! On the first day in the bright half of the month
of Vaiéakha, one shall worship Visnu who sports in the Uni-
verse. He should worship in accordance with the injunctions.
The man who observes the Vrata should feed the Brahmanas.
Similarly, on the first day in the bright half of the month of
Jyestha and Asadha, one shall worship Brahma, the preceptor
ofthe worlds. Thereat, accompanied by Visnu, Brahma the
Lord of the chiefs of all worlds, grants identity with himself.
The devotee shall then attain all the Siddhis.

47-48.2 O excellent Brahmana, Vratas to be observed on
the first day of the twelve months—Vratas bestowing worldly
pleasures here and Liberation from Samhsara hereafter have been
recounted to you. Brahmacarya (observance of celibacy) is laid
down in all these Vyatas. The diet during these Vratas is pre-
scribed as Havisyanna (cooked rice soaked in ghee) as common
to all.

1. The last redactor of the NP scems to have rectified the missing
Vratas cn Vaisikha Sukla 1st, by adding vv. 44b-46.

2. VV. 47-48 prescribe the general rules about observance of Vratas
mentioned (vide AP. 175).
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN

Exposition of Vratas to be observed on Dvitiyds (second Tithi in lunar
fortnight)

Sandtana said :

1. O Brahmana, listen. I shall recount to you the Vratas
of Dvitiyds (to be observed on the second day of the lunar
fortnight) . On observing them with devotion, a man is honoured
in the Brahmaloka.

2-3a. On the second day in the bright half of the month
of Caitra, the devotee should propitiate Brahma alongwith his
Sakti. He should eulogise the deity and propitiate him with
Havisyanna (cooked rice soaked in ghee), scents and other
things. He shall thus attain the benefit of all sacrifices.
After realising all desires, he shall attain the region of the
supreme spirit in the end.

3b-4a. O Brihmana, on this very day, others worship
the rising crescent moon at the beginning of the night. They
attain worldly pleasures and liberation.

4b-6. Or on this day, one shall devotedly worship the twin
gods, Asvins and offer gold and silver eyes to a Brahmana
covering them witha pot filled with curd or ghee ? O leading
Brahmana, by performing this Netravrata! for twelve years one
becomes verily a king. He attains a comely form. He becomes
valorous against the hosts of his encmies. He becomes
interested in Dharma, and the chief of all kings.

7-8a. On the second day in the bright half of the month
of Radha (Vaisakha), one shall worship Brahma in the form of
Visnu in accordance with the injunction, overa pitcher contain-
ing seven kinds of grains. After enjoying all desirable worldly
pleasures here one attains Visnuloka thereby.

1. VV 4b-6 describe the Netra-vrata or Caksu-vrate. CC on Vrata 1.
392-93 mentions that the Pratin (observer of the Vrata) is to subsist on curds
and ghee on this tithi,
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8b-9. On the second day in the bright half of the month
of Jyestha, one should worship the Sun-god, Lord of the worlds
who hasassumed the form of the four-faced Lord, in accordance
with the injunctions. After feeding the Brahmanas with devotion,
he shall attain the world of Sun-God.

10-12. The second day in the bright half of the month of
Asiadha is very meritorious. On that day, the observer of the
Vrata takes Balarama in procession alongwith Subhadra. He
goes round the various parts of the city, alongwith Brahmanas
and others. After going near a tank or a river, he should
celebrate the great festival. At the end of it, he should re-instate
them duly in the Lord’s abode. He should feed Brahmanas for
completing the holy rite.

13. Prajapati or the creator of theuniverse sleeps on the
second day in the bright half of the month of Nabhas (Sravana)
That tithi is therefore very sacred. It is called Asokasayana.!

14-16a. One should worship the four-faced deity lying in
the bzd alongwith his Sakti. After bowing down to the Lord of
the worlds, one shall utter this Mantra : “QO Srikanta (lover of
Sri) O Srivatsadharin (one who bears the Srivatsa mark),
Srivisa (abode of good fortune), O Sripati (Lord of Sri), O
Dharmartha-Kamada (the bestower of virtue, wealth, and love)
may not my wedded life perish.” Here the charitable gift of a
crescent made of gold is recommended. It brings about all
Siddhis.

16b-17a. On the second day in the bright half of the
month of Bhadrapad4, one should worship the creator of the

1. VV. 13-15 describe the Adoka-Sayana-Vrata, also called Afinya-
Sayana-Vrata, It is meant for both men and women. NP prescribes the
worship of the four-faced god Brahma while he is lying in bed with his Sakdi,
in this Vrata. Butin Visnudharmottara. I. 145. 6-20 and AP. 177, 3-12 the
worship of Viyu and Laksmi is prescribed. Strangely enough after wor-
shipping Brahma the prayer is addressed to Vispu in the NP (v. 15); the
name of the Vrata is based on the prayer.

Laksmya na $inyarh varada yathd te $ayanara vibho|

Sayyd mamapyasinyd® stu tathaiva madhusidanal|
—AP. 177. 7b-8a.

It is to be observed for four months from Sravapa,
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universe in the form of Indra in accordance with the prescrib-
ed injunctions. He shall obtain the fruit of the performance
of all sacrifices.

17b-21.! The second day in the bright half of the month
Asgvina is very holy. The charitable gift made on this day is
said to yield endless benefits. Formerly, Yama was fed by
Yamuna in her house on the second day in the bright half of
Karttika. Hence, this is called Yamadvitiya.! Ifone takes food in
the house of one’s sister on this day, it is conducive to nourish-
ment. He must give her clothes and ornaments. It is the tithi
on which Lord Yamarija was fed by Yamuna with her own
hand, out ofsisterly affection. Hence, he who takes his food
from the hand of his sister on that day, attains excellent jewels,
wealth and food-grains.

22. Pitrs should be worshipped through Sriddha on the
second day in the bright half of the month of Mairgasirsa.
Then the devotee obtains good health alongwith his sons and
grandsons.

23-24. On the second day in the bright half of the
month of Pausa, the rite of sprinkling with the water a cow's
horns, is the bestower of all desires unto men. The sight of the
rising moon is also conducive to the attainment of all desires.
For the purpose of achieving virtue, love and wealth, the
devotee should restrict his diet to cooked rice soaked in ghee
and subdue his sense-organs and worship the rising moon by
offering Arghya and flowers alongwith ghee.

25-29a. On the second day in’the bright half of the
month of Miagha, one shall duly worship Prajapati in the form
of Sun, with red flowers and red unguents. He shall make an
image of the deity in gold, according to his capacity. He
should take a coppcr vessel full of wheat or rice grains. He
should dedicate all these things to the Lord and offer the same
to a Brahmana. If this Vratais thus performed, the devoteeshall

1. VV. 18b-21 describe the Yama doitfyd Vrata. It was on the 2nd day
of the bright half of Karttika that Yama, the god of Death, was fed by his
sister Yamun4 that people are advised to go to their sisters on this day and
take meal and gift her with clothes and ornaments, The story is told in Bs.
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be like the rising sun. The man will be unapproachable and
unthwartable in the world. After enjoying all excellent worldly
pleasures here, heattains Brahma’s region in the end. He will
be seated in an excellent aerial chariot, eulogised frequently
by the Devas.

29b-31. An excellent Brahmana should worship Siva
with white and fragrant flowers on the second day in the bright
half of the month of Phalguna. He should make a canopy and
decorate it with flowers and ornamental fittings. He should
propitiate the Lord with Naivedyas of various kinds. He should
offer incense and lights. He should perform Nirajana rite
(waving of lights). Prostrating on the ground with eight limbs
touching it, he shall make obeisance to the Lord.

32. Worshipping the Lord of the Devas thus, the man
becomes free from all sickness. With plenty of wealth and
food-grains, he shall certainly live for a hundred years.

33. The injunctions regarding the Dvitiyas of the bright
half of the month should be followed in the case of those of the
dark half of the month also, by the people clever in the matter
of procedures.

34. It is the fire-god alone that is worshipped separately
in the different months. He assumes different forms and so is
worshipped on the Dvitiyas. The vow of celibacy etc. are to
be observed as before.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND TWELVE

Enumeration of Vratas to be observed on Trtiyas (third day of a lunar
Sortnight

Sandtana said :

1. O Narada, listen. I shall recount to you the Vratas
pertaining to Trtiya (third day in the lunar fort-night). On
P. Uttara 14. 18-23. It is also known as Bhrilr-dvitiva (Bhaiyyd-diija
and people make it a pointto go to their sister’s place and offer her some
gift. Vij. quotes CC. wherein the Bs. P. mentioned above is quoted. V7).

quotes from the Sanatkumdra Samhitd, LP & Pd. P. in support of this Vrala
which is an act of fraternal affection.
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observing these Vratas perfectly, a woman shall attain married
bliss and good fortune.

2-5. An unmarried virgin desirous of a bridegroom, and
one desirous of matrimonial bliss and good fortune for her sons
and husband, should perform Gauri Vrata.! The image of
Gauri is made of gold, silver, copper or clay along with that of
her Lord (Siva) on the third day in the bright half of the
month of Caitra. O Brahmana, she then worships it with scents,
fragrant flowers, clothes, auspicious ornaments, and bundles of
Diirva grass. She observes fast. She propitiates Brahmana
women whose husbands and sons are alive and girls with
auspicious characteristics, by offering them saffron, collyrium,
clothes and other things. Delighted in her mind, she should keep
awake that night with the desire to fulfil the Vrata.

6. O Brihmana, she should give that image to the
preceptor if it is metallic. If it is made of clay, she should
immerse it in a tank or a river.

7. She should perform this auspicious Gauri Vrata for
twelve years. With the due formal resolve to donate, she
should offer twelve cows also for the achievement of her
desires.

8. What more needs be spoken ? There is no other bes-
tower of good fortune and matrimonial bliss to women in all
the three worlds like Gauri.

9. A woman attains wealth, good husband, sons,
learning, ability to command, fame and happiness—in fact all
desired happiness, by worshipping Gauri with devotion.

1. VV. 2-9 describe the Gauri Vrata which if observed for twelve
years, confers a good consort to the lady observer if unmarried, uninterrupted
matrimonial bliss, if married, good fortune and all desired happiness. HD V.
i p. 296 gives five varieties of this Vrata some of which are to be observed in
Asvina (Krtyaratndkara 219), on the 4th day of Jyestha (Bd. p). It is similar
to Gaurf-triiyé-Vrata observed on the 3rd day of the bright half of Caitra,
Bhadrapada, Magha— ( Samaya-may ikha 36).

There is another Gauri Vrata to be observed on the 4th day in the
bright half of Magha. It is also called Dhupdhi Vrata, Kupda Vrata, Lalitd
Vrata and Sdnti Vrata, vide infra 1. 113. 80.85.
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10. The third day in the bright half of the month of
Vaisakha is glorified as Aksaya Trtiya.! That is the Tithi on
which Tretayuga began. Whatever holy rite is performed on
thisday is made everlasting (Aksaya) by this Trtiya.

11-12a. Wise men know that two inaugural days of
Yugas (viz. that of Krta and Treta) were in the bright half of
the month, while those of the other two Yugas (viz. Dvapara
and Kali) were in the dark fortnight (of the lunar month).
The two (inaugural) days in the bright fortnight are to be
accepted (observed) in the earlier half of the day. Out of the
Yugadi days in the dark fortnight, Dvapara began in Magha
whilethe Kali Age commenced in Bhadrapada Thus commenced
the Yugas? on these days.

12b-13. The devotee should worship Narayana, the
preceptor of the universe accompanied by Sri, with flowers,
incense and unguents on the third day in the bright half of
the month of Vaisakha. Or if he takes his holy dip in the waters
of the Ganga, he is absolved of all sins.

14. He should worship Visnu with unbroken rice-grains.
He shall have his ablution with water mixed with unbroken

1. VV 10-15 describe the Aksaya Trtipa Vrata which falls on the
3rd day of the bright half of Vaisakha. Any meritorious act performed on
this day, becomes ever-lasting. Hence the epithet Aksaya. The speciality of
this day is that it marks the beginning of the Tretd Tuga. The rite pertains
to the worship etc. of god Visnu accompanied by Sri. The performer
devotee attains the region of Visnu. Cf. Vispu Dh. §. 90. 16-17: also Bhavig-
vottara P. 30. 2-3 & 19.

2. VYV 11-12a. give the Yugadi tithis vide Supra I 56. 147-48 for the
Yugadi Tithis—the tithi on which a particular Yuga began. According to
the NP. the following are the Yugddi tithis for the following Yugas.

Yuga Tith
I. Krta 9th day Karttika, Su. (bright half) (Suddha)
2. Treta — 3rd day Vaigikha, Su.
3. Dvapara — 15th day of Magha (Vd—Vadya—dark half)
4. Kali — 13th day of Bhidrapada, Vd.
VP. III. 14. 12-13 supports this, though AP. 209. 14 differs about
Krta-Yuga.

As Yugadi days are recommended for the performance of Sraddha etc.,
the first half of the day is preferable for Yugddi day in the bright half of a
month, while the latter half is recommended for the Yugidi days in the dark
half of the month.
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rice grains. He should feed Brihmanas with the flour of barley
first fried and then ground. He himself shall partake of it.

15. O Brahmana, the man who performs the rites thus
and who is devoted to Visnu attains Visnu’s world. He'is bowed
to by all the Devas.

16. The third day in the bright half of the month of
Jyestha is well known by the name Rambha.! On that day, one
should duly worship and honour an excellent Brahmana accom-
panied by his wife.

17-18a. With the desire for conjugal blessedness a
woman should perform this holy rite and worship the Brahmana
couple with scents, fragrant flowers, silken garments, etc. O
Brahmana, if this holy Rambha rite is duly observed, it yields
wealth, sons, and auspicious inclination towards Dharma
(virtuous and religious rites).

18b-21a. The lady who desires conjugal bliss should wear
white clothes in the third day in the bright half of the month of
Asadha and worship Kesava accompanied by Laksmi symbolised
or represented in a Brahmana accompanied by his wife. She
should propitiate them with meals, charitable gifts of cows,
clothes and ornaments and pleasing words. By observing this
Vrata, the lady shall be blessed with wealth and food-grains.
By the grace of the Lord of the Devas, she shall attain Visnu’s

world.
21b. Svarna-Gauri Vrata? is to be performed on the
third day in the bright half of the month of Sravana.

1. VV 16-18 mention Rambhd Vrata which consists of worship
of a Brahmapa couple. It yieldswealth, sons and inclination to Dharma.
The Rambhd Vrata mentioned in the Bhavisyottara P. 18. 1-36 and CC on Vrata
1. 426-430 is different, as it recommends that worship of Devi, and homa, etc.
are to be performed therein.

2. VV 21b-29 describe the Svarpa Gauri Vrata to be performed by
ladies, on the 3rd day of Sravapa Su. for the propitiation of goddess Gauri or
Bhavini. In Karnataka it is observed on the 3rd day of Bhidrapada (Vrj.
p- 45). Herein the number 16 is very significant. Goddess Gauri is worshipp-
ed with 16 upacdras and prayed for conjugal blessedness, sons and wealth. The
Vrata is to be observed for 16 years at the end of which a gold image of
Gauri is to be worshipped, 16 wickerworks filled with 16 edibles are to be
given to 16 couples of Brihmanas and the gold image tobe given to the
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22a-23a. The lady devotee should worship goddess
Bhavani by means of the sixteen Upaciras (articles and modes
of worship and service) with the Prayer—“O goddess of holy
rites, obeisance be to you. Be pleased to grant me sons and
wealth, grant me conjugal blessedness. Do bestow on me all
other desired things.”

23b-24a. After praying thus to Bhavani the goddess of
the Devas, accompanied by God Siva, thelady devotee, desirous
of completion of the holy rite should make the gift of sweet
meats etc. to Brahmanas.

24b-25a. After performing this auspicious Vrata for
sixteen years, she should perform the concluding ceremony of
the Vrata (Udyapana) with great devotion. She should not
exhibit stinginess in the matter of expenses.

25b-28. Inapandal in a pure Mandala (mystic diagram)
she should perform the worship of Ganec§a and other gods. She
should then place a flat saucer-like copper-dish over the water
pot and worship a gold-image of Bhavani therein with scents
and fragrant flowers. Thereafter, the Homa should be performed.
Sixteen bamboo vessels (baskets) shall be filled with sweet
dishes and cooked rice, offered to the Devi as Naivedya and
distributed among Brahmanas, kinsmen and relatives.

29. The woman interested in the observance of this
Vrata shall attain the full benefit by giving the gold image
to the preceptor and monetary gifts to the other Brahmanas.

30. On the third day in the bright half of the month of
Bhadrapada, the lady devotee should perform the Vrata of
Haritalika! with great devotion, in accordance with the in-

preceptor. The Vij. quotes a story from the Sk. P. about this Vrata. The
Udydpana (concluding ceremony) of this Vrata agrees with that in the Sk. P.
as quoted by Vrj., pp 46-47.

1. VV 380-35 describe the Haritdlikd Vrata. This is very popular in
Maharashtra but not in Gujarat or Bengal. Only women are eligible for
this and they observe a fast on this day and propitiate goddess Uma and
Siva. This Vrata is found in late mediaeval digests like the Nimaya Sindhu
(p. 133). Vij. pp. 48 quotes the story of Haritiliki from the
Bhavisyottara Purdpa. The Udydpana-rite in the NP is similar to that in the
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Jjunctions, alongwith the rites of Padya (viz. offering water for
washing the feet, hands, worship) Arghya and Arcana.

31-32. Then the cooked rice and the Daksina should be
placed in a gold, silver, copper, bamboo or a clay vessal along-
with fruits and clothes. The same shall then be given to a
Brahmana. At the end of it, she should have the Parana (break
the fast) alongwith the kinsmen.

33. The woman who observes this holy rite shall enjoy
all desirable pleasures. She shall become a friend and attendant
of Gauri, thanks to the efficacy of this Vrata,

34. Sixteen bamboo-baskets filled with bliss-yielding
articles and clothes should be enthusiastically ‘given to a
Brahmana in accordance with the injunctions.

35-36. She should then give generous monetary gifts
to the other excellent Brahmanas also for the satisfaction of
the goddess. The woman who performs this holy rite of
Saubhagya Vardhana (that which increases conjugal blessed-
ness) certainly attains it, thanks to the grace of the Goddess.

37-38. When the Trtiya in the month of Bhidrapada
coincides with the constellation Hasta, the Vrata taught by
Sauri (Krsna ?) is called Hastagaurivrata!. The Vrata called
Kotisvari and Lakseévari? has been proclaimed by Siva the
Pinakabearing Lord. Its rules of procedure are being mentioned:

VRJF, pp. 48-52. Sixteen wicker-baskets containing ‘bliss-yielding articles
(indicating Saubhdgya—conjugal happiness) and cloth are to be given to
Brahmanpas. This Vrata increases conjugal blessedness. The term Saubhdgya
Vardhana here does not imply a new Vrata of that name. Dr, Kane in HD.
V. 1, p. 456 mentions three Saubhdgya Vratas but they are quite
different.

1. VV 37-39 describe Hasta-Gauri-Vrata which is to be observed
when the constellation Hasta coincides with the 3rd day of Bhidrapada Su. .
Kripa has told this Vrata. The Vratdrka requires contemplation of Gauri,
Hara and Ganesa in this Vrata, for 13 years and the Udydpana (conclusion)
of this Vrata in the 14th year (HD. V. i. p. 462).

2. VV 38-45a describe the Kofifvaré alias Lakgefvari Vrata to be
observed on the 3rd day of Bhidrapada Su. (fuddha Paksa—The bright half).
It is called Laksedvari as a paste of one hundred thousand grains of rice
or Sesame seeds is used to form the image of Parvati, Fast is to be observed
on that day. CC on Vrata 1. 459-461 quotes the Sk. P. for this Vraia. also
vide HD. V-1, p. 290.
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39. On this day, the Vrata has to be taken up for four
years. O Narada, every year it has to be performed alongwith
the observance of fast.

40. Unbroken rice grains or gingelly seeds should be
selected, O leading sage, to the extent of one hundred
thousand. They should be cleaned and put in boiling water.

41. When the grains are cooked well, a splended image
of the goddess should be made. It should be embellished with
scented flowers and flower garlands.

42-44. Goddess Parvati should be installed therein and
worshipped with great devotion, with scents, fragrant flowers,
incense, lights and detailed Naivedya offerings and fruits. O
Brahmana, she should bow to the goddess and crave forgiveness.
Then she should immerse the image of the goddess in the middle
of a water-tank. Daksini is then offered to the Brahmanas who
are knowers of religious rites and procedures. She should then
partake of her food the next day. Thus, O Brahmana, the Koti
Lakses$vari Vrata has been narrated to you.

45a. In the end she goes to the world of Gauri, thanks
to the power of this Vrata.

45b. On the third day in the bright half of the month of
Isa (i.e. Asvina), the lady devotee should perform BrhadGauri?
Vrata.

46. O Narada, this Vrata is to be performed for five
yearsin accordance with the rules of procedure mentioned above.
At the end, she should worship the main preceptor and other
Brahmanas with cash presents etc.

47-50. Five Suvisinis (married women whose husband
arc alive) should be worshipped as Haripriyas ( beloveds of Hari)
with clothes, ornaments, sandal paste, bodices, earrings and
necklaces; five bamboo baskets are used and they are tied round

I. VV. 45 b-53 describc the Brhad-Gauri-Vrata to be observed on
the 3rd day of Aévina Su. (Suddha) according, to NP., but on Bhidra-
pada Kr. (Krsa) Trtipd as per VRJ. In southern Maharashtra and in
Karnataka, a plant Dorli or Ridganf (in Marathi) is brought along with its
roots, fruits and branches for worship. A thread is wound round the neck in
the name of Gauri. VR]J. (pp. 53-54) narrates the story about this Vrata
from the Bhavigyottara P.
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with threads. The baskets are filled with saffron, cumin-seeds,
and bliss-yielding articles. Vayanas (presents of sweet-meats)
comprising of ground wheat flour, fresh Apiipa (baked pies),
fruits etc. These must be given to the Suvisinis who also be fed.
After giving as worshipful gift half the materials gathered as
Vayanas, she shall silently take her food. For the increase of the
desired objects, a fruit (out of the gift) should be worn round
the neck.

51. Getting up early in the morning, bedecked in
ornaments and accompanied by her friends, she should go to a
river to the accompaniment of songs and instrumental music.
There Gauri image is ritualistically bidden farewell to (into
the river) with the prayer :

52. ¢O gentle lady, you had been invoked by me and
worshipped duly (as per procedure), you may be pleased to go
away at will, for granting me conjugal bliss”.

53. After observing the holy rite, thus, O Brahmana,
and after enjoying all worldly pleasures, thanks to the grace of
the goddess, she shall attain Gauri’s world after death.

54-55. On the third day in the bright half of the month
of Orja (Karttika), she (the lady) should perform Visnugauri-
vrata.! After worshipping the goddess worthy of being saluted
by the whole world, with different modes of worship and services
and after feeding the suvasini (a married woman with husband
alive) who has been honoured duly with auspicious articles, she
should bid farewell to the goddess after bowing to her, for
obtaining the grace of satisfaction of Vispugauri.

56. On the third day in the bright half of the month of
Margasirsa, a woman should perform the auspicious HaraGauri
Vrata? in accordance with the injunctions laid down before, in
the above-mentioned Vrata and should worship Jagadambika
( Mother of the Universe).

57. As a result of the prowess of this Vrata, she shall
enjoy all charming worldly pleasures. Attaining the world of
the goddess, she rejoices with her.

1. VV. 54.55 briefly describes the Vrata called Vispu Gaurl.
2. VV. 56-57 deal with Hara-Gauri Vrata.
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58-59a. On the third day in the bright half of the month
of Pausa, a woman should perform the Brahmagaurivrata! in
accordance with the injunctions laid down above., O excellent
Brahmana, on being worshipped, BrahmaGauri shall be delighted.
‘Thanks to her grace, the lady devotee becomes associated with
the goddess and rejoices herself.

59b-60. On the third day in the bright half of the month
of Magha, (goddess) Saubhigya-Sundari? should be worshipped
in accordance with the rules of procedure mentioned before, by
means of offering Arghya with coconuts. Delighted and rendered
pleased by means of the Vrata, the goddess grants her own
world.

61. The third day in the bright half of the month of
Phalguna, is the bestower of family happiness. If the goddess
is worshipped with scents, fragrant flowers etc., she shall be the
bestower of all auspiciousness.

62. O sage, in all these Trtiyas (vratas on the third days
of the lunar fortnight) the rules regarding the Pidja of the
goddess, the honour to the Brihmana, the charitable gifts, Homa
and the ritualistic dismissal of the goddess are the same.

63. Thus the Vratas to be performed on Trtiyas have
been narrated to you here. If observed with great devotion,
they shall bestow all desirable objects cherished in mind.

1. VV. 58-59a describe Brahma-Gauri Vrata. It will thus be seen that
the Gauri Vratas are the same but are associated with each member of the
Trinity of gods and are performed on the 3rd days of lunar fortnights.

2. VV. 59b-60 describe the Saubhdgys-Sundari Vrata (to propitiate
goddess Uma, though the NP. is silent about the name of the deity). VR].
prescribes its performance on Margasirsa or Magha (Kr.) Tripa, csp}:cially
when it is conjoined with the next (4th) Tithi, and not with the previous
one. VRJ (pp. 54-47) quotes a long story from the Bhavisyottara P.
glorifying this Vrata.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN

The Exposition of the holy rites to be
performed on Caturthis (the fourth day in ,
the Lunar fortnight)
Sandtana said :

1. O Brahmana listen, I shall recount to you the holy
vows and rites to be observed on Caturthi days.! On observing
them, men and women shall attain their cherished desires.

2-3a. On the fourth day in the Lunar fortnight in the
month of Caitra,?, one should duly worship Ganapa (i.e.
Ganesa) in the form of Vasudeva and offer gold as Daksina to
a Brahmana. He will be bowed to by the Devas (thereby), and
then go to Visnuloka.

3b4. On the Caturthi day in the month of Vaisakha, the
devotee should pray to the deity called Sarhkarsana. By giving
a conch-shell to imporant Brahmana householders, the knower
of religious injunctions shall attain the world of Sarhkarsana
and rejoice there for many Kalpas.

5. On the Caturthi day in the month of Jyestha the per-
son should worship the deity in the form of Pradyumna. By
giving fruits and roots to the herds (of cattle or beasts), he

shall attain heaven.

1. Just as all the third days in the lunar fortnights are sacred to
the goddess (in any form of the Trinity), the fourth days of the lunar
fortnights are sacred to god Ganeéa. The Vrata gives special merit or fruit,
if the 4th Tithi falls on Sunday or Tuesday. (VV. 90-91 below).

2. VV. 2-6 synthesize the Catur-vyiha doctrine of the Paificaratrins
with a Saiva god like Gapesa, by identifying him with Visnu. This is
Vaispavization, as the NP. is a Vaigpava Purina, while in the Kirma P,
we find Pifupatization of an originally Vaisnava Purina

The Gapeia Vyitha accepts the names of the Paficaratrins.

Thus we find :

God Gapefa to be worshipped on the Name of the Vyiha
4th Tithi of :

1. Caitra Visudeva

2. Vaisakha Sankarsana

3. Jyestha Pradyumna

4. Asidha Aniruddha

This Vrata is to be observed for 12 years.
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6. On the Caturthi day in the month of Asadha, a man
should worship Aniruddha. By giving pot-gourd-vessels to
ascetics, he attains the cherished desires.

7. After performing these holy rites of the four Mirtis
for twelve years, the Udyapana rite should be performed in
accordance with the injunctions, by the devotee who wishes for
the benefit thereof.

8. On the Caturthi day in the month of Jyestha, there
is another Vrata viz. the excellent Sativrata. By performing it,
the devotee rejoices in the world of the mother of Ganapati on
a par with him.

9-10. There is another auspicious Vrata on the Catur-
thi day in the month of Asadha, since it is the day on which
Kalpa called Rathantara began. The man should worship
Ganesa duly with his mind sanctified by faith. He shall attain
the benefit inaccessible even to the Devas and others.

11-17a. On the Caturthi day in the month of Sravana,
O sage, when the moon has risen, the devotee, the most excel-
lent among the knowers of the procedure, should offer Arghya
unto Ganesa. He shall meditate on Lambodara (God Ganesa),
the three-eyed, four-armed deity who is red-complexioned,
whose face beams with pleasure, and who is bedecked in differ-
ent kinds of jewels and ornaments. He should worship him with
all modes of services such as invocation, etc. Heshould offer
Modaka (sweet meat) as Naivedya which gives pleasure to
Ganefa. After performing the Vrata thus, he shall partake of
the Modakas. During the night, after the worship, he should
gladly sleep on the bare ground. Thanks to the power of this
Vrata, he shall obtain all desires cherished in his mind in
this world, and (after death) shall attain the region of Ganesa.
In all the three worlds, there is no other Vrata like this. Hence,
itmust be observed with all (possible) efforts by one who wishes
to attain all cherished desires.

17b-18a. O celestial sage, some wish that the holy rite
called Darvaganapativrata! should be performed on this very

1. VV. 17b-23 describe the Diroa Gapapati Vrata. VR] (pp. 60 ff)
states that it commences on the 4th day of Srivapa Su. 4 or Kairttika
Su. 4, and quotes stories from the Saura P. and the SK.P. to glorify this
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same day. I shall tell you the injunctions regarding its perfor-
mance.

18b-23a. The devotee should make the image of Gana-
pati in gold and place it over acopper vessel after’covering it
with a red cloth. He should worship the (entire set) on the
mystic diagram called Sarvatobhadra, with red flowers five
kinds of leaves viz. Bilva, Apamarga, Sami, Dirva, and Hari-
priva (i.e. Tulasi).With these leaves and other flowers he should
perform worship. He shall offer fruits and sweetmeats as
Naivedya. After that, O ascetic, with pleasure, hc should offer
the Arghya. Then, O sage, after praying to it, he should give
the image of Vighne§a (ganesa) alongwith the adjuncts to the
preccptor who knows the rules of procedure. He should honour
him befittingly and then give it to him. He should continue the
Vrata for five vyears, after duly performing worship. After
enjoying all pleasures here he will go to the world of
Ganapati.

23b-27a. On the Caturthi day (in the dark half) of the
month of Bhidrapada, is the holy rite called Bahulidhenuka.
On this day, the deity cowis to be assiduously worshipped
with scents, garlands, barley, and other things. After circumam-
bulating the cow deity, he should offer charitable gifts, if he
can afford. If he cannot afford it, he shall bow to it and set it
free. He should continue the Vrata for five, ten or sixteen years.
He shall then perform the Udyapana rite and give a milch cow
(as charitable gift). Thanks to the power of this Vrata, he
shall enjoy all charming worldly pleasures, and duly honoured
and greeted by groups of Devas, he shall attain Goloka (the
world of cows).

27b-30. On the fourth day in the bright half (of the
month of Bhadrapada )is the holy rite called Siddha-Vainayaka-?

Vrata. As pcr SK. P., the Vratais to be observed from Sravapa Su. 4 to
Migha Su. 4. VR]J. gives two more varicties, one allowing its commence-
ment on any Sukla Caturthi if it falls on a Sunday, and another prescribing
21 days duration from Srivapa Su.5 to Srivana Kr. 10.

1. VV. 23b-27 describe Bahuld-dhenuka Vrata to be performed on
Bhidrapada Kr. 4, the deity being the cow.

2. 27b-39 decscribe the Siddha-Vindyaka Vrata so popular as Gapeia
Caturthf in Mabarashtra and other parts of India, though with some
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vrata (or ‘Siddhi-Vinayaka vrata). Through invocation and all
other modes of service, the worship should be performed. Con-
centrating the mind, he should meditate on Siddhivinivaka.
Heshould meditate on Lord Ganesa as Ekadanta (single-tusked)
Siirpakarna (one with winnow-like ears), Gajavaktra (elephant-
faced), Caturbhuja (four-armed), Pasankusa-Dhara (one hold-
ing in his hand, a noose and a goad), the Lord resembling
molten gold (in complexion). He should offer twentyone leaves
uttering the twentyone names (one by one) with devotion.
Listen to those names.

31-37. Sami-leaf should be offered to Sumukha (the
good-faced Deity), the Bhrnga-leaf to Ganadhisa, the Bilva-
leaf to the son of Uma, Dirva-grass to the elephant-faced God,
Badari to Lambodara (the big-bellied deity), Dhattiira to the
son of Hara (Siva), Tulasi-leaf to Siirpakarna (God with ears
like winnowing baskets) Sami-leaf to Vakra-tunda (God with a
curved trunk), Apamarga leaf to Guhagraja (Elder brother of
Karttikeya), Barhata leaves (those of brinjals) to Ekadanta
(Single-tusked god), Sindiira (saffron) to Heramba, leaf of the
fragrant plant called Patra to Caturhotra, the leaf of the Agas-
tya tree which is pleasing to Sarvesvara (Lord of all).

He should them take up a pair of the leaves of Dirva
grass along with scents, fragrant flowers and unbroken rice-
grains. With great devotion, he should offer worship and
five Modakas as Naivedya. After the rite of Acamana, obeis-
ance and prayer, he should ritualistically bid farewell to the
Deity.

O sage, he should give the image of Vindyaka, made of
gold, to the preceptor along with adjuncts. He should then

different procedure than that given in the NP. VRJ (pp. 68 ff) quotes
SK. P. from Hemadri (CC-Vrata 1.525-29). A strange restriction is that one
should not look at the moon on this night, lest one should be accused of
theft. It was due to this that Lord Krsna was accused of stealing
away Syamantaka jewel. If, however, on¢ happens to ‘.mCh a glimpse of
the moon, he should repeat Verse No. 39 given below in the NP. recounting
the Syamantaka ecpisode. This verse is quoted from VP. IV. 13.42 and is
found in the Viayu P. 96. 42 and the BR.P. 16.36 referring to the

same story.



1444 Ndrada Purdna

give Daksina (religious gifts) to Brihmanas. O Narada, one
who performs worship with devotion like this for five years,
shall attain all cherished desires as a result of his Upasana (de-
votion and worship) here, as well as all splendid things
hereafter.

38-39. Never shall one look at the moon on this Caturthi
day (i.e. night). There is no doubt about this that, if one looks
at the moon, he will be falsely accused. In order to mitigate
the defect thereof (i.e. of looking at the moon this night),
this (following) Mantra from the Purana® should be recited :

“The lion killed Prasena, the lion was killed by Jamba-
van. O gentle boy, Do not cry. This Syamantaka jewel is
offered to you.”

40-43a. On the Caturthi day in the bright half of the
month of Aévina, one should worship Vinayaka (Kapardisa—the
god with cowrie-like knotted hair) by means of the Purusa
Stikta. He should render services without any reason (i.e. with-
out any ulterior motive). He should offer the rice grains along-
with the shell-coins to a Brahmana religious student who is
worshipped with scents and fragrant flowers with prayer : “The
rice grains have Visve Devas as their deity. They are mixed
with the shell coins whose presiding deity is Hara. May the
leader of the Ganas of Siva (Kapardin) be pleased, when ( the
couries) are so dedicated.”

43b-44a. The holy rite called Karakavrata! is to be per-
formed on the Caturthi day in the dark half of the month of
Karttika. Only women are authorised to perform this Vrata.
The rules of the procedure on it are being mentioned.

*Like other material, the NP. seems to have borrowed this verse from
the VP. 1V. 13.42, The verse appears in a similar context in the Vayu P. 96.
42 and Br. P. 16.36

1. VV. 43b-51a describe the Karaka Vrata. Karaka is a water-
vessel for ascetics, (some times made of coconut shell also). Only women
are cligible to observe this, It is to be performed on Kirttika Kr. Caturthi
(Advina by amdnta reckoning followed in VR]., pp. 81-82 which quotes
the Vimana P. for its details). VR]J. ( pp. 79) narrates a Dasa-ratha Lalit2
Vrata on the same day, but does not mix up the two as isdonein
Purusdrtha Cintdmagi. The NP. does not mention the picture of Gauri (and
her family) as the main deity but treats it as a Gapefa Vrata.
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44b-45. The woman should take her bath and bedeck
herself. She should then worship god Ganesa. In front of the
deity ten bowls filled with cooked rice shall be kept and be
dedicated to the Lord of the Devas with devotion and purity of
the mind.

46-47. She should utter (pray) :—‘““May the deity be gra-
cious unto me.” Saying this she should dedicate them to God
Ganesa. Presentsshall begiven respectfully to Suvasinis (married
women) and the Brahmanas according to desire. Then at night,
when the moon rises, she should duly offer Arghya and partake
of sweet-meats and cooked rice for the fulfilment of the
Vrata.

48. Or O sage, the bowls may be filled with milk or
water alongwith a rice, a betel nut, rice-grains and jewels and
gifted over to a Brahmana.

49. The woman devotee should perform this holy rite for
sixteen or twelve years. After making the due presents, she
should ritualistically conclude this Vrata.

50-51a. Or the holy rite shall be observed by the woman
throughout her life with a desire for conjugal blessedness. There
is no other Vrata like this that yields conjugal blessedness to
women. Hence it should be continuously performed.

51b-53. On the fourth day in the bright half of the
month of Karttika, the holy rite Nagavrata! is to be celebrated.
The devotee shall perform the Sarnkalpa rite in the morning,
and drink pure water from a cow’s horn. After the bath, he shall
worship the serpents Sankhapala and others as well as Sesa by
means of diverse services (in worship) beginning with invo-
cation. He should make Apyiyana (developing and nouri-
shing) by means of milk. This is known as Nagavrata.

54. O leading Brahmana, if this auspicious observance of
Nagavrata is performed thus by men, poisons perish ere long,
and serpents do not bite them.

55-59. O leading sage, this Vrata is to be celebrated on
the fourth day in the bright half of the month of Margasirsa.

1. VV. 51b-5¢ deal with the Ndgavrata. CC-Vrata 1. 530 quotes
this from the KP.
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The full extent of the holy observance is for a period of four
years, beginning with this Caturthi day. He must spend the
first year, taking only a single meal per day. He must spend the
second year by taking meal only at night every day. He shall
spend the third year by taking in only the food obtained without
solicitation. He shall spend the fourth year also similarly. If no
food is offered, he observes a fast. After completing the vrata at
the end of the fourth year, he should perform the rite of ablu-
tion. He is then a Mahavratin (a man of great Vratas). He
shall then make the replica of the ‘mouse-chariot’ of Vighnes-
vara (i.e. god Ganesa) made of gold. If he cannot afford this,
he should make the mystic diagram of a lotus with good petals,
by means of colours. The jar is placed over it alongwith a cop-
per vessel, that is filled with raw rice-grains. Itnage of Ganes-
vara (i.e. Ganesa) is placed over it covered with two clothes.
The devotee should worship the deity with scents and other
things.

60-61. Modaka is to be offered as Naivedya saying :
“May Ganesa be pleased.”’ The night shall be spent by keeping
awake through songs and instrumental music as well as in the
narration of the Puranas. After the day has dawned, he should
take bath and perform Homa in accordance with injunctions,
with gingelly seeds, rice grains, barley grains and white mustard
along with ghee and sugar-candy.

62-64. The following sixteen names of the deity should be
uttered in the dative case. Om is prefixed to them and Namah
is added at the end. (For example, here the 1st name is Gana.
It should be uttered and addressed as : Om Ganaya namah).

The names of the god are : Gana, Ganadhipa, Kism-
anda, Tripurantaka, Lambodara, Ekadanta, Rukma-darhstra,
Vighnaha, Brahma, Yama, Varuna, Soma, Siirya, Hutasana,
Gandhamadin and Paramesthin.

With the utterance of each name, one oblation is offered
into the fire. A hundred and eight Homas are performed with
the utterance of ‘Vakra-tunda’ and ‘Varman’ in the dative
case (i.e. Vakra-tundaya and Varmane.

65-66. Thereafter, he performs Homas with Vyahrtis
to the extent of his capacity and then the Parnahuti is perform-
ed. After worshipping the guardians of the quarters, he should
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feed Brahmanas (twenty-four in number) with sweet-meats and
milk-pudding. He should then give a cow along with its calf to
the preceptor, along with monetary gifts.

67-69a. He shall give cash presents to others also, accord-
ing to his capacity (the more the better). After obeisance and
circumambulation (around the Brahmanas), the excellent
Brahmanas should be bidden farewell to. He should, then,
with great delight in his mind, take his food along with his kins-
men. By performing this vrata, a man enjoys excellent worldly
pleasures here, and attains the Liberation called Sayujya
(absorption in the Deity) with Visnu, thanks to the Grace of
Ganesa,

69b-70a. O Narada, some call this by the name Vara-
vrata.l Its rules of procedure and benefit are the same as in the
case of the former.

70b-71. On the Caturthi day in the month of Pausa, the
devotee should pray to Vighnesa with great devotion. He should
feed a single Brahmana with sweet-meats and offer monctary
gifts also. O sage, if this is performed, the Vratin (the performer
of the holy vow) shall become the recepicnt of riches.

72-73a. The holy vow Sainkastavrata? is to be observed
on the fourth day in the dark half of the month of Magha. The
Vratin should decide on observance of fast upto the risc of the
moon, with his mind controlled.

73b-74a. After the rise of the moon, the image of Ganesa,
made of elay, should be placed on the pedestal alongwith his
weapons and the vehicle.

74b-75. It should be worshipped with the sixteen Upa-
caras (modes of service) inaccordance with injunctions. Modaka
and ground gingelly seeds alongwith jaggery shall be offered as
Naivedya. Arghya is offered in a copper vessel mixed with red-

sandal paste.

1. VV. 53-70 describe the Mahdvrata or Vara-Caturthi (in the SK.P.,
vide CC-Vrata, 1. 530-31). The observer gets Sdyujya (identity) with Visnu
by observing this Ganesa Vrata--a Vaisnavite tilt.

2. VV. 72-79 prescribe the Sarkastavrata on the 4th day in
Magha Kr., but it is observed every month on K. 4 in Maharashtra. VR].
(pp. 82-88) calls it Sarkasta-hara Ganapati Vrata (a Ganesa Vrata destroying
extreme calamities) and att:ibutes the illustrative story to Ndrada P.
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76-78. Kus$a grass, Durva grass, flowers, raw rice grains,
Samipatra (leaves of the Sami tree) and curds should be mixed
together and offered to the Moon (with the prayer), ‘O moon,
the ruby in the ocean of the firmament, O Lord of Daksa’s
daughters, O representative of Ganesa, kindly accept the Arghya
offered by me.”” Uttering this he should offer the divine Arghya,
that is destructive of sins to Gane$a. After feeding excellent
Brahmanas in accordance with his capacity, heshould take food
himself with their formal permission.

79. O Brahmana, by performing this auspicious Vrata
called Samkasta, he shall become flourishing with wealth and
foodgrains. He shall never attain difficulty or pain.

80-82. The excellent holy vow Gaurivratalis to be observ-
ed on the fourth day in the bright half of the month of Magha.
On that day, Gauri is to be worshipped alongwith the groups of
Yoginis by men as well as by women in particular. The articles
of worship are the following : Kunda flowers, Kumkuma, red
threads, red flowers, Alaktaka (the juice of red lac), incense,
lights, oblations, ginger with jaggery, milk and milk puddings,
salt and the greens called Palakas.

83. Married women who are not widows and splendid
Brahmanas are to be worshipped for the increase in conjugal
bliss. Gifts must be made. One shall take food alongwith
kinsmen.

84. O Brahmana, this Gaurivrata is conducive to the in-
crease of conjugal blesssedness. This must be performed every
year both by men and women.

85. The same holy rite is called Dhundhivrata by others.
By some it is Qalled as Kundavrata. Others call it Lalitavrata
and still others call it Santivrata.

I. VV.80-86 describe the Gauri alias Dhundhi or Lalita or Santi
Vrata. Though observed on Magha Su. 4, it is essentially a Devi Vrata, not
directly connected with Ganpesa, though the NP. attributes its fruits to the
Grace of Ganesa. In VR]J. (p. 82), it is called Gauri Caturthi Vrata and
VR]. quotes from Brahma P. from CC—Vrata I. 531.
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86. Ablution, charitable gift, japa and homa, O sage,
all these rites performed on this day shall become thousandfold,
thanks to the Grace of Dantin (god Ganesa).

87. On the fourth day in the month of Philguna falls the
auspicious Vrata of Dhundhiraja. Brahmanas are fed with cakes
of ground gingelly-seed flour. The vower should also partake of
it himself.

88. One who is interested in the propitiation of Ganeéa
shall attain Siddhi by offering religious gifts, Homa and Paja
with gingelly seeds alone, thanks to His grace.

89. The image of the elephant-faced deity should be made
of gold. After worshipping assiduously, it must be given to an
excellent Brahmana, for the flourishing increase in all riches.

90. If a Caturthi day coincides with Sunday or Tuesday
in any of the twelve months, O leading Brihmana, it yields
special benefits.

91. In all the Caturthis, whether of the dark half or of
the bright half of the month, Vighnesa (God Gane$a), the
Lord of the Devas should be worshipped by those who are
eagerly engaged in devotion.”

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN

The Exposition of Holy Vratas to be
performed on Paticami days ( fifthdays of Lunar fortnight)

Sanatana said :

1. O Brahmana, I shall recount to you the Vratas to be
performed on Paficamist (fifth days in the halves of
Lunar months). On observing these rites with devotion, one shall
attain all cherished desires.

1. Just as Caturthi Vratas are mainly concerned with god Ganecéa,
Vratas on the 5th days of lunar fortnights are auspicious for the worship of
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2. The Paficami (fifth day) in the bright half of the
month of Caitra is called Matsya jayanti. On this day, the
worship of the incarnation of the Lord as (Divine) Fish is to be
performed with great festivities, by devotees. _

3-4a. This is called Sripaficami! also. On this day, the
worship of Sri is to be performed by the articles of
worship such as scents etc., and the Naivedyas of milk pudding
etc., Laksmi never forsakes a person who worships Laksmi here
(on this day).

4b-5a. Prthvivrata, Candravrata and Hayagrivavrata are
also to be performed by those who wish to attain different
Siddhis, in accordance with the respective injunctions.

5b-6a. On the Paficami day in the month of Vaisakha,
the man shall worship Sesa, endowed with the attributes of
serpents. He shall attain the desired benefit.

6b-7a. The intelligent devottee shall worship the Pitrs
(Manes) on the Paficami day in the month of Jyestha. He shall
have the acquisition of all desired benefits through feeding the
Brahmanas.

7b-11a. O sage, Vayu who is present everywhere is to be
worshipped on the Paficami day in the month of Asadha. He
should go out of the village and climb up to the ridge of a
mountain. To a bamboo pole he should tie a banner of five
colours. It should be succintly high. He should fix the pole in
the middle of the mystic diagram of a lotus. O Narada, at its
root in all the quarters, he should worship the guardians of
the quarters and test the direction of the blow of the wind.
Beginning with the first Yama, (period of three hours), he
shall duly worship the Lord of that quarter in which the
wind blows.

serpents (NP, verse 61 below), though worship of Sages (Rsi-paflcam?) in
VV. 34b-48, and of goddess Lalita (Lalitd Paficani VV. 49-53) is also
given importance in the NP.

1. There arc a number of days (c.g. Margasirsa Su. 5, Magha
Su. 5) on which a Srf Paicami Vrata is prescribed. The Sri Vrata
described in the NP. is mentioned in the Smrti Kaustubha 92. VR]J. is
silent about it. On this day (Caitra Su, 5) Pratas called Prthvi, Candra and
Hayagriva are also observed.
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11b. He shall thus stay there for four Yamas without

taking food.
12. He should then return home in the evening. He

should partake light food. With concentration of mind and
after bowing down to the guardians of the world, he should lie
down on bare yet clean ground and go to sleep.

13. The dream that comecs to him in the fourth Yama
(quarter) on that night shall come true. So says Siva.

14. If anything inauspicious happens in the dream, the
devotee should be engaged in the worship of Siva and observe
fast for all the eight subsequent Yamas (i.e. 24 hours) or for the
day alone (i.e. 12 hours).

15-16a. He should then feed eight Brahmanas. Thereby
he shall attain auspicious benefits. This holy rite is called “Subha-
subha-Nidaréana’? (The test for auspicious and inauspicious
results). It causes blessedness to men in this world as well as
in other world.

16b. The auspicious rite called Anna-samrddhi-da® (the
bestower of plentitude of food) is to be observed on the Paifi-
cami day in the dark half of the month of Sravana.

17-19. O Narada, on the previous Caturthi day when
there is yet some part of the day, the intelligent devotee shall put
all cooked food in different vessels and pour water therein. Then
heshould put it in another vessel after draining off all water. The
next day, after sunrise, he should worship the Pitrs, the sages
and the Devas after due ablution. He should then offer Nai-
vedya to the Devas. With delighted mind, he shall give

cooked food to beggars.

1. VV. 7b-16a describc a peculiar Vrata leading to veridical or
prognosticating dreams or omens by worshipping the wind-god. No
primitive Meteorology should be read in the prescription of setting up a
flag on a hill-top and notice the direction of the wind per three-hour
period and worship the wind-god according to its direction of blowing.

2. VV. 16b-26b deal wtth a Frata giving abundance of food in
every birth and aptly called Anna-samrddhi-Vrata or briefly as Anna. The
NP. prescribes this Saiva Vrata as goddess Annapiirpa is Parvati, the spouse
of Siva. Kane (HD.V. i) does not mention it. It is probably an original
contribution of the NP. to Vratas.
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20. He shall spend the whole of the day in this activity.
At sunset he shall go to Siva’s temple and worship the Lord
I$vara in the form of Linga.

21. After duly worshipping Mahesvara with scents, frag-
rant flowers, etc he shall repeat the five-syllabled Mantra (Om
Siviya Namah) a hundred or thousand times.

22-23a. After dedicating the benefit of Japa to Lord
Siva, the embodiment of the universe, he should eulogise
the Lord with all Vedic and Pauranic hymns. Without agi-
tation or perturbation, he should pray to Lord I$ana for the
sake of perpetual acquisition of cooked food.

23b-24a. ‘“In all my births may I be richly blessed with
all those foodgrains whether harvested during the autumn or
during the spring.”

24b-26. After praying thus to the Lord of the Devas, he
should come back to his own house. He should give cooked food
to the Brahmanas and eat it himself silently. O Brahmana, this
Annavrata (Holy rite of cooked food), if observed duly by
men, is conducive to the production of all food and wealth in
this world, and yields salvation in the other world.

27-29. This rite (in propitiation of serpents) is perform-
ed on the fifth day in the bright half of the month of Srivana,
by men firm in their belief in the Vedas. On either
side of the door-way, figures of poisonous serpents should be
drawn in cowdung. He should worship them with scents, etc.
Thereafter he should worship Indrani with gold, silver, etc,
curds, raw rice-grains, water from Kusa grass, scents, fragrant
flowers, incense, lights and hoards of Naivedyas. After circum-
ambulating and bowing down, he should pray with great devo-
tion. He should give the articles of worship to leading
Brahmanas.

30. “In all my births, may these gold, silver, etc. that
have been given to Brahmanas be productive of endless benefit.”

31. O Narada, he who gifts away along with this utter-
ance, the articles with great devotion, will delight Kubera, the
presiding deity of wealth, who bestows affluence like gold,
upon his devotees.

32. After observing the holy rite, the man should feed
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Brahmanas with devotion. Thereafter, he should partake of
his food surrounded by his wife, children and friends.

33-34a. The devotee should propitiate serpents with
milk on the fifth day in the dark half of the month of Bhadra-
pada, (thereby) the entire family upto the seventh generation
shall be free from the fear of serpents.

34b. One should worship the excellent sages! on the fifth
day in the bright half of the month of Bhadrapada.

35.37a. In the morning, he should take his bath in the
river etc. and perform Nitya rites, Sandhya prayers etc. He
should then return home and make a platform with clay. He
should smear and clean it with cowdung and decorate it with
flowers. O Brahmana, he should then strew Kusa grass thereon
and worship the seven sages, by means of scents, different
flowers, incense and splendid lights.

37b-39. The sages are Kasyaja, Atri, Bharadvaja, Vi$-
vamitra, Gautama, Jamadagni and Vasistha. Arghya should
be duly offered to these. The intelligent devotee should cook

1. This is the well-known Rsi-paficami Vrata. The NP. records an
carly stage when this Vrata was performed both by men and women. Later
on it came to be regarded as efficacious in warding off sin in ‘polluting’
things with their touch by women in their menses, as monthly course or
menstruation came to be regarded as part of the sin of Brahmaga-slaughter
(Brahmahatyd) committed by Indra in killing Vrtra. Naturally women
(especially in Maharashtra) begin to perform it after attaining puberty.
VR]J. (pp. 91-96) records a story from the Bhavisyottara P. how the sin of
Brahmana-slaughter perpetrated by Indra (in killing Vytra) came to be
equally distributed in Fire, rivers, mountains and women (viz. the
menstruation of women) to expiate which women should observe this
Vrata.

VRJ-also quotes CC-Frata 1. 568-572 which records the account of
this Vrata according to the Brahmduda P. There are some differences in the
details of the worship as given in the NP. and other works (for example
non-inclusion of Arundhati in seven sages in the NP.), prescription of this
Vrata even to men. Vratdrka and VR]. specifically assert that this Vrata is to
be observed by women only to ward off the sin of ‘polluting’ things by
their touch during their monthly course,

The prescription to cat food that isnaturally grown without ploughing
the field in this Vrata shows that it belongs to the period of food-gathering
economy. This explains why men and women were cligible for this Prata in
the older stage.
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Syamaka and other grains that have not been cultivated, as
Naivedya. After the food offerings, he should ritualistically
bid farewell to them and cat the same cooked grains himself,

40-41. In this manner, he should perform this holy rite
every year, for seven years. At the conclusionof the \;rata, he
should choose seven Vedic scholars as his Aciryas (preceptors).
He should make seven images in gold, according to his capacity.
They must have matted hair, rosary and water pot.

42. These images should be placed in copper vessels or
clay pots and the rite of ablution is performed severally with

Paficamrta.

43-44. With sixteen types of services and articles of
worship, they are worshipped with devotion. Arghya is offered
then, and the homa is performed with gingelly seeds, grains, or
barley grains etc. The Rk. ‘Sahastoma’ (RV X.130.7) should be
used while performing homa or the names of the sages shall
themselves be the Mantras. Or with other holy mantras also
the homa can be performed. Then the Parnahuti is

offered.

45-46. He should then give seven cows as gifts, fullybedeck-
ed in ornaments and clothes. He should worship his preceptor
also with clothes, ornaments, etc. With the permission of the
preceptor, he should thereafter dedicate the images unto the
Brahmanas. After feeding them with devotion, he should bow
down to them and bid them farewell.

47. Thereafter, the food left over by the Brihmanas con-
sisting of articles of six different tastes should be taken by him

along with kinsmen.

48. After performing this holy rite with its ancillaries he
shall enjoy all desired worldly pleasures, thanks to the grace of
seven sages. He shall go hence in an excellent aerial car.

49-52. On the fifth day in the bright half of the month
of Asvina, the holy rite of Upanga-Lalita-Vrata! is to be observed.

1. VV. 49.52 briefly describe Updnga-Lalita-Vrata popularly known
in Maharashtra as Lalitd Paficamf. The detailed procedure of this Vrata as
obgerved in the Deccan is given in VRJ. (pp. 97-103) and the story about
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O Narada, the image of the goddess should be made in gold in
accordance with one’s ability. The devotee should worship her
in accordance with the injunctions, with all the sixteen types
of services. In order to make the Vrata perfect and complete,
cooked rice alongwith fruits, ghee and monetary gifts should be
given to an excellent Brahmana— ‘“The boon-granting deity
accompanied by Sakti has been worshipped by me alongwith
her vehicle. O Mother, you may be pleased to go to your own
abode after blessing me” (The foregoing is the final prayer).

53. O excellent Brahmana, the holy rite of the excellent
Jaya vrata is to be observed on the fifth day in the bright half
of the month of Karttika with good faith, for the destruction of
sins.

54-55. O Brahmana, the devotee should, with great con-
centration, worship Jaya according to injunction. Clean
(in body and mind) and bedecked in ornaments, he should wor-
ship her with sixteen types of services. He should feed a single
Brahmana and give him monetary gifts. Then he should bid
farewell to him and himself partake of his food silently.

56. Ifany one takes his holy dip on the day of Jaya, with
great devotion, all his sins perish like dear attacked by a lion.

57. O Brahmana, the fruit that has been glorified as the
result of the Avabhrtha (concluding) bath in a horse sacrifice,
is attained by bath on the day of Jaya.

58. One devoid of sons gets a son, a barren woman
becomes pregnant, a sick man is freed from ailments and a
prisoner is released from bondage.

59. By worshipping serpents duly on the fifth day in the
bright half of the month of Margas$irsa one attains fearlessness
from serpents and rejoices alongwith the kinsmen.

60. In the month of Pausa too, on the fifth day in the
bright half, one attains all cherished desires by worshipping
Madhusiidana. No doubt need be entertained in this matter.

its importance is quoted from the SK. P. It is probably a later
development.
For Lalitd-Sasthi Vrata vide infra Ch. 115.8-29,
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61. O Narada, the worship of the Pitrs and the serpents
on the fifth day in the bright or dark half of any month is

recommended in every respect.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN

The Exposition of the holy vows to be
observed on Sasthi (sixth) days
(in lunar fortnights)

Sandtana said :

I. O Brahmana, listen. I shall recount to you the holy
rites to be observed on Sasthi days! (sixth day in the lunar
fortnight). On observing them perfectly, one shall obtain all
cherished desires.

2-3a. On the sixth day in the bright half of the month
of Caitra, the excellent holy rite of Kumara Vrata isto be
observed. By worshipping the six-faced Lord on that day in
accordance with the different injunctions of worship, one shall
attain a son who is endowed with all good qualities and who
will live for a long time.

3b-4a. On the sixth day, in the bright half of the month
of Vaisikha, the devotee should worship Karttika (Skanda). By
doing so, one attains motherly affection and happiness. No
doubt need be entertained in this respect.

4b-5a. By duly worshipping Divakara (the Sun) on the
sixth day in the bright half of the month of Jyestha, one attains
all desired benefits, thanks to his Grace. There is no doubt about

this.

1. It is noteworthy that most of the sixth days in lunar fortnights
are sacred to god Skanda and most of the Vratas have Skanda as the presiding
deity, the main exception being Lalita Sasthi and Kapild Sasthi.
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5b-6. The excellent holy rite of Skanda is to be observed
on the sixth day in the bright half of the month of Asadha. The
devotee should observe fast and then worship the beloved son
of Siva and Uma. He attains all cherished desires and the
continuation of the line of sons and grandsons.

7-8a. On the sixth day in the bright half of the month
of Sravana, the devotee, endowed with great devotion, should
worship  Sarajanman  (i. e. Kairttikeya) with the sixteen
Upacaras (types of services). Thanks to the grace of the six-
faced Lord, he attains all desired objects.

8b-10. The holy vow that has to be observed on the
sixth day in the month of Bhidrapada, the Lalita Vrata! is being
recounted. A woman devotee should take morning bath duly
on that day. She should wear white cloth and white garlands.
She should take the sand from the confluence ofa river, in a
bamboo basket. She should then make five lumps of the sandy
soil and meditate on goddess Lalita, the sportive lady of the
forest.

11-12. She should then take one hundred and eight flowers
of each of lotus, Karavira Nepali, Jasmine, blue lotus, Ketaki
and Tagara and twentyeight unbroken buds. With these
she should worship the goddess.

13-15. Sitting in front of the goddess, the beloved wife
of Siva, she should pray as follows : “By taking bath in Kana-
khala, on the mountain Nilaparvata, in the Ku$avarta, in the
Gangadvara and in the Bilvaka you obtained Hara as husband. O
blessed goddess Lalita, the bestower of happiness and conjugal
blessedness, grant unto me endless blessedness. Obeisance, unto
you again and again.” Uttering this Mantra, she should worship
the goddess with splendid Campaka flowers duly. She should
then place the Naivedya in front of the goddess.

16-20. The Naivedya should consist of Trapusa (a kind
of fruit) Kismanda (gourd), coconut, excellent pomegranates,
Tundira, Karavella(the gourd Momordica charantia), Cirbhata

1. VV. 8b-29a describe the Lalité Sasthi Vrata. VR]. (pp. 103-104)
quotes Bhavisyoitara P. from CC. Vrata 1. G17-620). It is popular in
Gujarat according to VR]J.



1458 Narada Purdpa

(a sort of cucumber) and other seasonal fruits taken fresh. The
surroundings of the image of the goddess should be beautified
with rows of excellent lights and germinating food grains. There
should be incense of Sarganaka (?) alongwith Sauhilakha and
Karaiijjaka (?). Gudapuspa (Bassia latifilia) should be placed
as ornament of the cars. According to one’s affluence, sweet-
meats of large and small varieties of various kinds should be
used as Naivedya. After worship, she should celebrate the
festival of keeping awake with songs and instrumental music,
as well as dances and other scenic items of various types. The
chaste lady should spend the whole of that night with her
female friends.

21-26a. The woman devotee shall not close her eyes
throughout the four Yamas (yama—3 hours) (of the night).
By closing her eyes, she will become sinful, barren and unhappy.
After keeping awake thus, she should take (everything) toa
river on the Saptami day (i. e. seventh day) to the accompani-
ment of songs and instrumental music. O excellent Brahmana,
she should give that Naivedya etc. to a leading Brahmana.
After taking her bath, she should return home and get the Homa
performed in the fire. The Devas, Pitrs and human beings
(i. e. guests) shall be worshipped. She should worship and feed
married women, virgins and fifteen Brihmanas with various
kinds of foodstuffs and edibles. She should give them various
charitable gifts as well. Saying “May Lalita be pleased with
me”’, she should bid farewell to them.

26b-29a. Listen to the merit of this Vrata that bestows
conjugal blessedness whether performed by a man or a woman.
O Narada, of what avail is much talk ? That benefit which one
desires by means of holy rites, austerities, charitable gifts and
observances is attained by this holy rite. After death, the
devotee attains the eternal Sivaloka and rejoices along with
goddess Lalita like her companion in the world of Siva for a
long time.

29b-30. The sixth day in the bright half of the month of
Bhadrapada is called Candana Sasthi. By worshipping the
goddess on that day, the devotee attains the same world as
that of the deity. If the Sasthi coincides with the constellation
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Rohini, the astronomical division called ‘Vyatipata’ and
Tuesday it is called Kapilasasthi.!

31. The observer of the Vrata devoted to the observance,
should worship the Sun on that day. Thanks to the grace of
Sun-God, he attains cherished desires.

32. O excellent celestial sage, the charitable gift of
cooked food, Japa, Homa, the rites of Tarpana to the Pitrs,
Devas and sages, when performed on this day, all these

should be known as everlasting.
33. After worshipping a tawny coloured cow with clothes,

garlands and unguents, it shall be given to a Vedic Scholar for
propitiating the sun.

34. On the sixth day in the bright half of the month of
Asvina, O Brahmana, goddess Katyayani should be worshipped
with scents and other auspicious articles and also with various

kinds of Naivedya.
35-36a The devotee should then crave forgiveness from

the goddess of the Devas, bow to her, and bid farewell to her.

l. One wonders why such a rare and important occasion like
Kapila-Sasthi which comes but once in 60 years, is so casually treated here.
“The bright half of Bhadrapada” given in the NP. is by amédnia reckoning
Bhadrapada Krspa. The occurrence of Rohini Constellation in combination
with other five factors (Tuesday, Vyatipita yoga ctc) is possible in amdnia
reckoning. Hemaidri states the following combination as Kapild Sasthi
Bhidrapada Kr. 6th day, Tuesday, Vyatipata Yoga and Rohini Naksatra.
VR]J. confirms these by quoting from another source. But the Karavira
Mahitmya a Sthala Purina of Kolhapur (regarded as a part of the Pd. P.)
allows even Sunday as an alternate to Tuesday for Kapild Sasthi. 1T states:

sasthi bhadre ca krsnd garaja-krts yutd rohipi-pdtayukid

vdre Bhanau ca Bhaume’ pyatha ca mrga-sire deva-p djyetha samsthe

The commentator-Dajibad Joshi Rao-quotes from Purdpasamuccaya:

bhadra masyasite pakse bhdnau caiva kare sthite

pate kuje ca rauhinydm sd sasthi kapild bhavet

The Com. concludes: *“As the text (Karavira Mahdimya) states that
this (Kapila) Sasthi can fall either on Sunday or Tucsday, even Sunday is
important. (atre mile bhdnu-bhaumavdrayoh Rathandd  bhdnw-vdra-yogo'pi
makdpal.)

As this Vrats is for the propitiation of the Sun-god, Sunday might
have been allowed for Kapild-sasthi in the Karavira Mahdtmya. 1 could not
trace it to any other authority. The gift of a tawny cow, being an integral
part of this Prata, it probably came to be known asKapila Sasthi.
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On this day, either the image made of Sandy soil or the chaste
wife of a Brahmana should be joyfully worshipped by means of
clothes and auspicious ornaments, for the satisfaction of
Katyayani.

36b-37a. No doubt need be entertained in this respect
that, thanks to the grace of Katyayini,* a virgin shall attain
the desired bridegroom and a woman the desired son.

37b-39. The highly blessed army of the Devas was
entrusted (dedicated) to him (Skanda) by the Devas and hence
acquired by the nobleminded six-faced Lord on the sixth day in
the bright half of the month of Karttika. Hence, on that day,
the devotee should worship the army of the Devas consisting of
excellent Devas as well as the six-faced Lord with all charming

Upaciras. O excellent Brihmana, he shall achieve Siddh?
mentally desired by him.

40. The worship of the fire-god is also prescribed for
this day. The devotee should carry it out perfectly alongwith
the worship of fire, and Homas, with different kinds of articles
of worship.

41-42. The Asura Taraka was killed on the sixth day in
the bright half of the month of Margasirsa. The Satkrti (honour
and greetings) offered by Brahma and other gods were received
by Skanda. Hence on this day, the devotee should worship
Skanda with scents, fragrant flowers, raw rice grains, fruits,
clothes, ornaments and diverse kinds of Naivedya.

43. If the Sasthi coincides with Sunday or the constell-
ation Satabhisak or Satatira, O excellent sage, it is called
Campasasthi.l

*The NP uses both forms—Kityiayani : Katyayini

1. This delimitation of the term Campd $asthi is supported by
Hemadri (CC-Vrata 1. 590-596 wherein he quotes the SK.P.) and by
Smrti Kaustubha 221-222. VRJ. (p. 108) requires Vaidhrti Yoga, Tuesday and
.Visakha Naksatra on this day to call it Campd Sasthi. But this combination
is so rare that it occurs once in 30 years or so. It isstrongly recommended
that god Maheévara should be seen on this day. But in Maharashtra,
Mirgadirsa Su. Sasthi is called Campd Sasthi irrespective of the day or
Yoga.
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44. On that day, Lord Visve§vara, the destroyer of sins,
should be seen, worshipped, known and remembered by one
who wishes for happiness.

45a. Holy dip, charitable gift etc., performed on this
day are proclaimed to be everlasting.

45b-47. O Briahmana, it was on the sixth day in the
bright half of the month of Pausa that Dinapati (the Sun)
manifested himself in the form of eternal Visnu, the protector
of the Universe. Hence, on this day, he is to be worshipped
with scents and other articles of worship, Naivedyas, clothes
and ornaments by those who desire for all kinds of happiness.

48-50a. The sixth day in the bright half of the month
of Magha is called Varuna! Sasthi. On that day, one should
worship god Varuna who has the eternal form of Vispu, with
scents, red silken garments, flowers, Naivedyas, incense and
lights. By worshipping thus in accordance with the injunctions,
the man obtains whatever he desires. After attaining all the
fruits he rejoices, thanks to his grace.

50b-51. On the sixth day in the bright half of the month
of Phalguna, O Briahmana, the devotee should make an image
of Lord Pasupati duly in clay and worship it with Upacaras
(sixteen articles and modes). He should bathe the image
with water or Paficamrta while uttering Satarudra mantra.

52-53. While unguents shall be smeared over the image,
the deity should be worshipped with raw rice-grains, white
flowers and fruits. Different kinds of Naivedya should be
offered. Nirajana (waving of lights) is duly performed.
After bowing to and craving forgiveness of the Lord, he
should be ritualistically sent to Kailasa.

54. O sage, whether he is a man or a woman, whoever
performs the worship of Siva thus, enjoys all worldly pleasures
here and in the end attains the goal of Siva

1. This scems to be a contribution of the NP. as Kane does not
mention it in HD.V. i.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN

The Exposition of the rites to be observed
on the Saptami (Seventh) day.

Sandtana said :

1. O Narada, listen. I shall recount to you the holy
rites to be observed on the Saptami! days (seventh day of a
lunar fortnight). On observing them with devotion, the man
attains Sayujya (entire identity) with the Sun-god.

2-7. One shall take external (i. e. outside the village
or town in a river or well) bath on the Saptami (seventh) day
in the bright half of the month of Caitra. He should draw the
mystic diagram of the eight-petalled lotus on an altar on the
dry ground smeared with cowdung and strewn with white sand.
Vibhavasu (the sun-god must be placed in the pericarp. The
two devas Krta, Dhatuka (?) should be placed in the eastern
petal; the Gandharvas, Krta, Karaka should be placed in the
South-east petal; two Raksasas shall be placed in the Southern
petal. O excellent sage, the two Akrtas (?) shall be placed in
the South-west petal, the two great serpents, the sons of Kadri,
should be placed (as if they are) in motion in the Western
petal, two Yatudhanas should be placed in the north-west petal,
two sages shall be placed in the northern petal; O excellent
Brahmana, the devotee should fix one planet in the north-
cast petal. Their worship is to be performed by means of scents,
garlands, unguents, lights, incense, Naivedyas, petel leaves,
areca nuts and other things.

8-9. After worshipping them thus, the devotee should
perform Homa with ghee. He should give one hundred and
eight oblations to the sun-god and offer as oblations eight
Ahutis for each of the others, in due order, uttering their names
as mantras. Thereafter, he should perform Pirnihuti on the

. Just as the 4th day of a lunar fortnight was sacred to god Ganesa
or the 6th day to god Skanda, the 7th day in a lunar fortnight has the sun
as the special presiding deity. Hence the observance of Sapiamf Vratas are
said to lead to sdyujyatd (identity) with the sun-god. Hence in V.72 below,
people are exhorted to propitiate the sun-god on all Saptami days.
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altar. O Brahmana, in accordance with one's capacity,
monctary gifts should be given to Brahmanas.

10. After carrying out all these injunctions, the devotee
shall attain all happiness. At the time of death, he pene-
trates his way through the disc of the Sun and goes to the
greatest region.

11. It was on theseventh day in the bright half of the
month of Vaisakha that Jahnavi (the Ganga) was angrily drunk
up by Jahnu himself and subsequently let off through the
right ear.

12. On that day, the devotee should worship Jahnavi
after taking bath in the pure water, early in the morning. He
should worship with scents, fragrant flowers, unbroken rice
grains and other things, with all requisitc upacaras (articles of
worship), etc.

13. Then, a thousand pots are to be given (as gifts) in
the course of this Gangavrata. If devotedly performed, this
Vrata! is competent to take seven generations in his family to
heaven.

14-18a. The holy rite of Kamalavrata?is also recom-
mended on this day.? Its procedure is being proclaimed. An
auspicious lotus is made out of gold of the weight of a gingelly
seed. It is then covered with two clothes. The devotee should
then worship it with scents, incense and other things, and pray
as follows : ‘“Hail to you the lotus-handed god; obeisance to
you the supporter of the universe. O Divakara, (Sun-god)
salutations to you. O Prabhikara (Sun-god), homage to

I. Although the N.P. does not disclose the name of this Vrata, it
is called Gangd saptami (VR]J, p- 110; Smrti Kaustubha 112 where it quotes
Br. P.). This is celebrated as Jahnu drank up the river Ganga and on prayer
from King Bhagiratha, let it low through his right car (VR. I. 35-38)

2. Although NP. prescribes this Solar Frata on Vaisikha Su.
Saptami, the Mte. P. 78. 1-11 and Pd. P. V. 21. 281-290 & following them
Hemaidri on Vrata I. 640-41 prescribe them on Caitra Su. Saptami.

3. Mt P.77. 1-17 describe a Kamala Vrata to be performed on this
(Vaisakha Su. 7 and not Caitra Su 7 as Kane states in HDV.i. 422-23),
but the procedure and details are different. Hemadri (CC-Vrata 1. 642-43)
quotes from Pd. P-V. 21. 263-279.
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you.” After praying thus to the Lord of the Devas, he should
offer that lotus alongwith the water pot and a Kapila (tawny
coloured) cow to a Brahmana, after sunset. He should observe
fast throughout that day and take food only on the pext day.
By feeding the Brahmanpas with devotion, he shall attain the
entire benefit of the Vrata.

18b-21a. The holy rite Nimbavrata is also to be per-
formed on this day. Listen to its injunction even as I recount
it. O excellent Brahmana, the worship of the sun is to be per-
formed with the leaves of Nimba (Margosa), uttering
the Mantra ‘Khakholkiya® (TA 10.59. 1, TAA 10. 66) etc.
beginning with the Pranava; O Narada, he should then eat the
leaves of Nimba silently and lie down on the bare ground.
After feeding the Brahmanas the next day, he should himself
take food alongwith his kinsmen. This Nimbapatravrata bestows
all happiness on those who observe it.

21b-26a. The holy rite of Sarkarasaptami is also to be
observed on this day. Listen to its procedure also from me.
While the sun was drinking nectar by means of his hand,
drops of Amrta (nectar) fell on the ground, and they grew
into the plants of Sali rice, Mudga (greengram), Yava (barley)
and Iksu (Sugarcane). Sarkara (sugar) is therefore the essence
of sugarcane and nectar-like and so is liked by the sun. It is
holy and used in Havya and Kavya. Sarkara Saptami yields
the same benefit as the horse-sacrifice. It pacifies all miseries.
It increases the line of sons and daughters. On this day sugar
must be given as gift and taken alongwith food. This holy rite
must be assiduously performed, as it is liked by the Sun-god.
He who observes this with great devotion, shall attain the

goal of the good (i.e. Heaven).

26b-27. Indra himself was born as the sun on
the seventh day in the bright half of the month of Jyestha. He
should be worshipped according to the injunction. The devotee
observes fast and subdues his sense-organs. O Brahmana, thanks
to the grace of Devendra, he attains heaven.

28-29a. On the seventh day in the bright half of
the month of Asidha, the sun god became Vivasvan
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(the refulgent Sun). The devotee worships him separately with
scents and fragrant flowers. O leading Brahmana, he (the
observer of this Vrata) attains identity with the Sun.

29b-30. 'The auspicious holy rite called Avyangavrata® is
to be observed on the seventh day in the bright half of the
month of Srivana. At the end of the Pija of Gopati (sun)
in order to propitiate him, he must give a cotton cloth four and
a half Hastas long. This Vrata is very auspicious.

31. If this Saptami coincides with the Hasta constellation
it will be destructive of sins. Charitable gifts, Japa, Homa,—
everything performed on this day shall attain everlasting status.

32-33. The holy rite of Amuktabharana is to be observed
on the seventh day in the bright half of the month of Bhadra-
pada. The worship of Mahesa accompanied by Uma is glorified
on this day. He is worshipped alongwith Ganga and others with
the sixteen Upacaras.” After the prayer and (paying) obei-
sance, he should ritualistically bid farewell to the deity, for the
flourishing increase of all desires.

34.39. The holy rite of Phalasaptami® is also to be
observed on this day. Its procedure is being described: The
seven fruits are—a coconut, a brinjal, an orange, a pomegra-
nate, a white gourd, Brhati and areca nut. These are placed in
front of Mahesa. A thread in which seven threads are turned
and seven knots are made is also placed in front of Mahesa, O
excellent Brihmana, after worshipping the Lord with great
devotion, the woman-devotee shall wear the thrcad round her
left hand and the man-devotee round his right hand.

1. As Kane notes (HD. V.i., pp. 264), this form of sun-worship
was imported from Iran (from Magas or $akadvipiya Briahmanas) or
borrowed from Parsis. Sk. Avyaiga here is hyper-Sanskritisation of Avestan
Aivyaiighana ‘a girdle’. ‘divyanga’ is a hollow strip made of finc white
cotton thread, resembling a serpent’s slough, 122 fingers in length.
The Brahmanisation of this Vrata becomes complete by Japa, Homa and
Daksinas.

2. This is a special variety of Phala-Saptami. For other varicties vide
HD. V.i, pp. 353-354. According to Pd. P. V. 21. 249-262 (quoted by
Hemadri also) the Sungod, and not Mahadeva, is the chief deity as in

the NP.



1466 Ndrada Purina

This shall be worn till the end of a year. He should feed
seven Brahmanas with milk puddings and bid farewell to them.
The intelligent devotee shall partake of it himself. In order to
make Vrata perfect and complete, those fruits are given to
seven Brahmanas. O Brihmana, the observer of th® Vrata con-
tinues it for seven years with due observances of fast. Such
an observer of this Vrata attains identity with Mahideva.

40-45a. The holy rite Subhasaptamilis to be observed
on the seventh day in the bright half of the month of Agvina.
On that day, the devotee should begin the holy rite by taking
his bath and worshipping the deity. He should make excellent
Brahmanas read the holy books. He should then worship a
Kapila cow and pray thus—“O gentle one, I am gifting you
away. May Aryama, the sun himself be pleased. Protect you,
the entire Universe, since you are born of Dharma.” After
praying thus, he gives the cow to a Vedic Scholar, alongwith
the monetary gift. O Brahmana, after, bowing down to him, he
himself should set the cow free. He should take in only
Paficagavya. Thus, the Vrata is concluded. On the next day
he should feed Brahmanas. He should partake of that food that
is left over by them. O Brahmana, this Vrata that is
performed thus, is well praised. A person endowed with faith
shall attain worldly pleasures and salvation, thanks to the grace
of the Lord of the Devas.

45b-47. The holy rite called Sika Saptami? is to be
observed on the seventh day in the bright half of the month
of Karttika. On that day, the devotee should give seven different
vegetables to seven Brahmanas alongwith gold lotuses. He
himself shall take in only vegetable food. On the next day, he
should feed the Brahmanas and give them monetary gifts as
well. After bidding farcwell to them, he himself should partake
of the food silently alongwith his kinsmen.

48-51. The holy rite of Mitravrata is to be observed on
the seventh day in the bright half of the month of Margaf§irsa.

1. Cf. Mt. P. 79. 1-14.
2. This is a different varicty of Saka Vrata. For others vide

HD. V, 1. P. 423.
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The sun was born of Aditi and Kadyapa and was named Mitra
and Visnu made him his right eye. Hence on this day, O
Brahmana, the devotee shall worship him duly and feed seven
Brihmanas with sweets and other things. He should then bid
farewell to them and take food himself. After duly performing
this, the devotee shall certainly attain the world of the Sun. A
Brihmana devotee attains Brahma’s world and a Siidra devotee
takes his rebirth in a good family.

52-54. The holy rite called Abhaya Saptami is to be
observed on the seventh day in the bright half of the month of
Pausa. The devotee observes fast and performs the holy rite
standing on the bare ground (dhara-sthitah). He worships
the sun during the three Sandhyas (dawn, noon and
dusk), then gifts to a Brahmana a Prastha-measure of sweet
meats alongwith cooked rice soaked in milk. Thereafter, he
feeds seven other Brahmanas and gives Daksina to all the eight,
which may be in the form of a piece of land or gold. He
then bids farewell to them and takes food himself. This is the
holy rite called Abhaya. It bestows fearlessness (or Liberation
from Sarsara) on all.

55. Other Brahmanas call this by the name of Martanda
Vrata. But learned men say that both are the same, the deity
being one and the same.

56-60a. The holy Vrata called Sarvapti! (Saptami) is to
be observed on the seventh day in the dark half of the month
of Magha. The devotee observes fast during the day and wor-
ships the disc of the Sun made of gold, with scents, fragrant
flowers, etc. and keeps awake at night. The next day he should
feed seven Brahmanas with milk-puddings and give them coco-
nuts as Daksina. To the preceptor, he gives the gold replica of
the Sun’s disc alongwith other Daksinas. He should pray to him
earnestly and bid farewell to him. Thereafter, he takes food
himself. This is called the holy rite of Sarvaptida. It yields all
cherished desires. Thanks to the power of this Vrata, dualism
(Dvaitarh) is achieved in every respect (? desires are fulfilled).

1. This is a special variety of this Vrata in the NP. For another
variety vide HD. V. i. p. 444.
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60b-62a. The holy rite of Acalavrata is performed on the
seventh day in the bright half of the month of Magha. This is
also called Trilocana Jayanti (Birth anniversary of the three-
eyed Lord). It is remembered as the destroyer of all sins.

62b-64. It is also Ratha Saptami! that grants zcvcn)
emperorship. The devotee should worship the image of Sun
made of gold. The image is placed in a chariot yoked to
golden horses. Alongwith elephants, he shall give this (as gift
to a deserving person). He who performs this Vrata devoutly
Joyfully enjoys all the pleasures in this world and goes to the
region of god Siva. This Saptami is Bhaskari Saptami and is
comparable to a crore of shining planets. On this day, it is laid
down that one shall take one’s bath at the time of Arunodaya
(day-break ). He shall place on his head seven leaves each of
Arka and Badari and take his bath for absolving the sins of
seven births.

65-68. Lord Sun has himself prescribed a Putraprada?
Vrata (holy rite that grants sons) on this day. “I shall be born
with a part of mine as the son of the person who duly worships
me on the seventh day in the bright half of the month of Magha.
I will be very much delighted.”” Hence, the devotee should
conquer his sense-organs and observe fast for aday and a night.
On the next day, he should perform Homa and feed the
Brahmanas with cooked rice mixed with curds or milk and
puddings.He who performs the holy rite of Putra Saptami accord-
ing to these injunctions, shall get a good son who will be free
from ailments and will live for a long time.

69-70. One should perform the rite of Arkaputa on the
seventh day in the bright half of the month of Tapasya ( Phal-
guna). He should worship the sun with the leaves of the Arka
(the sun) plant. He shall eat the leaves of the Arka plant. He

1. This is an important Vrata in the Deccan. VRj. pp. 115-116
gives a different Prata in detail and quotes Bhavisyottara P. story how Krsna’s
son was restored to health thereby, vide HD. V. i. pp. 388-389,

2. Kane records a number of Vratas to be observed on different
days in different months, all granting a son as their fruit (vide HD. V. i.
pp- 343-345) but this one in the NP is different from the Putra-Saptami Vrata
in HD. V. i, 345.



IV.116.71—117.3 1469

shall repeat the names of the sun continuously. Thus is the holy
rite called Arkaputavrata. It bestows sons and wealth. It
destroys all sins.

71. O Brahmana, some call this holy rite Trivargada-
Vrata (a Vrata that bestows Dharma, Artha and Kiama the three
aims of life), others call it Yajfiavrata on account of the rite of
Homa duly performed in it.! O excellent Brahmana, it is said
that the sun is to be propitiated in all the Saptamis in all the
months. It shall enable one to realise all desires.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEEN

The review of the Viatas lo be observed on Astami (eighth days
of Lunar fortnights)

Sandtana said :

1. Bhavani’s birth is reported to have taken place on the
eighth day in the bright half of the month of Caitra. The great
festival of Yatra (procession) must be performed by making a
hundred circumambulations.

2. The vision of the mother of the Universe is the
bestower of all joysand pleasures on men. On this very same day
the holy rite of Asoka-Kalika-Prasana(drinking of water mixed
with the tender sprouts of the Asdoka tree) also has to be
observed.

3. Those who drink (water mixed with) eight buds of
the ASoka tree on the eighth day in the bright half of

1. With exception of Vratas like Krspa-janmdstami, majority of the
Agstami Vratas are for the propitiation of some female deity—be it Jagadamba
(Parvati), Mahilaksmi or Renpukd, The Bhavini Yatra is given in the
Kisi Khanda of the SK.P.—V]r., P. 118.
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the month of Caitra, when the constellation of Punarvasu
coincides with it, never experience any sorrow.!

4a. This is also called Mahastami since the worship of
goddess is ordained. .

4b-7a. On the eighth day in the bright half of the month
of Vaiéakha, the devotee observes fast. He takes his bath (in
cool) water and performs the rite of ablution to the goddess
Aparajita by means of the water from Marmsi (Indian Spike-
nard) and Balaka (a fragrant root of the Plant Andropogom
Muricatus. After worshipping with scents etc., Naivedya com-
prising of sugar is offered. Before performing breakfast on the
following Navami day, he should feed some virgins. O
Brihmana, thanks to the grace of the goddess, he will move
about in the worlds (above) in a refulgent aerial chariot, him-
self brilliant like the sun.2

7b-9a. By worshipping the three-eyed Lord on the eighth
day in the dark half of the month of Jyestha, the devotee shall
remain in the SivaLoka. He will be bowed to by all the Devas.
The man who worships the goddess on the eighth day in the
bright half of the month of Jyestha moves about in an aerial
chariot alongwith the groups of Gandharvas and Apsaras.

9b-12. On the eighth day in the bright half of the month
of Asadha, the devotee takes his bath in water, mixed with
turmeric powder. With the same water, he shall perform
the rite of ablution of the goddess in accordance with the
injunctions. After bathing the deity in pure water, subsequently,
he should smear the deity with camphor and sandal paste.
After offering Naivedya consisting of sugar, water for Acamana
rite should be offered. He should then feed Brahmanas and
give them suitable gold and monetary gifts. After bidding them
farewell, he should take food himself silently. By performing
this holy rite, the man shall attain to the world of

the goddess.

1. The NP has omitted the mantra at the time of worshipping Asoka
as the worship of the Afoka tree is deleted. But this verse (and the mantra
tvam aloka hardbhista) are given in the GP, I. 133. 1-2, and in the LP

quoted in Hemédri's Vrata 1. 862-63.
2. This Vrata is not recorded in the VRJ and in Kane (HD. V. i).
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13-14* On the eighth day in the bright half of the month
of Sravana, the devotee should worship the goddess in accor-
dance with the religious injunctions. After bathing the idol
in milk, he should offer sweet cooked rice as Naivedya. He
should feed Brahmanas on the next day, take food himself and
conclude the holy rite. This holy rite increases the progeny.

15. The holy rite called Dasaphala vrata! is on the
eighth day in the dark half of the month of Sravana. The
devotee decides on fasting, takes his bath and performs the
Nitya (usual, prescribed) rites.

16-17. With ten leaves of black-coloured Tulasi, he
worships uttering (in the dative case) these ten names of the
Lord—Krsna (i.e. Krsnaya namah) Visnu, Ananta, Govinda,
Garudadhvaja, Dimodara, Hrsikesa, Padmanabha, Hari and
Prabhu. One should always worship Lord Krsna by means of
these names.

18. He should then circumambulate the deity and pros-
trate himself before it. Thus he should perform the most
excellent of all the Vratas for ten days.

19. In the beginning, in the middle and in the end, he
should perform homa in accordance with the injunctions.
Uttering the Mantra of (the names of) Krsna, he should
perform hundred and eight Homas with Caru (cooked rice
soaked in ghee).

20-21. At the end of the Homa, the intelligent devotee
should worship the preceptor duly. He should get a replica of
the leaf of Tulasi exquisitely made in gold and place it in a
vessel made of gold, copper, clay or bamboo. He should get an

*The text : nabhomadse sitastamyim need be ecmended as nabhomdse’
sitistamydm. The avagraha (marked hcre as') before sita is necessary as this
Vrata falls on Sravana K. r8th (HD. V.i. P. 311, also VR]J. p. 122 ff) If
amanta reckoning is not taken, it will fall on Bhadrapada whichis not
recognised in the NP here.

1. VV. 1526 describe the Dafd-phala Vrata in honour of Lord
Krina. The Vrata is detailed in VR]J. P. 122 ff. and is briefiy described in
HD. V. i. 312, The misprint sit¢ for asite is pointed out in a footnote to
that verse,



1472 Narada Purdna

image made in gold and worship it in accordance with the
injunctions.

22. He should place the image in the vessel and offer it
to the preceptor. A cow alongwith its calf, should ‘be given fully

bedecked in ornaments and clothes.
23. For ten days, he should offer ten Parikas (fried cakes

of wheat flour) to the Lord Krsna. The observer of the rite
shall either offer these Pirikas to a knower of the mode (of

worship) or eat them himself.

24. O excellent Brahmana, a bed also should be given as
gift in accordance with his capacity. On the tenth day he
should give the image to the preceptor.

25-26. At the conclusion of the holy rite, ten Pirikas
should be given to each of the ten Brahmanas. He should con-
tinue this rite for ten years. After performing this excellent
Vrata fcr ten years and after duly observing the fast, the devotee
shall realise all his cherished desires. There is no doubt in this
that in the end, he will attain Sayujya (One-ness) with Krsna.

27-28a. This day remembered as (Krspa-Janmastami)?!
removes the sins of men. Merely by observing fast on this birth-

1. VV 2740 describe the Krspa-Fanmdstami Vrata, popular all over
India. Not merely the NP but other Puranas like Pd. P. III. Ch, 13, Mt.
P. Ch. 56, AP Ch. 183 highly glorify this Vrata. In the Bhavisyottara P. 44. 1-60
Krsna himself narrates this Vrata to Yudhisthira : Mediaeval writers on
Dharma S$astra relying on Purinpas, other than the Bhdgavata, bave discussed
a great deal about the procedure etc. of performing this Vrata and brought
in the Mimarisa and Astronomy in distinguishing between the Fanmdstami
and jJayanti-Vratas. But that is academic. The NP gives the main features
of fast, worship, jdgara (remaining awake that night), though he does not
mention the breaking of the fast. By the way, it may be noted that the
Vardha Purina (46.14) records that Krsna was born on 12th day in the
bright half of Asadha.

In passing, I may record a peculiar custom called Gopala-Vila or
Dakhi-handi in Maharashtra. It is based on the Bh. P. X. 5.15 where the
cowherds expressed their delight (at the birth of Krsna) by sprinkling
curds, ghee etc. on each other. On this occasion, people in Maharashtra
hang up carthen pots full of curds, butter milk etc. and celebrate with
songs ctc. the birth of Krsna and some one breaks the pots and people vie
with each other to get themselves drenched in the curds etc. falling from
the holes in the pots.
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day of Hari, one is undoubtedly liberated from the sins of seven
births.

28b-3la. The devotce who observes fast shall take his
bath with gingelly seeds mixed in the pure water of a river
etc. The intelligent devotee shall make a mystic diagram on
the platform erected in a good place. In its middle, a Kalasa
(vessel) made of copper or clay is placed. Over this vessel,
another copper vessel is placed. Above this latter vessel,
the auspicious golden image of Krsna 1is placed and
covered with two cloths. With a pure mind, he should then
worship it with Padya and other Upacaras.

31b-34. In the eight quarters he should worship Devaki,
Vasudeva, Yasoda, Nanda, Vraja (colony of the cowherds),
cowherds, cowherdesses and cows. Arartika rite (waving
of lights before the deity) is performed. Forgiveness is
craved for, by bowing down with devotion. The devotee
remains thus till midnight, when he bathes Hari with Paficimrta
and pure water. He should again worship the Lord with
scents and other things. He should then offer the following
things as Naivedyain a silver vessel : viz. Coriander, barley,
ginger, sugarcandy, and ghee. O Narada, these should be
offered as Naivedya.

35. After performing the Arartika (waving of lights in
front of the deity) rite once again, he should think of the Lord
as assuming ten different forms. He should then offer
Arghya to the rising moon.

36. After requesting the Lord of the Devas for forgive-
ness the observer of the holy rite should pass the rest of the
night by reciting hymns from the Purinas and sing diverse
songs in accompaniment of instrumental music.

37. After the daybreak, he should feed eminent
Brahmanas with sweet cooked rice. Delighted in his mind, he
should offer Daksina and bid them farewell.

38. Thereafter, he should give that image of Visnu to
the preceptor alongwith gold, cow and plot of land as well as
monetary gifts. After bidding farewell to him, the devoteeshould
partake of his food.

39. After performing thus the holy rite, the man attains
Goloka itself, in the company of his wife, children, friends
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and servants. He goes there, seated in an excellent aerial
chariot.

40. In the whole of the three worlds, there is no other
holy Vrata equal to this. By performing this, the sbenefit of a
crore of Ekadasi Vratas is acquired.

41-43. On the eighth day in the bright half of the month
of Nabhasya (Bhadrapada) a person should perform the holy
rite of Radhavrata.! As before, he should perform the worship
of the gold image of Radha placed on the pot. At mid-day,
after worshipping her, the devotee should take in a single meal.
The devotec who is physically strong observes fast (for the
complete day). On the next day, he feeds the Suvasinis in
accordance with injunctions. He then oflers the image to
the preceptor. He shall partake of his food and formally
conclude Vrata.

44. O Brahmana sage, if this holy rite is performed
duly, the observer of Vrata obtains the esoteric secret of
the Vraja (of Krsna’s time) and stays among the followers of
Radha.

45-46. The holy rite of Darvastami? too is to be observed
on this day. Listen to it from me. O excellent Brahmana, the
Linga is to be placed on the Durva-grass growing in a pure
and clean spot. He should then worship it with flowers, incense,
scents, lights and Naivedyas, viz. curds, raw rice grains and fruits.
At the end of Paja, he should, with great concentration,
offer Arghya uttering the two Mantras.

47-49a.2 <“Q Dirva grass, bowed to by the Devas
and the Asuras, your birth is from nectar. Grant blessedness
and line of children to me. Be a bestower of achievements of

1. Pd. P. IIlL 7.21-23. Itis performed on the B8th day in both
the fortnights of Bhadrapada (I1D. V-1. 392).

2. VV. 25-52 describe the Dirvasfami Vrata associated with Siva
Linga. Women and men of all castes are cligible for this, The Smrtv Kaustubha
228-230 and the Bhavisyottara P. 56 give another variety in which the
Dirvi-grass itself (unassociated with any deity like Siva or Ganesa) is the
deity—that tenacity of the Diirva grass for its spread and survival is prayed
for the spread ofone’s own race. VV, 47-49a are rcpeated as the prayer to

Diirva-grass,
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my works. Just as you are spread over the ground with your
branches and branchlets, so also grant me growing progeny
that shall be immortal and unageing.”

49b-50. The devotee then circumambulates it, feeds
Brahmanas, gives Daksina to the Brahmanas, takes food himself
and returns home. Alongwith the monetary gifts, he should
give Brahmanas splendid, fragrant and sweet fruits.

51. Thus, O Brahmana, the holy rite of Datvastami is
sacred and destructive of the sins of men of all the four castes
and particularly of the woman folk.

52. If any woman, out of delusion, does not worship
Dirva duly, undoubtedly she becomes a widow for three births.

53. O Brahmana, if the Astami coincides with the
constellation Jyestha, it should be known as Jyesthastami.! If
worshipped, it is destructive of sins.

54. The holy rite of Mahalaksmi begins on this day and
lasts for sixteen days. It brings about all riches.

35. “O Mahalaksmi, I am devoted to you and I shall
perform your Vrata. Hence, thanks to your grace, may it come
to a conclusion (May it be completed) witho